(CIRCULAR.) 

Executive  Committee  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Maritime  Provinces. 

Halifax,  N.  8.,  July  1st,  1890. 

"  Not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some 
is :  but  exhorting  one  another :  and  so  much  the  more  as  we  see  the  day  ap- 
proaching."— Heb.  x.  25. 

Dear  Brethren, — The  time  is  again  at  hand  for  the  most  important 
meeting  in  connection  with  our  Association.  The  Twenty-third  Annual 
Convention  for  the  Maritime  Provinces  is  appointed  to  take  place  at  New 
Glasgow,  Nova  Scotia,  August  7th  to  10th.  The  meeting  for  organization  to 
be  held  at  3.30  p.  m.  on  Thursday,  August  7th. 

The  meeting  last  year  was  one  of  deep  interest  and  spiritual  power,  and 
its  influence  has  been  felt  in  all  our  local  fields. 

At  this  Convention  we  want  more  and  larger  delegations,  more  thorough 
preparation  and  earnest  prayer,  greater  personal  effort  and  sacrifice,  to  make 
it  grander  in  power  and  helpfulness  than  all  its  predecessors. 

To  this  end  all  active  members  of  our  Associations  are  earnestly  invited 
to  attend  as  delegates.  All  pastors,  professors  and  teachers  in  schools  and 
colleges  are  most  cordially  invited  to  meet  with  us.  Especially  young  men 
in  towns  where  no  Associations  exist,  but  who  are  interested  in  Christian 
work  among  their  fellows,  are  urged  to  attend  the  Convention,  that  they 
may  learn  about  the  work  and  return  to  their  homes  filled  with  the  spirit 
and  the  work  for  young  men. 

It  is  expected  there  will  be  papers  and  discussions  on  the  following 
subjects : 

1.  How  can  the  Ladies  best  assist  in  the  work  ? 

2.  How  may  efficient  work  for  young  men  be  done  in  country  villages  ? 

3.  Provincial  work,  its  importance  and  needs. 

4.  Definite  work  for  young  men. 

5.  The  physical  work.    Boys'  work. 

6.  The  Bible  in  the  Association. 

7.  Why  do  our  members  contribute  so  little  to  the  support  of  the  work  ? 

8.  Condition  and  needs  of  the  Associations  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  ? 
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Another  matter  of  the  greatest  moment  is  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
work  of  the  Executive  Committee  during  the  coming  year.  As  all  know  we 
have  a  Travelling  Secretary  in  the  field.  If  our  work  is  to  be  pushed  and 
developed,  such  an  officer  la  required  twelve  months  in  the  year,  and  provi- 
sion must  he  made  for  his  support.  The  Committee  will  hring  this  suhject 
before  the  convention,  and  earnestly  request  that  all  the  Associations  instruct 
their  delegates,  so  that  they  may  come  prepared  to  atale  dr/hn'f.cli/  the  amount 
they  will  contribute  for  this  purpose.  We  sincerely  hope  no  Association 
will  fail  in  this  matter.  Fix  a  definite  sum  as  your  contribution,  and  let  it 
be  as  large  as  possible.    The  importance  of  this  work  demands  it. 

Delegates  will  take  with  them  credentials  from  their  respective  Associa- 
tions.    Blanks  for  this  purpose  will  be  sent  later. 

One  member  of  each  delegation  will  be  expected  to  report  for  his  Associa- 
tions, giving  number  of  members,  plans  of  work  adopted,  and  any  features  of 
special  interest  that  may  have  attended  its  work  during  the  year. 

The  usual  arrangements  for  reduced  fares  over  the  principal  routes  of 
travel  will  be  made  and  details  given  in  a  second  circular. 

In  conclusion,  dear  brethren,  the  Executive  Committee  desire  that  all  will 
make  it  a  special  subject  of  prayer  that  this  Twenty-third  Convention  may 
mark  the  time  when  our  work  for  young  men  in  these  provinces  took  deeper 
and  firmer  root  and  pushed  out  for  more  general,  thorough  and  intelligent 
organization. 


S.  E.  Whiston,  Halifax,  Chairman, 

W.  D.  McCallum,  Truro. 

W.  B.  McNutt,  Halifax,  Sec.-Treas. 

H.  Theakston,  Secretary. 

James  Forrest,  Halifax. 

W.  H.  Wiswell, 

R.  N.  Beckwith,       " 

J.  C.  Mackintosh,    " 

John  Burgoyne,      " 

J.  E.  Irvine,  St.  John. 

W.  S.  Morrison,  M.  D.,  St.  John. 

E.  L.  Rising,  St.  John. 

H.  J.  Thorne,    " 

T-  C.  James,  Charlottetown. 


W.  F.  Tanner,  Pictou. 
Clarence  Primrose,  Pictou. 
D.  McDonald  (Collector),  Pictou. 
J.  Fisher  Grant,  New  Glasgow. 
H.  Graham, 

Charles  Archibald,  Cow  Bay, 
W.  McK.  McLeod,  M.  D.,  Sydney. 
J.  E.  Masters,  Moncton. 
G.  R.  Sangster,      " 
F.  B.  Robb,  Amherst. 
John  McKeen,  " 

Prof.  Hunton,  Mt.  Allison  College. 
"      Seth,  Dalhousie  College. 
Keirstead,  Acadia  College. 


Judge  Hensley,  Charlottetown. 


EULES   OF  THE   CONVENTION. 

1.  The  Officers  of  thi9  Convention  shall  be  a  President,  five  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  two  Secretaries. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  election  of  the  above  officers,  the  President  shall 
nominate  four  standing  committees,  consisting  each  of  not  more  than  six 
members— owe  on  Business  (including  all  business  of  a  general  nature),  one 
on  Devotion,  one  on  Resolutions,  and  one  on  Credentials. 

3.  All  resolutions  submitted  to  the  Convention  shall  be  in  writing,  and 
after  being  proposed  and  seconded  shall  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee, 
who  shall  have  power  to  transmit  or  reject. 

4.  The  usual  rules  of  order  in  deliberate  assemblies  shall  prevail,  and  the 
ruling  of  the  Chairman  shall  be  final. 

5.  Speakers  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes  each,  and  shall  not  speak 
more  than  once  on  the  same  subject,  without  permission. 

6.  The  order  of  each  day's  proceedings  shall  be  as  follows:  Devotional 
Exercises,  Reading  Minutes,  call  for  Resolutions  and  Propositions,  Reading 
of  Communications,  Reports  of  Committees,  Unfinished  Business. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE   23RD  CONVENTION 


OF   THE 


Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 


OF   THE 

MARITIME   PROVINCES. 


o:R.c3-_A-:cTiz.A.n::i:o:cT    nycJEZETinsro-. 


United  Church  (Presbyterian), 

New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  Aug.  7,  1890. 

The  Convention  met  at  3.30  P.  M.  A  half  hour's  Devotional 
Meeting  was  held,  led  by  F.  B.  Robb,  of  Amherst,  President  of  the 
Convention. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  President  took  the  chair,  invited  Rev.  Messrs. 
McCurdy,  Robertson,  Higgins  and  others,  to  the  platform,  and 
stated  that,  believing  in  the  efficacy  of  silent  prayer,  he  would  re- 
quest the  Convention  to  engage  in  that  exercise  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  President  gave  out  the  Hymn  : — 

"  Our  Blessed  Bond  of  Union.  " 

This  was  followed  by  the  reading  of  a  portion  of  John's  Gospel, 
Chap.  17,  after  which  Rev.  Mr.  Higgins  led  in  prayer. 

The  President  then  requested  the  Convention  to  sing  Hymn  : — 

"  To  the  work !  To  the  work !  We  are  servants  of  God." 

After  which  he  spoke  as  follows  : — 

Dear  Brethren: — It  becomes  my  pleasant  duty  at  this  time,  as  your 
retiring  President,  to  open  this  Convention,  and  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
in  retiring  in  reference  to  our  progress  during  the  past  year,  and  to  add 
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something  in  the  way  of  encouragement  as  to  the  work  of  the  Convention 
for  this  year.  As  to  the  Association's  work  and  progress  during  the  past 
year,  we  have  had  much  to  encourage  us.  We  turn  to  Moncton,  and  find  a 
handsome  building  is  being  erected,  admirably  adapted  for  the  work  there, 
and  we  hope  and  pray  that  workers  will  be  raised  up  along  with  the  build- 
ing. Brother  McLeod  is  upon  the  field  again  in  St.  John.  We  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  have  his  co-operation  as  General  Secretary  throughout  the 
year,  and  we  expect  much  from  St.  John.  Looking  at  St.  Stephen,  which 
has  no  association,  we  find  a  hopeful  state  of  affairs  there  looking  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  association.  This  I  have  not  officially,  but  privately,  and 
I  throw  it  out  as  a  hint  to  those  visiting  that  place,  to  endeavor  to  assist  our 
friends  there  in  getting  things  in  working  order.  If  we  have  our  Travelling 
Secretary,  Brother  Gorton,  with  us,  we  may  hope  for  much  from  this  locality. 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  retain  his  services  longer.  Lunenburg  is  progressing, 
as  we  will  hear  from  the  reports  of  her  delegates.  We  have  delegates 
from  the  Colleges,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  that  matters 
are  progressing  well  there.  Pictou,  Amherst,  and  some  other  places,  though 
formerly  not  having  had  general  secretaries,  it  is  pleasing  to  know  they  have 
them  now ;  and  it  is  hoped  this  will  be  permanent.  Truro  has  had  so  much 
work  on  hand  that  they  have  put  in  a  double  track,  so  to  speak,  their  new 
Secretary  having  htely  provided  himself  with  a  helpmeet,  and  its  prospects 
are  bright  for  the  future.  I  visited  Truro  a  short  time  ago,  was  delighted 
with  the  state  of  affairs  there,  and  wished  that  some  of  my  friends  from 
Amherst  would  visit  that  place  to  witness  what  I  did.  I  am  informed  that 
a  new  Association  has  been  started  at  River  John.  The  work  has  been 
health jT  at  New  Glasgow,  and  Brother  Geo.  McDonald,  as  Secretary,  has  done 
great  service  in  the  cause.  All  indications  point  to  the  fact  that  our  Con- 
vention this  year  will  be  the  largest  for  many  years.  Many  enthusiastic 
outside  workers  are  with  us,  among  whom  are  Brothers  Dr.  Kelly  and  D.  A. 
Budge,  whom  I  look  upon  as  members  of  our  own  family.  I  consider  the 
Devotional  Exercises  as  a  most  important  element  in  the  success  of  our  Con- 
ventions. Brother  McCallum  last  year  referred  to  the  great  loss  we  sustained 
in  the  removal  from  amongst  us  of  our  Brothers  McLean,  of  Halifax,  Sleep, 
of  Amherst,  and  McQuarrie,  of  Pictou.  There  may  in  the  future  be  more 
gaps  in  our  ranks.  If  there  are,  should  not  the  example  set  here  by  those 
who  have  gone  before  be  an  incentive  to  us  to  persevere  in  the  work  we 
have  to  do. 

President  Robb  here  read  1st  Kings,  8,  54th  to  61st  verses,  add- 
ing "  that  is  ray  prayer." 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name," 
Was  sung  at  the  request  of  the  President,  who  continued  : — 

I  had  nearly  made  an  important  omission  in  not  mentioning  the  presence 
of  Bro.  Hague,  representing  the  International  Executive  Committee,  whose 


visit  gives  us  all  pleasure.  Following  out  the  precedent  set  by  Brother 
AlcCallum  at  the  last  Convention,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Convention  take 
for  its  motto  this  year,  Matt,  ix.,  36,  "Jesus,  when  he  saw  the  multitudes, 
was  moved  with  compassion  for  them." 

Organization  was  then  proceeded  with. 

On  motion,  Bro.  A.  D.  Boss,  of  Amherst,  was  appointed  tempor- 
ary Secretary,  and  Bro.  John  M.  Lawrence,  of  St.  John,  Assistant 
Secretary. 

On  motion,  it  was  decided  that  the  rules  of  last  Convention  be 
adopted  until  otherwise  ordered. 

After  some  discussion,  it  was  moved  and  passed  that  all  ministers 
and  active  members  of  Associations  present,  not  accredited  as  dele- 
gates, be  corresponding  members. 

The  following  committees  were  then  appointed  by  the  President  : 

ORGANIZATION    COMMITTEE. 

S.  E.  Whiston,  Halifax  H.  Graham,  New  Glasgow. 

J.  E.  Irvine,  St.  John.  H.  Theakston,  Halifax. 

J.  D.  McKay,  Truro.  C.  F.  Wright,  Lunenburg. 

C.  M.  Trueman,  Amherst.  G.  R.  Sangster,  Moncton. 

R.  K  Beckwith,  Halifax.  F.  0.  Peterson,  Chatham.    . 

W.  F.  Tanner,  Pictou. 

TEMPORARY    BUSINESS    COMMITTEE. 

John  Burgoyne,  Halifax.  L.  P.  McLellan,  Pictou. 

J.  H.  McDonald,  Acadia  College. 

TEMPORARY    DEVOTIONAL    COMMITTEE. 

W.  D.  McCallum,  Truro.  A.  W.  McLeod,  St.  John. 

W.  E.  Hebb,  Halifax.  Walter  N.  Hamblin,  Pictou. 

Geo.  Boss,  Amherst. 

These  three  committees  were  granted  leave  to  retire. 
"I  will  sing  of  my  Eedeemer," 
was  then  sung. 

At  the  request  of  the  President,  Bro.  Budge,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Montreal,  addressed  the 
Convention : 

He  said  he  brought  the  greetings  of  the  brethren  of  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
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■which  were  really  one  Province,  as  there  was  a  small  number  of  Associations 
in  Quebec  on  account  of  the  large  French  population.  Outside  of  Montreal, 
Quebec  city,  and  Sherbrooke,  there  was  not  a  town  where  a  General 
Secretary  could  be  employed.  In  Ontario  alone  there  were  twenty-three 
Secretaries,  and  the  number  was  doubled  within  the  past  three  years.  A 
town  of  5,000  inhabitants  employed  a  man  regularly,  and  several  towns  were 
securing  buildings  A  Secretary  was  not  long  in  the  town  before  a  building 
was  called  for.  Peterboro'  had  received  a  donation  for  the  location  of  a 
building  from  a  lady,  of  $20,000.  That  would  give  us  ten  buildings  at  least 
in  Ontario.  Kingston  had  bought  a  lot  for  a  building,  and  other  towns  were 
moving  in  the  same  way.  The  North-west  was  waking  up.  Winnipeg  had 
a  large  amount  of  work  to  do.  Young  men  were  crowding  into  the  North- 
west from  all  parts  of  the  world.  No  Association  in  the  country  had  been 
more  successful  than  that  of  Winnipeg,  and  it  had  done  a  large  missionary 
work.  A  beautiful  lot  had  been  secured  for  a  building,  and  they  had  ob- 
tained a  Travelling  Secretary  for  the  towns  between  Winnipeg  and  Calgary, 
to  find  out  what  could  be  done  in  that  vast  extent  of  country.  He  had  a 
letter  from  there  the  other  day.  In  a  town  of  a  thousand  inhabitants,  three- 
quarters  were  young  men,  and  many  of  them  were  Christians.  On  the 
British  Columbia  coast,  New  Westminster,  Vancouver,  and  Victoria  City  have 
buildings  in  progress  now  ;  the  two  first  named  were  about  opening,  and  the 
third  would  follow  soon.  In  Montreal  they  had  been  pegging  away  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  Association  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  one  of  the  few  Associations  that  had  had  started  and  had  never 
given  up ;  and  they  were  now  trying  to  put  up  a  second  building.  In  Toronto 
they  have  two  buildings,  the  second  one  almost  finished.  There  was  a 
branch  building,  costing  $50,000,  and  another  branch  costing  $18,000.  There 
were  four  branches  in  Toronto  with  general  secretaries.  He  had  been  at  the 
Sydney  Convention  a  few  years  ago,  and  was  glad  to  come  down  here  again 
to  help  on  the  work. 

"  God  loved  the  world  of  sinners  lost " 

Was  then  sung  by  the  Convention.  After  which  the  President 
called  on  John  R.  Hague  of  the  International  Committee. 

Mr.  Hague  stated  his  pleasure  at  being  present,  and  never  was  so  far  east 
before.  His  work  was  in  the  west,  in  that  portion  of  the  west  formerly 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Wiedensall.  The  work  in  the  west  was  growing  rapidly* 
and  many  little  towns  were  coming  in.  There  was  a  large  proportion  of 
young  men  there— many  from  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.  He  prayed 
the  members  would  go  away  prepared  for  renewed  efforts  in  the  cause. 

The  Convention  then  sang 

"  I  am  thine,  O  Lord,  I  have  heard  thy  voice." 
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The  President  called  on  Travelling  Secretary  Gorton,  who  expressed 
pleasure  at  being  with  the  Convention.  It  was  his  business  to  look  into  the 
faces  of  the  young  men  filled  with  the  grand  work  of  serving  the  Master, 
and  helping  others  to  do  so.  They  wanted  better  method  to  reach  the  young 
men,  and  should  prepare  themselves  for  such  at  this  Convention.  Our  great 
aim  should  be  to  win  young  men  to  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Organization  Committee  returned  and  recommended  the  follow- 
ing as  permanent 

OFEICEES  OF  THE  CONVENTION: 

President. 

W.  S.  Moebison,  M.  D.,  St.  John. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Harvey  Graham,  New  Glasgow.  E.  N.  Beckwith,  Halifax. 

J.  A.  McQueen,  Pt.  deBute.  G.  E.  Sangsteb,  Moncton. 

■C.  E.  Wright,  Lunenburg. 

Secretaries. 
A.  D.  Eoss,  Amherst,  J.  M.  Lawrence,  St.  John. 

On  motion,  that  part  of  the  report  referring  to  the  appointment  of 
President  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  new  President  was 
escorted  to  the  chair  by  Dr.  Kelly  and  J.  E.  Hague. 

President  Morrison  requested  the  singing  of  the  hymn  : 
"  Jesus,  I  turn  to  Thee." 

The  portion  of  the  report  referring  to  the  Vice-Presidents  and 
Secretaries  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  Vice-Presidents  were 
invited  to  the  platform. 

PRESIDENT  MOEEISON'S  ADDEESS. 

Dear  Brethren,— \  experienced  a  feeling  of  nervousness  when  my  name 
'was  first  announced,  but  that  has  passed.  I  hope  that  God  will  give  me 
grace  to  do  my  duty.  We  must  do  all  our  work  in  the  name  and  strength  of 
the  Lord.  I  want  you  all  to  remember  that.  I  am  only  human.  I  might, 
perhaps,  at  times  express  something  that  might  not  harmonize  with  the  views 
of  all  present.  Someone  may  have  thought  that  in  the  discussion  we  had 
this  afternoon  I  said  too  much  ;  but  I  can  only  speak  as  my  conscience 
dictates.  Brethren,  I  want  you  all  to  pray  that  God  will  give  me  grace  and 
strength  to  do  my  duty.  I  am  sure  I  will  have  the  support  of  every  dele- 
gate present.    This  ought  to  be  enough  to  satisfy  any  man  to  do  the  work 
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appointed  for  hiui  to  do.  I  invite  all  Association  members  to  be  present  at 
every  meeting,  and  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  what  your  duties  will  be  ;  and 
there  will  be  no  restrictions  placed  upon  you.  L  also  extend  my  invitation 
to  all  the  friends  of  the  delegates,  and  would  like  to  have  the  church  full  at 
every  meeting,  if  possible.  While  we  are  discussing  matters  of  advantage  to 
Association  work  and  young  men,  we  are  discussing  things  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  at  large.  We  also  extend  our  invitation  to  the  ladies.  In  conclu- 
sion, I  may  say  I  will  do  my  best  in  this  office,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus. 

The  Temporary  Business  Committee  was  made  permanent. 

Bro.  Burgoyne,  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  reported 
that  the  Committee  would  suggest  that  the  programme  for  this  even- 
ing be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  New  Glasgow  Association,  which  was 
agreed  to.  He  also  announced  that  the  Pictou  Association  had  in- 
vited the  Convention  to  hold  Friday  evenings  proceedings  in  that 
town,  at  the  expense  of  the  Pictou  Association,  the  steamboat  to  be 
provided  by  the  latter. 

The  Committee's  report  was  passed,  and  the  invitation  cordially 
accepted,  on  motion. 

It  was  moved  and  passed,  that  the  Temporary  Devotional  Commit- 
tee be  made  permanent. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Credential  Committee  bs  composed  of  Geo. 
E.  McDonald,  New  Glasgow ;  A.  M.  McKay,  Pictou,  and  W.  F. 
Tanner,  Pictou. 

The  Convention  sang : 

"Lord  we  come  before  Thee,  now." 
after  which  the  Eev.  A.  E.  McCurdy  pronounced  the  Benediction. 
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WELCOME     MEETING. 


United  Pbesbyterian  Church, 

Thursday  Evening,  Aug.  7,  1890. 

The  Welcome  Meeting  took  place  at  7.30  P.  M.  The  exercises 
were  in  charge  of  the  New  Glasgow  Association,  and  Brother  Harvey 
Graham,  President,  presided. 

"  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name," 
was  sung. 

Eev.  E.  Scott  read  from  Nehemiah,  Chap.  VI.,  and  offered  prayer, 
which  was  followed  by  a  chorus  from  the  Church  Choir. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  the  Hon.  D.  C.  Fraser,  who  de- 
livered the  following 

WELCOME  ADDEESS. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— A  Church  platform  is  uot  the  usual 
one  from  which  I  am  accustomed  to  address  public  audiences.  Not  that  I 
consider  this  an  inferior  one  ;  by  no  means.  But  when  I  consider  the  place, 
the  audience,  and  the  work  in  which  you  are  engaged,  I  feel  as  if  I  should 
appear  to  better  advantage  on  the  floor.  I  have  been  asked  by  the  New 
Glasgow  Association  to  welcome  the  members  of  the  Convention  to  this  town. 
Such  is  the  modern  method,  when  those  who  are  engaged  in  God's  service 
now  visit  a  city  or  town.  Your  illustrious  fathers  received  a  different 
reception.  In  anger  they  were  greeted  with  the  shout:  "  These  men  who 
have  turned  the  world  upside  down  have  come  hither  also."  I  trust  you 
will  not  forget  that  your  visit  will  be  a  failure  if  you  do  not,  in  some  meas- 
ure, perform  a  like  service  for  this  town.  Our  people  are  anxiously  expecting 
you  to  do  likewise  I  desire,  on  behalf  of  our  Association  and  citizens 
generally,  to  welcome  you  most  heartily  to  this  busy  centre.  And  I  do  so, 
first,  on  your  own  account.  You  are  accredited  representatives  of  one  of 
the  best  intentioned  and  most  successful  agencies  outside  the  Church  of  God. 
When  I  say  outside,  I  do  not  mean  separate  from,  but,  as  working  with, 
though  not  joined  to,  the  Church.  Without  reserve  we  greet  you  as  all  per- 
sonally, from  your  connection  with  the  Association,  worthy  of  our  full 
confidence  and  friendship.  1  feel  certain  there  is  not  one  of  3*011  who  does 
not  accept  our  kindly  greetings  as  they  are  tendered.  We  all  feel  that,  as 
workers  together  with  all  who  love  the  young  men  of  our  land,  you  have  a 
higher  claim  to  personal  consideration  than  you  possibly  could  have  were 
you  doing  any  other  work  for  them.  Secondly,  we  welcome  you  on  our  own 
account.      We  do  not  think  that  we  "already  attained  perfection,  or  were 
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already  perfect."  Our  citizens  believe  firmly  in  the  Gospel,  as  expressed  by 
St.  Paul,  "  that  if  a  man  does  not  work,  neither  should  he  eat."  Yet  they 
hold  the  highest  truth,  that  "  a  man's  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of 
the  things  he  possesseth."  So  they  are  selfish  enough  to  be  glad  of  your 
presence,  to  learn  from  you,  and  study  with  you  the  best  methods  of  reaching 
the  young  men  of  our  town. 

They  feel  satisfied  that  it  pays  them  in  time,  and  is  to  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  salvation  of  souls,  to  have  their  young  men  grow  up  in  the  fear  and 
knowledge  of  God.  It  ensures  good  workmen  for  every  employer,  and  the 
best  citizens  for  our  beloved  town.  So  they  welcome  you  to  their  hearts  as 
they  have  already  done  to  their  home?.  Thirdly,  they  welcome  you  for  your 
work's  sake.  They  may  be  mistaken  in  your  personal  worth,  and  in  the 
purity  of  their  own  motives  ;  but,  there  is  no  mistake  about  your  work — to 
make  men  better,  to  lead  them  to  a  higher  and  firmer  faith  in  all  that  is 
revealed,  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  your  mission.  There  are  old  men  in  our 
Association  who,  for  long  years,  with  consistent  regularity,  have  kept  this 
end  in  view.  There  are  young  men,  too,  whose  faces  always  bear  the  shining, 
joy  of  unselfish  purpose  in  the  Master's  work.  So  we,  as  we  ought,  looking 
back  of  the  actors,  and  rejoicing  in  the  work  in  which  you  are  alike  with 
our  own  Association  engaged,  welcome  you  for  the  work  you  are  every- 
where doing.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  you  any  counsel  respecting  your 
methods  of  work;  but  I  cannot  help  hinting  that,  with  the  best  motives, 
young  men  of  high  Christian  attainments  forget  what  they  are  to  their 
country. 

Christian  young  men  must  not  think  they  are  separate  from  all  our  national 
life.  We  have  in  this  country  a  noble  heritage.  It  is  yours  in  the  highest  sense. 
God  gave  it,  and  He  expects  His  children  to  rule  and  guide  it.  It  does  not 
belong  to  politicians  or  party.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  that  form  of  Chris- 
tianity that  glibly  finds  fault  with  everything  in  our  state  life,  and  feels  too 
good  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  christian  sentiment  of  this  country,  if  rightljT 
directed,  would  purify  and  free  us  from  the  wrongs  in  our  land  to-day.  Our 
christian  young  men  ought  to  be  at  our  political  conventions,  and  should  be 
most  active  in  everything  that  relates  to  our  national  life.  The  young  men  irx 
connection  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  and  the  christian  men  of  our  coun- 
try, should  have  the  charge  of  public  affairs,  else  selfishness  will  rule.  Re- 
member that  while  you  are  christians,  you  are  citizens  also,  and  you  have  pub- 
lic duties  to  perform.  Christianity  was  intended  to  make  this  world  better 
and  to  be  the  instrument  of  doing  this,  you  must  first  have  Christianity  in- 
your  hearts.  We  must  grow  thus  from  within,  and  the  channel  of  Christianity 
will  speed  and  broaden  and  be  made  to  reach  and  lift  up  society  to  a  higher 
christian  standard  until  God  should  be  King  over  all. 

We  should  have  in  this  country  such  a  moral  tone  as  would  lead  us  to  hold 
up  Christianity  as  above  everything  else  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  I 
therefore  greet  you,  hoping  you  will  help  us  in  building  up  this  town  on  the- 
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lines  I  have  indicated— to  build  up  what  is  true  and  good,  not  only  in  the 
best  interests  of  this  locality,  but  in  those  of  our  common  country. 

The  Choir  sang  a  chorus,  after  which  the  Chairman  called  upon  the 
President  elect,  who  replied  as  follows  to  the  address  of  welcome  by 
Hon.  D.  C.  Fraser  : — 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  and  Brethren  of  the  Convention : — 
It  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  reply  briefly  to  the  stirring  address  of  my  friend 
and  brother  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  would  like  to  say  a  good  many 
things,  but  perhaps  the  better  plan  would  be  for  me  not  to  say  very  much,  as 
there  are  others  to  follow  me  in  whose  remarks  you  will  take  a  deeper  interest 
than  in  mine.  I  return  thanks  for  the  address  of  welcome.  We  feel  a  little 
diffident  at  coming  among  you  as  strangers  and  taking  possession  ;  but  really 
we  are  the  captured  and  are  perfectly  satisfied.  I  thank  you  for  the  kindly 
greeting  that  has  been  extended  to  us,  and  the  words  of  welcome  that  have 
been  spoken ;  and  I  thank  the  mothers  for  their  presence  here.  It  is  an  evi- 
dence that  they  have  an  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Association.  We  are 
trying,  with  their  assistance,  to  build  a  wall  of  safety  around  their  boys. 
We  are  endeavoring  to  protect  the  young  men  against  the  snares  that  lead 
them  away  lrom  the  right  path  ;  and  we  unitedly  desire  to  throw  around 
them  some  safeguard.  And  therefore,  we  would  enrol  them  as  members  of 
the  Association.  To  use  a  medical  phrase,  we  have  been  "  feeling  the  pulse  " 
of  Kew  Glasgow,  and  are  satisfied  with  the  result.  We  find  that  your  hearts 
are  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  are  also  with  us. 

"  I  will  sing  of  my  Redeemer," 

Was  sung,  after  which  the  Chairman  called  on  Dr.  Kelly,  who  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  on  the  subject  of  "  Our  Work." 

He  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  be  present.  He  was  pleased  to  meet 
from  year  to  year  the  young  men  from  the  hills  and  valleys  of  this 
province,  and  the  men  who  had  long  been  associated  with  Christian  work. 
There  were  seven  millions  of  young  men  on  the  American  continent.  This 
was  an  era  of  young  men.  Those  present  were  all  familiar  with  the  Montreal 
traveller.  As  these  came  year  by  year  they  were  getting  younger  and  differ- 
ent from  those  of  ten  years  ago.  The  things  insisted  on  now  by  employers 
were  care  and  ability.  He  appealed  to  business  men  to-night  in  regard  to 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  to  invest  in  it.  The  investment  would  be  found  a  paying 
one. 

We  want  to  get  hold  of  the  Christian  young  men  for  the  business,  the 
politics,  and  the  defence,  of  the  country.  This  was  a  great  missionary  era. 
Carey  first  planted  the  cross  in  India  a  hundred  years  ago.  Japan  is  now 
opened  to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  the  people  had  been  granted  a 
constitutional  government,  and  hundreds  of  our  young  men  and  young 


16 

women  could  be  placed  to-day  in  the  public  schools  of  Japan,  and  no  public 
school  received  Government  help  unless  it  taught  English.  There  were 
Japan  and  China  with  their  many  millions  and  every  part  of  the  world  open 
to  missionary  labor.  The  great  movement  of  the  past  year  had  culminated 
in  this,  that  five  thousand  of  our  students  had  given  themselves  to  foreign 
missions.  The  missionary  idea  received  vast  attention  now.  We  had  almost 
lost  a  secretary  who  was  here  to-night.  There  was  a  special  demand  on  him 
for  missionary  work  abroad  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  resist.  Our 
young  men  should  be  trained  up  by  earnest  committee  work,  and  the  grand 
force  that  our  Association  can  throw  around  them,  to  give  themselves  early 
to  the  great  work  of  carrying  the  Master's  flag  everywhere. 

After  another  anthem  by  the  choir,  the  Chairman  called  on  Mr.  J. 
R.  Hague,  who  addressed  the  Convention. 

MR.  HAGUE'S  ADDRESS. 

Centuries  ago  the  Master  had  sent  out  His  disciples  into  the  world  to 
preach  the  Gospel.  Andrew,  Peter  and  Philip  had  before  that  set  the  exam- 
ple of  personal  work  for  young  men  by  young  men.  One  of  our  college  sec- 
retaries, a  friend  of  his  (Mr.  H.)  was  going  up  an  elevator  in  New  York, 
when  he  noticed  that  the  elevator  boy  had  a  pin  on  the  lappel  of  his  coat, 
with  the  initials  T.  J.  on  it.  He  asked  the  boy  what  that  was  for,  and  the 
answer  was:  "that  is  our  society."  But  what  do  these  letters  stand  for  ?  " 
"We  like  a  boy  of  that  name  pretty  well,  and  we  have  named  the  society 
after  him — the  '  Tom  Jones  Society.' "  What  an  influence  that  boy  must 
have  over  his  associates  !  Was  it  for  good  or  bad  ?  What  kind  of  a  leader 
was  he  ?  He  had  a  letter  from  a  young  man  who  had  experienced  the  bene- 
fit of  our  Association  in  a  larger  city  than  where  he  was  when  he  wrote  it. 
He  was  in  railroad  employ,  and  was  sent  by  the  company  to  that  place.  He 
said  it  was  a  bad  locality,  and  that  there  was  great  need  of  an  Association 
there.  There  was  no  place  for  the  young  men  to  go  to  but  the  saloons,  and 
the  young  men  went  there.  His  (Mr.  H.'s)  prayer  was  that  the  Lord 
might  bless  the  work  of  the  Association  which  was  formed  there.  This 
young  man  had  experienced  the  benefit  of  the  Association  himself,  and 
wanted  those  benefits  to  be  enjoyed  by  his  fellow  young  men. 

We,  in  the  Association,  wanted  other  men  to  know  the  benefits  of  it.  One 
of  its  fundamental  principles  is  that  no  one  can  hold  a  place  there  unless  he 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  a  church.  This  work  is  carried  on  by,  and 
is  an  honor  to,  and  is  a  feeder  to,  the  church.  But  young  men  can  reach 
young  men  better  by  our  Association  methods.  But  what  were  we  doing  for 
the  great  number  of  young  men?  Were  we  providing  them  with  a  place 
where  they  can  indulge  in  conversation  and  play  some  games  ?  The  library 
fails  in  that,  and  so  the  Association,  seeing  how  the  saloons  had  been  getting 
the  young  men,  had  secured  buildings,  and  with  the  help  of  the  mothers  of 
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the  land,  had  equipped  them,  and  made  them  home-like.     The  Women's 
Auxilliary  has  done  much  for  the  young  men  of  our  cities  and  towns. 

As  to  the  money  value  of  Association  work,  he  might  state  that  the  head 
of  a  department  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  road,  now  the 
Great  Northern  road,  said  to  him  :  "  We  give  to  this  work,"  meaning  the 
Railway  Department  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  "  because  it  pays  us  in  dollars  and 
cents."  This  was  a  cold-blooded  statement,. but  it  was  true.  He  said :  " Our 
men  formerly  frequented  the  saloons  when  off  duty,"  and  he  went  on  to  ex- 
plain how  they  were  rescued  from  these  places.  After  the  Railway  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  Rooms  were  started,  many  of  the  men  spent  their  time  there,  and  were 
called  to  duty  in  preference  to  those  who  frequented  the  saloons.  By  and 
by  the  saloons  were  all  but  deserted  by  the  railway  men.  This  has 
proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  road.  And  other  roads  had  experienced 
similar  benefit-*  in  the  same  way.  A  railroad  company  had  appropri- 
ated $10,000  for  the  establishment  of  new  buildings  and  rooms  of  the  kind 
alluded  to.  Three  weeks  ago  he  met  a  Chicago  architect  who  was  making 
plans  for  a  building  to  be  reproduced  thirteen  times  at  the  expense  of  the 
company.  They  found  it  paid.  Vanderbilt  had  done  similar  work  for  sever- 
al years.  It  was  easier  to  keep  four  men  on  the  plank  than  it  was  to  pull  one 
on  when  he  gets  off.    An  ounce  of  prevention  was  worth  a  pound  of  cure. 

"  Onward,  Christian  Soldiers," 
was  theD  sung,  after  which  the  Chairman  called  on  D.  A.  Budge. 

MR.  BUDGE'S  ADDRESS. 

Dr.  Kelly  had  illustrated  the  methods  of  the  Association,  in  dividing  up 
his  work  this  evening  with  three  or  four  others.  This  is  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Association  was  trying  to  develop  its  work.  The  phase  of  the 
work  that  Dr.  Kelly  asked  him  to  present — the  spiritual — was  one  which 
was  entertained  now  more  fully  than  at  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Association.  He  had  seen  a  very  great  change  in  the  spiritual  line  of  the 
work.  It  was  spreading  out  over  the  entire  active  membership.  That  must 
be  so,  and  it  seemed  that  if  the  Association  was  to  prosper,  it  must  be 
increasingly  so. 

The  Association  was  recognizing  the  fact  that  the  spiritual  results  were  not 
by  any  means  measured  by  the  size  of  the  meeting.  A  small  meeting  did 
not  indicate  a  less  spiritual  strength  or  power.  Perhaps  the  opposite  was  the 
case.  The  Associations  were  now  conducted  on  a  wiser  and  safer  plan.  Any 
business  man  who  was  not  working  his  business  with  the  future  in  view 
would  be  a  failure  ;  and  so  it  was  with  any  institution. 

The  young  men  were  pretty  hard  to  reach.     The  question  with  which  we 

were  struggling  was  how  to  reach  the  young  men.     It  was  a  difficult  problem. 

(Mr.  Budge  here  detailed  the  case  of  a  young  man  in  Montreal  who  joined  a 

French  class  under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  with  a  view  to  learning 
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French  only.  About  the  end  of  the  season  he  was  converted,  and  was  to- 
have  entered  McGill  College  for  a  course  of  study  preparatory  to  becoming  a 
missionary  to  China.  This  was  the  way  he  came  converted.  You  could  not 
reach  him  at  first  by  inviting  him  to  a  prayer-meeting.  But  in  the  end  he 
got  the  gift  of  God,  which  is  eternal  life.  When  spiritual  matters  came  to  a 
low  ebb,  we  tried  to  grasp  at  new  things  that  might  come  along.  It  required 
extra  steam  to  work  extra  machinery.  What  we  needed  was  not  only  added 
organization,  but  added  spiritual  strength  to  the  working  officers  of  the 
Association,  so  as  to  vitalize  all  the  good  means  to  secure  the  young  men. 
The  Associations  were  trying  to  do  that  now.  One  of  the  methods  was  the 
training-class  method.  That  was  my  experience  in  Montreal.  This  was 
largely  due  to  having  Bible  classes  for  young  men  only.  The  training  class 
was  an  elaboration  of  the  Bible  class.  The  object  of  it  was  the  training  of 
workers — the  development  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Association.  Hitherto 
we  had  few  secretaries,  and  these  were  not  properly  supported.  To-day 
there  were  twenty-three  men  in  Ontario  whose  whole  time  was  occupied  as 
paid  officers,  and  more  towns  were  ready  with  the  money  to  pay  men.  In 
the  International  Committee,  the  hub  of  this  great  wheel,  we  had  men  whose 
hearts  were  fully  alive  to  the  spiritual  work  as  a  vital  part  of  it  all. 

There  was  the  Juvenile  Work.  Here  was  where  the  Associations  must  be- 
gin. They  must  have  these  methods  all  repeated  among  the  boys  from 
twelve  up.  We  were  wise  when  we  took  this  great  army  that  was  put  into 
our  hands.  Seven  of  our  secretaries  began  their  training  in  the  boys'  depart- 
ment at  fourteen  years  of  age.  These  Boys'  Departments  should  be  formed 
everywhere,  and  they  should  be  started  right.  (The  speaker  here  gave  an 
incident  in  which  he  was  concerned,  showing  the  far-reaching  influence  for 
good  of  the  Association,  which  he  said  reached  ^everywhere  young  men  who 
came  from  their  far  away  homes  to  large  cities). 

A  selection  was  given  by  the  choir,  after  which  Rev.  W.  M. 
Padeu,  of  Philadelphia,  was  asked  to  address  the  Convention. 

He  said  he  had  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  Provinces  wonderfully. 
Some  travellers  went  through,  looked  into  the  hotels,  went  out  early  in  the 
morning,  wrote  something,  and  left  out  the  best  of  it. 

He  came  here  to  see  some  of  the  products  of  the  Provinces— "men."  Their 
President,  Dr.  Morrison,  spoke  of  the  pulse,  but  he  had  examined  the  tongue, 
and  he  had  listened  to  the  speaking  to-day  with  interest.  It  was  the  same 
spirit  he  had  heard  in  Exeter  Hall  years  ago.  Men  and  women,  you  could 
use  this  Association  to  reach  young  men.  Work  for  and  hold  them,  and  do 
it  directly.  In  the  Association  in  Philadelphia  there  was  a  certain  kind  of 
training  work  that  could  be  done  better  than  he  could  do  it,  and  the  trained 
men  made  the  best  workers  in  the  Church ;  and  they  could  reach  men  that 
could  not  be  reached  by  the  Church.  Put  men  into  the  Churches  and  Church 
men  into  the  Associations.    That  was  the  way  to  do  it.    They  made  the  best 
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workers  we  had.  We  had  found  out  that  the  gymnasiums,  the  swimming 
baths,  etc.,  were  great  drawing  methods,  and  these  could  best  be  managed  by 
the  Associations,  but  they  would  be  managed  by  the  evil  one  if  we  did  not 
do  it.  We  might  have  the  enterprise  to  put  all  these  things  back  of  the 
Churches,  but  the  Churches  could  not  meet  all  sects  of  Christians  as  the  Asso- 
ciations could.  The  reverend  gentleman,  after  saying  that  they  should  all 
come  with  the  missionary  feeling  in  their  hearts,  closed  with  an  earnest  ap. 
peal  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  they  would 
have  all  eternity  to  get  acquainted  in. 

Passed,  on  motion  of  Bros.  Beckwith  and  Robb,  that  the  order  of 
business  be  suspended  to  appoint  J.  T.  Mellish,  of  P.  E.  Island,  as 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Convention.  Mr.  Mellish  was  ac- 
cordingly appointed. 

The  Devotional  and  Business  Committee  reported. 

After  the  singing  of  a  chorus  by  the  choir — 

"  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord," 
Key.  Mr.  Eobertson  closed  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 


FRIDAY    MORNING   SESSION. 


United  Peesbyteeian  Chuech, 

August  8th,  1890. 

The  usual  half-hour  devotional  meeting  was  led  by  Capt.  O'Brien, 
of  Wallace.     At  10  o'clock  the  President  gave  out  the  hymn — 

"  There  shall  be  showers  of  blessing," 

which  being  sung,  Eev.  Mr.  McCawley  read  from  the  20th  chapter 
of  Deuteronomy  and  from  4th  chapter  of  1st  Timothy,  after  which 
he  offered  prayer. 

The  first  verse  of  hymn  7 — 

"  Brightly  gleams  our  banner," 

was  sung,  after  which  the  President  requested  those  who  had  ques- 
tions to  ask  to  put  them  in  the  box  at  the  door. 
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The  minutes  of  the  two  previous  sessions  were  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  with  some  slight  alterations  were  approved. 

The  following  Associations  then  reported  :  Acadia  Mines,  by  Wat- 
son Smith  ;  Amherst,  F.  H.  Barron  ;  Charlotte  town,  J.  T.  Mellish  ; 
Chatham,  F.  O.  Peterson  ;  Cow  Bay,  C.  B.,  Alex.  McDonald  ;  Lunen- 
burg, R.  H.  Griffiths ;  Halifax,  Henry  Theakston  ;  Pictou,  A.  M. 
McKay ;  Moncton,  David  H.  Johnson  ;  Point  de  Bute,  Geo.  Lawson  ; 
St.  John,  A.  W.  McLeod  ;  Stellarton,  J.  D.  Eoss  ;  Truro,  K  Francis  ; 
New  Glasgow,  Geo.  D.  McDonald  ;  Westville,  Daniel  McPherson. 
[See  Appendix.] 

The  Convention  then  sang  one  verse  of 

"  From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies." 

S.  E.  Whiston  (Chairman)  then  read  the 

REPORT   OF  THE  EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

In  presenting  their  report  to  the  Twenty-Third  Convention  of  the  Associa- 
tions of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  the  Executive  Committee  are  thankful  to 
be  able  to  record  a  measure  of  success  in  the  work  within  their  jurisdiction. 

There  are  at  present  existing  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  35  Associations,  of 
which  Nova  Scotia  has  23,  New  Brunswick  10,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  2. 
Four  of  the  total  are  College  Associations. 

Two  new  Associations  have  been  organized  during  the  year — one  at  Lunen- 
burg, which  starts  under  favorable  circumstances,  and  bids  fair  to  do.  a  good 
work  in  that  thriving  town.  The  other,  with  a  membership  of  thirty,  has 
been  established  at  River  John,  Pictou  County,  and  shows  good  evidence  of 
vitality. 

The  Convention  which  met  at  Moncton,  N.  B.,  last  year,  was  attended  by  69 
Delegates  and  corresponding  members,  representing  17  Associations.  The 
International  Committee,  as  they  have  kindly  done  for  some  years,  sent  a  re- 
presentation in  the  persons  of  B.  C.  Wetmore,  their  treasurer,  and  T.  A. 
Harding,  of  Washington,  both  of  whom  had  previously  attended  Conventions 
in  this  section  of  the  work.  Several  practical  subjects  were  discussed,  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  influence  of  the  session  was  good.  One  pleasing  event 
following  the  Convention  has  been  the  starting,  under  favorable  prospects,  of 
a  new  building  for  the  Moncton  Association.  This  will  be  an  ornament  to 
that  enterprising  town,  and  it  is  hoped,  a  centre  of  blessing  to  the  whole 
community. 
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The  first  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  year  was  held  at 
Moncton,  N.  B.,  before  the  close  of  the  Convention.  The  Committee  organ- 
ized by  the  selection  of  officers  for  the  year,  and  arranged  for  four  general 
meetings  of  the  Committee  during  the  year,  to  be  held  quarterly  in  the  order 
named,  at  Halifax,  Truro,  Amherst,  and  New  Glasgow.  The  Committee  also 
plnced  members  in  charge  of  the  Districts  created  by  the  Moncton  Conven- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  Districts  Nos.  1  and  3. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Committee  took  place  at  Halifax,  November  6 
and  was  attended  by  members  resident  in  the  city,  and  J.  F.  Blanchard,  of 
Truro.  At  this  meeting  members  of  the  Committee  were  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  work  in  Districts  1  and  3.  As  instructed  by  the  Convention,  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  allotting  to  the  various  Associations  the  necessary 
amounts  for  raising  the  $1200  required  to  procure  the  services  of  a  Travelling 
Secretary,  and  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  new  sheet  of 
Hymns  for  the  use  of  the  Associations  who  may  desire  them.  This  has  since 
been  issued,  and  can  be  obtained  from  tbe  Secretary  at  the  rate  of  90  cents 
for  100  copies,  post  paid. 

The  second  general  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  took  place  at 
Truro,  N.  S.,  on  February  5,  when  there  were  present  one  member  from  each 
of  the  following  places,  namely:  Truro,  Pictou,  New  Glasgow  and  Amherst, 
and  four  from  Halifax.  A  resolution  respecting  the  late  J.  P.  Blanchard  was 
adopted  by  the  Committee.  A  lengthy  discussion  of  the  project  of  obtaining 
a  Travelling  Secretary  took  place,  and  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  scheme 
for  engaging  such  an  officer  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  until  Convention. 

The  third  general  meeting  of  the  Committee  took  place  at  Amherst  on  May 
7th,  when  there  were  present  two  members  from  Amherst,  one  each  from 
Truro,  Moncton,  and  New  Glasgow,  four*  from  Halifax,  and  the  travelling 
secretary,  who  had  just  before  entered  on  his  work.  At  this  meeting  pre- 
liminary arrangements  were  made  for  the  New  Glasgow  Convention  and  a 
route  agreed  upon  for  the  travelling  secretary,  until  the  meeting  of  that 
Convention. 

District  Conventions  have  been  held  at  Pictou  and  Amherst.  These  were 
well  attended.  Live  subjects  were  discussed  with  earnestness,  and  good 
results  followed.     We  hope  to  hear  of  more  of  this  work. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Moncton  Convention  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  Executive  Committee  took  measures  for  securing  from  the  Associa- 
tion subscriptions  towards  the  expense  of  a  Travelling  or  Provincial  Secretary. 
Having  promises  of  sufficient  funds  they,  after  considerable  correspondence 
and  due  consideration,  engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Gorton  from  April 
to  the  Convention.  Mr.  Gorton  comes  to  us  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
International  Executive  Committee  and  of  the  State  Committee  of  New  York,, 
in  whose  service  he  had  been  employed.    The  Committee  at  the  Amherst 
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meeting  arranged  a  route  for  the  work  of  the  travelling  secretary  until  the 
meeting  of  Convention.  This  route,  which  has  taken  him  over  a  large  part 
•of  the  field,  has  been  followed,  and  the  Convention  will  hear  Mr.  Gorton's  re- 
port at  a  later  date. 

The  Committee  are  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  absolute  need  of  such 
an  officer  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work,  and  will  recommend  the 
continuance  of  Mr.  Gorton  in  the  position.  They  will,  however,  only  do  this 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  75%  of  the  SI  200  necessary  for  the  work  be 
pledged  before  the  close  of  this  convention. 

The  Executive  Committee  at  its  first  meeting  in  Moncton  arranged  that  a 
general  meeting  should  be  held  every  three  months  at  a  different  place.  This 
arrangement  has  been  carried  out,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  preceding  sections 
of  this  report.  The  Committee  feel,  however,  that  it  has  not  been  as  success- 
ful in  securing  a  general  attendance  of  the  members  as  was  hoped 

The  week  of  prayer  for  young  men  was  observed  by  many  of  our  Associa- 
tions last  Autumn.  Much  good  has  accrued  in  past  years  from  this  annual 
season  of  prayer  and  the  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  second  Lord's 
Day  of  November  next,  and  as  much  of  the  week  following  as  practicable,  be 
observed  by  our  Associations  generally  as  a  season  of  special  and  fervent  pray- 
er for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  our  work,  and  that,  as  in  other  years,  a  collec- 
tion be  taken  at  that  time  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  International  Executive 
Committee. 

The  Committee  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  kind  assistance  rendered  to 
the  work  in  these  Provinces  by  the  International  Committee,  both  by  send- 
ing a  deputation  to  the  last  Convention  and  by  sending  to  us  in  the  winter 
Mr.  W.  M.  Griffiths  to  aid  in  securing  funds  for  the  new  building  at  Moncton, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  securing  of  a  Travelling  Secretary. 

The  Committee  have  to  record  with  sorrow  the  loss  by  death  during  the 
year  of  one  of  their  number.  Bro.  J.  F.  Blanchard,  of  Truro.  At  the  first 
meeting  after  his  death  the  Committee  adopted  the  following  resolution  : — 
"  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  desire 
to  place  on  record  their  high  appreciation  of  their  late  co-worker,  Bro.  J.  F. 
Blanchard,  who  was  called  home  a  few  weeks  ago,  after  a  life  well  and  faith- 
fully spent  in  the  service  of  the  Master.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Executive 
held  at  Halifax  it  had  the  pleasure  of  Bro.  Blanchard's  presence  and  co-oper- 
ation ;  and  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  realize  that  we  shall  see  his  face  no  more. 
The  worker  has  gone  but  his  works  remain,  a  testimony  to  his  Christian  zeal 
in  various  enterprises  connected  with  the  Church,  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  and  other  channels  of  blessing  to  his  follow-men." 

A  very  encouraging  feature  of  our  work  is  the  formation  of  Associations 
in  our  Colleges.  The  Committee  is  pleased  to  learn  that  wherever  College 
Associations  exist  good  work  is  being  done  in  the  development  of  Christian 
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•workers  ;  so  that  we  might  reasonably  look  to  this  part  of  the  field  as  an  im- 
portant factor  of  the  progress  of  the  work. 

The  Committee  are  glad  to  note  the  increased  interest  being  taken  in  boys' 
work,  special  prominence  being  given  to  it  by  the  Associations  in  Amherst, 
Truro,  New  Glasgow,  Pictou,  and  Moncton.  We  hope,  however,  that  this 
branch  will  grow  still  more  rapidly,  and  that  next  year  the  Ex-Committee 
will  be  able  to  report  a  much  larger  number  of  Associations  engaged  in  this 
work. 

The  Committee  note  with  pleasure  the  decided  advantage  gained  by- the 
increase  in  the  number  of  General  Secretaries  employed,  of  which  there  are 
now  seven  within  the  limits  of  the  Convention.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the 
•coming  year  the  number  will  be  increased. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

S.  E.  WHISTON,   Chairman. 
W.  B.  McNUTT,  Secretary. 

On  motion,  the  report  w  as  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  con- 
sisting of — 

A.  W.  McLeod,  St.  John.  J.  H.  McDonald,  Acadia  College. 

E.  H.  Barron,  Amherst.  Dr.  Kelly,  Montreal. 

W.  R.  McCurdy,  Halifax.  J.  B.  McLean  of  Dalhousie  College. 

J.  D.  McKay,  Truro. 

Following  is  a  resume  of  the  discussion  which  ensued  on  Associ- 
ation Reports  : 

Mr.  Budge  said  it  would  be  well  to  find  out  what  lines  were  no  longer  an 
experiment,  so  that  they  could  work  towards  that  end.  There  were  certain 
sized  towns  that  could  utilize  particular  lines  of  works,  and  larger  towns  and 
cities  in  which  other  kinds  of  work  would  suit  better.  He  would  ask  Mr# 
Hague  what  lines  of  work  were  best  for  towns  of  5000  and  under,  taking  the 
towns  with  a  Secretary. 

Mr.  Hague. — The  young  men's  meeting,  the  Bible  class,  the  Bible  training 
•class.  Too  many  cf  our  Associations  had  not  the  training  class,  and  there 
were  some  that  had  not  the  Bible  class.  Every  Association  ought  to  have  a 
boarding-house  register,  and  ought  to  undertake  socials,  and  have  an  em- 
ployment bureau.  Many  in  small  towns  that  could  support  gymnasiums 
were  fitting  up  bath  rooms.  Some  took  up  gymnasiums  if  they  had  a 
Secretary  who  could  teach— better  not  have  them  without  a  teacher.  Athletic 
grounds  could  be  secured  in  many  towns.  These  could  be  undertaken  with 
&  teacher,  and  sometimes  without. 
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Mn.  Budge. — What  would  you  have  without  a  Secretary  ? 

Mr.  Hague.— I  would  not  touch  gymnastics  without  some  one  to  attend 
to  them.  Athletic  grounds  had  been  undertaken  with  good  results  without 
a  Secretary.  Socials  and  educational  classes  could  be  taken  Up  without 
Secretaries  ;  the  Bible  training  classes  and  College  Associations  also ;  and 
they  were  doing  it.  In  towns  of  5000  and  under  they  had  four  Associations 
with  Boys'  Branches,  and  four  towns  of  that  size  had  training  classes.  He 
would  give  the  Bible  class  the  preference.  There  were  20  Associations  in 
towns  of  5000  and  under  represented  here. 

Mr.  Budge.— These  are  important  points  to  bring  out.  Wherever  there 
is  a  Bible  class  there  can  be  a  training  class.  The  smallest  Associations 
have  training  classes  for  personal  work.  The  membership  had  the  first  claim 
upon  the  Association,  and  we  were  apt  to  overlook  that.  The  training  class 
would  come  into  use  for  systematic  work  among  the  associate  members. 

A.  M.  McKay  said  that  in  the  training  class  young  men  were  especially 
prepared  to  meet  the  doubts  and  difficulties  of  unbelievers,  and  to  do  per- 
sonal work.  In  the  matter  of  young  men's  meetings,  it  was  thought  they 
were  on  the  increase. 

Mr.  Budge  said  every  small  town  of  5000  or  under  ought  to  have  an 
alphabetical  list  of  the  young  men  in  that  town.  That  list  ought  to  be  the- 
constituency  upon  which  the  Association  should  work  systematically.  The 
result  would  be  found  surprising.  The  list  would  form  a  foundation  for 
aggressive  work .  Every  active  member  should  have  a  share  in  some  kind 
of  work.  Every  Association  should  have  a  Boys'  Branch  for  work  among 
boys,  and  Bible  training  classes,  and  individual  work  of  the  active  members 
among  the  associate  members  of  the  Association. 

The  Devotional  Committee  reported. 

The  Business  Committee  reported. 

Both  reports  were  adopted,  after  which  the  Session  was  closed  by 
the  singing  of — 

"  Take  the  name  of  Jesus  with  you," 
and  the  Benediction  by  J.  R.  Hague. 
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FRIDAY    AFTERNOON     SESSION. 


United  Presbyterian  Church, 

August  8,  1890. 

The  Convention  met  for  half-an-hour's  devotional  exercises  at  2 
o'clock,  led  by  Bro.  Frank  Dawson,  of  Fictou.  The  President  then 
took  the  chair,  and  requested  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson,  of  New  Glasgow, 
to  open  with  reading  of  Scripture  and  prayer. 

"  Safe  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I," 
was  sung. 

After  the  minutes  .of  Morning  Session  were  read  and  approved, 
E.  W.  Gorton,  Travelling  Secretary,  read  his  report  as  follows  : — 

Before  reading  this  report  a  word  of  explanation,  perhaps,  may  not  be  out 
of  place.  It  was  written  somewhat  confidentially  and  particularly  for  the 
information  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  forwarded  to  its  Chairman, 
with  the  expectation  that  so  much  of  itas  might  be  thought  wise  and  proper, 
would  be  embodied  in  the  report  of  that  Committee.  It  never  entered  my 
mind  that  I  should  be  called  on  to  present  it  here.  However,  as  it  has  been 
deemed  of  sufficient  value  and  importance,  I  am  pleased  to  submit  it  in  full 
to  this  Convention. 

I  reached  Halifax,  on  the  Steamer  "  Halifax,"  Sunday,  April  21,  receiving 
a  hearty  welcome  from  the  worthy  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  your  Execu- 
tive Committee,  Messrs.  Whiston  and  McNutt.  Met  Executive  on  Wednes- 
day following  and,  under  instructions,  proceeded  to  St.  John  on  the  20th,  to 
assist  in  arranging  the  financial  affairs  of  that  Association.  Work  here  was 
not  so  successful  as  it  would  have  been  under  more  favorable  circumstances. 
No  work  had  been  planned  and  no  arrangements  made  with  directors 
to  accompany  me  in  the  work  of  solicitation.  This  was  owing  to  no  fault  of 
the  Association  or  its  officers,  but  partly  to  the  uncertainty  which  neces- 
sarily surrounded  the  time  of  my  arrival,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  my  visit 
occurred  at  moving  time,  when  all  had  their  hands  more  than  full  with  pri- 
vate affairs,  and  could  find  little  or  no  time  to  give  me  in  the  work. 
However,  at  my  suggestion,  it  was  decided  to  try  the  "  Sustaining  Mem- 
bers" plan  of  raising  current  expenses,  and  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of 
about  $1400  were  secured.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  Convention 
had  been  without  a  General  Secretary  for  many  months,  I  found  it  doing  ex- 
cellent work.    Mr.  Simpson,  one  of  their  active  members  and  a  teacher  in  the 
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schools,  was  acting  as  Secretary,  giving  it  such  time  as  he  could  spare  from 
other  duties,  and  to  his  faithfulness  must  be  credited  much  of  the  efficiency 
and  success  which  characterized  the  work.  In  addition  to  the  Young  Men's 
Meeting  of  Sunday  a  "  Workers'  Training  Class  "  was  doing  admirable  work, 
one  session  of  which  it  was  my  pleasure  to  attend.  A  "  Chatauqua  Circle  " 
also  meets  weekly,  which  attracts  a  large  number  of  yonng  men  ;  and  the 
Gymnasium  must  not  be  overlooked  as  an  important  factor  in  the  work. 
I  addressed  their  Young  Men's  Meeting  on  the  28th.  Mr.  A.  W.  McLeod.  for- 
merly your  Travelling  Secretary,  has,  fortunately,  I  am  led  to  believe,  been 
engaged  to  become  their  General  Secretary,  and  is  expected  about  August  1. 
(Since  writing  the  above,  as  most  of  you  know,  Mr.  McLeod  has  arrived  upon 
the  field,  and  we  rejoice  to  have  him  with  us  upon  the  floor  of  this  Associa- 
tion.) While  in  St.  John,  I  made  two  visits  to  the  Carlton  Association, 
speaking  at  their  meeting,  May  4.  This  Association  is  doing  but  a  very  lim- 
ited work,  wholly  confined  to  one  "mixed"  meeting  each  week,  after  the 
Church  services  on  Sunday  evening,  and  needs  the  encouragement  and  foster- 
ing care  of  the  Executive  to  bring  it  up  to  anything  like  efficiency.  There 
seems  to  be  great  need  for  our  work  in  Carlton,  but  the  field  will  be  a  diffi- 
cult one  from  its  contiguity  to  the  city.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
solution  of  a  work  there  lies  in  making  it  a  branch  of  the  St.  John  Asssocia- 
tion.  The  funds  for  the  support  of  both  could  then  be  raised  in  one  budget, 
and  such  privileges  and  supervision  provided  for  Carlton  as  would  make  it  a 
great  blessing  to  her  young  men.  As  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  City  of  John, 
such  action  would  seem  eminently  wise  and  proper,  and  we  would  commend 
it  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  friends  of  the  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
river. 

I  attended  the  District  Convention  in  Amherst  May  7th,  and  assisted  in 
same,  conducting  "  Question  drawer  "  at  its  close.  Also  met  with  Executive 
Committee  at  same  time  and  place,  participating  in  its  work  and  plans  for 
the  Convention  in  August,  and  receiving  instructions  as  to  my  movements 
prior  to  that  date.  Remained  for  a  few  days  attending  their  Boys'  prayer 
meeting  May  9th,  and  conducting  the  Young  Men's  meeting  May  11th  ;  and 
in  meantime  arranging  to  make  Amherst  temporary  headquarters.  Am  glad 
to  report  the  work  here  in  a  flourishing  condition  financially  and  otherwise. 
At  my  suggestion  they  have  adopted  the  same  method  of  providing  current 
expenses  of  which  I  have  spoken  and  successfully  put  it  into  practice,  secur- 
ing already  about  S700  on  that  plan.  The  Young  Men's  Meeting  here  is  wor- 
thy of  special  mention,  as  an  example  of  what  can  be  done  through  an 
efficient  Invitation  Committee  and  earnest  work  along  definite  lines  by  Gen- 
eral Secretary  and  Board.  This  meeting  has  had  a  remarkable  development 
within  the  past  year,  and  is  now  a  Youvg  Men's  meeting  with  an  attendance 
ranging  from  fifty  to  more  than  a  hundred.  The  work  for  boys,  too,  has 
been  noteworthy.  Starting  with  only  4  or  5  Christian  boys  it  has  grown  to 
^a  "  branch"  of  50,  with  a  band  of  some  35  Christian  boys  doing  personal 
■work,  and  in  training  for   future  usefulness  in   association  and  church. 


Leaving  Amherst  May  14th  I  went  to  Moncton,  stopping  between  trains  and 
-visiting  the  College  Association  at  Sackville,  where  I  met  several  of  its 
workers,  urging  importance  of  Convention,  and  was  assured  they  would  not 
fail  of  representation  at  that  gathering. 

During  my  stay  in  Moncton  my  time  was  mainly  occupied  in  assisting  the 
building  committee  in  arranging  its  plans  and  soliciting  subscriptions  for 
the  new  building,  in  which  we  were  quite  successful.  About  this  time  the 
Association  was  fortunate  in  selling  a  part  of  its  lot  for  S1800  cash,  which, 
with  subscriptions  already  secured,  swelled  the  fund  to  about  S7,000.  By 
thorough  canvassing  among  all  classes  of  the  people,  the  handsome  sum  of 
nearly  $10,000  was  reached.  The  building  will  be  55  ft.  front  by  100  deep> 
by  44  ft.  rear,  and  will  cost,  including  lot,  about  $21,000.  The  Association 
has  borrowed  SI 2,000  at  5  per  cent.,  and  expects  to  have  an  income  of  $1300 
with  which  to  meet  interest,  etc.,  and  provide  a  sinking  fund.  The  interior 
of  the  building  is  arranged  after  the  latest  and  most  approved  ideas,  and 
will  furnish  facilities  ample  and  attractive  for  a  grand  and  aggressive  work 
in  this  already  large,  important  and  growing  field. 

On  the  Sunday  after  my  arrival  in  Moncton,  I  had  an  opportunity,  through 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Gerrior,  Evangelist,  who  was  concluding  a  series  of 
meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  of  presenting  "  the  Work  "  to 
a  large  congregation  in  connection  with  his  farewell  meeting.  Also  spoke 
twice  at  their  young  men's  meeting,  and  once  at  a  meeting  of  the  "  Boys' 
Branch."  I  believe  the  Association,  with  the  new  building  complete  in  every 
appointment,  will  take  on  new  life  and  vigor,  and  push  out  for  a  thorough 
occupancy  of  the  field.  Indeed  the  work  has  already  begun  to  feel  the  im- 
pulse, and  young  men  generally  are  becoming  interested. 

Leaving  Moncton  June  14th,  I  visited  Chatham,  attending  three  services 
on  the  day  following  (Sunday),  conducting  the  young  men's  meeting  at  4 
o'clock,  and  addressing  a  large  gathering  at  Temperance  Hall  in  the  evening. 
This  Association  has  a  devoted,  though  not  very  numerous,  band  of  workers, 
and  is  doing  definite  work  for  young  men.  It  holds  a  consecration  meeting 
Sunday  morning,  the  4  o'clock  young  men's  meeting,  and  a  week-day  Bible 
study,  and  not  a  "mixed"  meeting.  What  seems  to  be  needed  for  increased 
usefulness  and  growth  is  better  accommodations  ;  but  without  building  the}' 
seem  to  be  unobtainable.  I  sincerely  hope  God  has  a  blessing  in  store  for 
them  in  this  direction.  Their  zeal  and  intelligence  in  the  work  would  render 
it  indeed  a  blessing  to  Chatham  and  her  young  men,  and  my  prayer  is  that 
•God  may  increase  their  faith  and  enable  them  to  "  arise  and  build." 

On  the  16th  I  went  to  Newcastle,  where  there  had  been  an  Association 
some  three  years  since.  From  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  work  and  consecra- 
ted young  men,  however,  it  was  short-lived.  The  field  is  not  a  very  large  one, 
yet  in  my  judgment,  has  more  need  and  is  better  able  to  support  an  Associa- 
tion than  many  villages  which  are  doing  so  quite  successfully,  and  is  legiti- 
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mate  ground  for  future  operations.  Returned  from  Chatham  to  Amherst 
June  18th.  From  thence  went  to  Springhill,  meeting  this  Building  Com- 
mittee and  presenting  plans  for  their  proposed  building,  which  met  unani- 
mous approval.  The  Manager  of  the  Mines,  Mr.  Cowan,  had  presented  them 
with  a  valuable  lot,  and  assured  them  of  financial  aid,  and  they  were  in  hopes 
to  go  on  immediately  with  the  work.  Presume,  however,  the  strike  in  the 
mines  will  prevent  this  and  may  delay  indefinitely  the  fulfilment  of  their 
plans.  A  new  building  is  just  what  is  needed  to  set  them  on  their  feet  and 
make  the  Association  the  aggressive  force  it  ought  to  be  in  Springhill.  Here* 
too,  when  the  proper  time  comes,  the  services  of  the  Travelling  Secretary 
will  be  indispensable  in  pushing  this  project  through  successfully.  Should 
this  place  get  a  building,  a  General  Secretary  would  be  next  in  order  and  he 
could  be  supported.  Thence  went  to  Oxford,  where  there  had  also  been  an 
Association  for  a  short  time,  but  for  lack  of  attention  of  the  right  sort  and  a* 
the  right  time  it  went  down.  This  place  is  new  and  not  large,  but  it  is  rapidly 
building  up  and  furnishes  employment  for  a  large  number  of  young  men.  It 
is  one  of  the  places  which  should  be  kept  in  view,  when  in  the  not  distant 
future,  with  proper  supervision,  a  useful  and  successful  work  might  be 
inaugurated.  I  visited  Acadia  Mines  on  the  25th  of  June  and  found  them 
"holding  the  fort/'  though  numerically  weak.  I  believe  the  membership 
is  seven.  What  they  need  is  something  in  the  way  of  inducement,  to  draw 
in  the  non-church-going  young  men,  of  whom  there  are  many  among  the 
miners  ;  such  as  reading-room,  games,  gymnasium,  &c.  Some  of  the  pastors 
of  the  place  as  well  as  others  see  this  need  and  we  believe  have  faith  enough 
to  try  to  secure  a  building  for  the  purpose,  if  they  can  have  the  aid  and 
encouragement  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  the  undertaking.  My  next 
visit  was  at  Halifax,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  with  the  Exe- 
cutive about  Convention,  issuing  of  circulars,  programmes,  blanks,  etc.,  etc. 
Returned  to  Amherst  July  1st,  and  two  days  after  left  for  Summerside,  P, 
E.  I.,  speaking  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  July  5th.  Without  doubt 
what  they  need  and  must  have  at  Summerside  is  a  building  for  the  further 
development  of  their  work.  All  who  are  interested  feel  this,  and  I  gave  them 
an  earnest  talk  along  this  line.  After  the  matter  was  discussed  with  con- 
siderable animation,  the  prevalent  opinion  being  that  they  should  go  on  with 
the  project  at  once,  a  resolution  was  passed  asking  the  Executive  for  the 
services  of  a  Travelling  Secretary  as  soon  after  Convention  as  possible,  and 
for  such  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  assist  in  making  the  project  a  reality. 
The  Association  already  owns  an  excellent  lot,  but  the  building  is  old  and 
entirely  unsuitable.  With  proper  encouragement,  I  think  this  could  be  ac- 
complished, and  the  Association  put  in  position  to  reach  the  young  men  as  it 
has  not  yet  been  able.  Spent  Sunday,  the  6th,  in  Charlottetown,  addressing 
their  meeting  in  the  afternoon,  and  talking  over  the  work  informally  with 
some  of  the  directors.  The  Associatioon  is  not  working  the  young  men  of 
the  town  in  any  adequate  degree,  and  is  doing  little  or  no  definite  work  for 
them.    Some  of  the  good  brethren  there,  however,  are  by  no  means  asleep. 
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They  own  a  very  good  building,  I  believe,  nearly  free  of  debt,  and  by  God's 
blessing,  I  trust  will  soon  see  their  way  open  to  man  and  fix  up  this  impor- 
tant outport  to  do  effective  work  for  God  and  young  men.  Left  Charlotte- 
town  for  Sydney  July  7,  arriving  on  the  morning  of  the  9th.  Went 
immediately  to  North  Sydney  and  looked  up  matters.  Found  the  Associa- 
tion practically  dead.  For  its  demise  there  seems  to  have  been  several 
reasons.  The  main  reason  was,  doubtless,  lack  of  intelligence  regarding  our 
work,  its  aims  and  methods.  There  are  some  good  men  and  true  here,  how- 
ever, and  some  much  interested  in  the  work  for  young  men.  To  my  mind, 
from  what  I  could  gather  during  my  short  stay  in  Cape  Breton,  this  place 
affords  the  broadest  and  best  field  met  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  as  much,  certainly, 
as  any  other,  and  with  proper  attention  could  not  have  gone  down.  What  it 
needs  is  a  little  time  spent  there  to  rake  together  and  stir  up  the  embers  ; 
get  some  new  wood  to  throw  on  and  they  would  have  a  good  fire.  I  visited 
Bridgeport  on  the  10th,  finding  only  a  few  hundred  people  and  one  Protestant 
Church.  The  Asscciation  is  doing  all  that  can  be  expected.  There  are  almost 
no  Protestant  young  men.  Little  to  do  and  few  to  do  it.  This  seems  to 
describe  the  situation  at  St.  Peter's  also,  which  I  visited  on  my  return,  July  15. 
There  is  little  field  for  our  work  in  either  of  these  places,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment their  organization  was,  at  least,  of  doubtful  wisdom.  My  idea  is  that 
the  agent  of  this  Executive  could  much  more  profitably  spend  his  time  in 
bringing  up  the  work  where  it  already  exists  and  establishing  it  in  the  centres 
where  there  is  actual  and  crying  need  for  this  kind  of  work.  The  Associa- 
tion of  Glace  Bay  is  doing  little  if  anything.  The  field  is  small  and  the 
people  largely  Roman  Catholics.  Other  things  also  obstruct  the  way,  and  until 
some  favorable  conditions  arise,  I  would  hardly  think  it  wise  to  do 
anything  about  it.  Visited  Cow  Bay  on  the  11th  and  addressed  their 
meeting  the  same  evening.  This,  on  the  whole,  is  the  most  active  Asso- 
ciation in  Cape  Breton,  and  though  I  should  like  to  see  it  reaching 
more  of  the  young  men,  I  feel  that  it  is  doing  remarkably  well  and 
can  scarcely  do  more,  unless  God  should  in  some  way  provide  them  a 
General  Secretary.  It  has  a  building  of  its  own,  which  with  the  addition  of 
a  gymnasium,  would  give  them  ample  facilities  for  their  work.  This  Asso- 
ciation is  fortunate  in  having  the  active  sympathy  and  support  of  all  the 
solid,  good  men  of  the  place.  The  work  at  Sydney  has  been  having  its  "ups 
and  downs,"  and  just  now  seems  to  be  somewhat  in  the  '•'  downs."  However, 
I  by  no  means  despair  of  Sydney.  There  are  a  good  number  of  faithful  and 
.solid  friends  of  the  work,  and  some  day  they  will  shake  themselves  and  give 
the  Association  such  a  lift  as  will  set  it  a  long  way  in  advance.  The  Associ- 
ation owns  a  good  building,  with  water  lot  deep  enough  to  furnish  gymna- 
sium, boating,  bathing,  &c,  &c.  These  things  are  already  beginning  to  take 
shape  in  the  minds  of  some,  and  they  will  materialize  some  day.  Then  will 
<;ome  a  General  Secretary,  and  Sydney  will  step  to  the  front  in  Association 
work  in  Cape  Breton,  and  "  provoke  to  emulation  "  all  around.  Then  we 
shall  see  a  general  revival  all  down  that  way. 
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Returned  to  Pictou  County  July  16th.  After  being  occupied  a  few  days 
with  preparations  for  the  Convention,  I  visited  Stellarton  on  the  24th  and 
addressed  their  meeting.  Hope  the  call  may  result  in  their  attempting  to 
work  on  more  definite  lines.  At  present  they  have  no  men's  meeting,  and,  as 
usual,  some  are  opposed  to  any  change.  I  think,  though,  improvement  can 
be  effected  if  properly  looked  after.  Visited  Hopewell  on  the  25th.  There 
are  unfortunate  complications  existing  here  which  render  any  practical 
Association  work  difficult  of  attainment.  A  good  work  might  be  done  under 
more  favorable  conditions.  My  stay  in  Hopewell  was  necessarily  very  brief,, 
but  I  hope  to  learn  more  of  the  situation,  and  render  help  if  possible.  Spent 
July  26  and  27  in  Westville  attending  their  evening  meetings  and  conducting 
their  afternoon  service.  They  have  three  men's  meetings  per  month  ;  the 
others  are  "  mixed."  Also  spoke  on  the  work  to  a  large  congregation  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  the  same  evening.  Talked  with  the  brethren  about  a. 
General  Secretary  for  Westville,  and  hope,  in  answer  to  our  prayers,  the  Lord 
may  open  the  way.  A  Secretary,  some  good  .secular  attractions,  and  the 
change  to  definite  work,  is  needed  to  reach  the  young  men,  and  is  the  solu- 
tion of  the  whole  situation.  The  field  needs  good  work,  for  the  proportion 
of  young  men  is  very  large.  In  fact,  no  town  of  its  size  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces  has  greater  need  of  a  live  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  than 
Westville.  Went  from  Westville  to  Middle  River.  This  is  just  a  country 
district,  and,  of  course,  my  views  with  regard  to  other  like  places  of  which 
I  have  spoken  would  apply  with  even  greater  force  here.  I  spoke  to  them( 
encouraging  them  to  personal  christian  effort,  and  suggesting  some  methods 
of  getting  about  it  which  might  be  practical.  Spent  July  31  and  August  1 
in  River  John.  This  is  one  of  the  new  Associations  of  the  year,  organized 
about  three  months  since.  It  has  rented  very  suifable  rooms,  and  seems  in  a 
fair  way  to  do  good  work.  I  addressed  this  meeting,  offering  such  sugges- 
tions as  might  be  helpful  in  getting  them  started  right.  This  Association  is 
fortunate  in  having  for  President  a  gentleman  of  experience  elsewhere  in 
Association  affairs,  Mr.  M.  H.  Fitzpatrick.  I  was  not  able  to  get  to  Cape 
John,  though  I  hoped  to  do  so.  I  learn,  however,  it  is  still  struggling  on  in 
a  small  way.  This,  like  other  localities  mentioned,  is  hardly  ground  for  our 
v  oik. 

Though  I  have  not  paid  any  special  visit  to  New  Glasgow,  Truro  and  Pic- 
tou, I  have  some  acquaintance  with  the  work  at  all  these  points,  and  am 
greatly  encouraged  and  gratified  with  the  progress  they  are  making.  In 
fp.ct,  though  I  had  no  previous  knowledge  with  which  to  compare,  I  am  con- 
strained to  believe,  from  all  I  can  gather,  that  in  all  these  there  has  been  a 
marked  development,  especially  during  the  past  year,  in  all  correct  aims 
and  methods  of  Association  work,  and  have  met  with  corresponding  success 
and  appreciation,  and  I  believe  that  the  experience  of  these  Associations  and 
of  Amherst  has  demonstrated  conclusively  to  observing  men  that  no  place 
able  to  support  a  General  Secretary  can  afford  to  be  without  one.  At  this 
point  allow  me  to  explain  what  the  Executive  already  understand,  that  this 
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report  i9  not  intended  as  a  survey  of  the  whole  field,  but  only  of  the  ground 
laid  out  for  me  prior  to  this  Convention.  I  think  I  have  now  completed  the 
circuit. 

On  the  whole,  I  have  seen  enough  of  the  work  and  its  needs  in  these  Pro- 
vinces to  have  become  intensely  interested  in  it,  and  to  convince  me  that 
under  proper  supervision  the  conditions  are  favorable  for  a  widening,  solid 
and  increasingly  fruitful  development  of  our  work  in  the  months  and  years 
which  lie  just  before  us. 

Since  entering  the  field  as  your  Travelling  Secretary  I  have  visited  25 
cities  and  villages  on  Association  business,  and  made  24  addresses,  besides 
speaking  informally  on  many  other  occasions.  I  have  met  with  14  Board 
and  Committee  Meetings,  giving  such  aid  and  advice  as  I  could.  I  have  also 
written  108  letters  on  Association  matters,  assisted  in  preparation  of  pro- 
grammes, circulars,  blanks,  etc.,  for  Convention,  and  written  several  articles 
for  the  press,  etc.,  etc. 

This,  in  brief,  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done.  Of  its  value,  however, 
others  must  be  the  judges.  I  feel  that  God  has  obviously  blessed  my  humble 
eflorts  and  am  content  to  leave  the  results  with  Him  who  alone  is  able  to 
make  it  spring  up  and  bring  forth  fruit  thirty— sixty— and  an  hundred  fold 
to  praise  and  glory. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  W.. GORTON, 

Travelling  Secretary. 

In  answer  to  questions,  Mr.  Gorton  stated  that  three  or  four  places 
would  soon  justify  the  employment  of  Secretaries.  Spring  Hill, 
Surnmerside,  Westville,  and  Sydney  were  the  places.  Lunenburg  he 
had  not  visited  and  had  no  knowledge  of  it.  Yarmouth  had  no  Associa- 
tion. Moncton  had  a  General  Secretary  who  devoted  his  evenings 
only  to  the  work,  as  he  was  employed  on  railroad  business  during 
the  day.  He  had  not  visited  any  of  the  College  Associations,  except 
Sackville,  where  he  was  for  only  two  hours.  The  solution  of  the 
problem  in  Charlottetown  consisted  in  finding  a  man  as  General 
Secretary  able  to  conduct  the  gymnasium. 

v  A  report  from  Middle  Musquodoboit  was  received  and  read,  and 
a  letter  from  the  President,  S.  Lindsay,  expressing  regret  that  the 
Association  was  not  represented  at  the  Convention. 

A  report  from  the  Carriboo  River  Association  was  received  and 
read. 

A  report  from  the  Hopewell  Association  was  also  read. 
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W.  H.  Waddell,  of  Halifax,  presented  the  following  greeting  from 
the  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor.  He  said  that 
the  Society's  Convention  would  meet  next  week  in  Jftctou,  and  the 
llev.  F.  E.  Clake,  the  founder,  would  be  present  from  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  a  grand  Convention,  and  the  first  of  the  kind 
in  the  Maritime  Provinces.  The  Society  was  spreading,  was  strong 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and.  especially  in  the  county  of  Pictou. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  in  Convention  assembled,  New  Glasgow,  1th  to  \0th  August,  1890 : 
Dear  Brethren,— On  the  occasion  of  the  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  Associations  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  we,  the  undersigned  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Young  People's  Societies  of  Christian  Endeavor  beg  to 
extend  our  hearty  congratulations  on  the  success  of  your  past  work,  and  to 
assure  you  of  our  warmest  wishes  and  most  earnest  prayers  for  your  con- 
tinued, and  even  more  abundant  success  in  the  years  that  are  to  come.  We 
rejoice  in  the  warm  evangelical  enthusiasm  which  you,  by  the  Divine  bless- 
ing, have  been  permitted  to  foster  ;  we  joyfully  contemplate  the  grand  work 
you  have  done  in  seeking  to  uplift  your  fellows  spiritually  ;  in  the  great 
efforts  you  have  put  forth  for  the  physical,  social  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment of  the  young  men  of  our  Provinces.  Our  hearts  are  glad  because  of  the 
increase  of  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  larger  Christian  unity,  not  a  little  of 
which  is  due  to  your  earnest  efforts  in  the  way  of  spreading  abroad  the 
knowledge  of  the  common  salvation.  You  may  well  thank  God  and  take 
courage,  in  view  of  Divine  blessings  which  you  have  enjoyed  in  the  past, 
while  hopefully  and  earnestly  pressing  forward  to  higher  attainments  in  the 
future. 

As  a  sister  organization  we  greet  you.  You  will  never  find  in  us  jealous 
critics.  We  will  always  be  your  hearty  allies  in  every  movement  which  is 
calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  our  fellow-immortals.  We  trust  in  and 
acknowledge  the  same  Saviour,  who  shed  His  precious  blood  for  us.  We 
hope  to  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  our  grateful  and  humble 
word  of  testimony  concerning  that  "name  which  is  above  every  name." 
"  We  are  not  divided,  all  one  body  we — one  in  hope  and  doctrine,  one  in 
charity." 

You  will  rejoice  in  the  success  which  has  attended  our  organization  since 
the  time  of  its  inception.  There  are  now  11,013  Christian  Endeavor  Societies 
in  the  world.  The  modest  little  Mayflower  Province  claims  105  of  that 
number. 

Our  work  has  been  distinguished  by  numerical  increase,  but  better  still  we 
have  much  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  enriching  blessing  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit.     Our  prayer  is  that  God  by  His  grace  would  make  us  equal  to  our 
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opportunity,  so  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  do  all  things  through  "Christ 
which  strengtheneth  us." 

On  your  behalf,  we  will  pray  "  that  your  love  may  abound  yet  more  and 
more  in  knowledge,  and  in  all  judgment ;  that  ye  may  approve  things  that 
are  excellent ;  that  ye  may  be  sincere  and  without  offence  till  the  day  of 
Christ ;  being  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus 
Christ,  unto  the  glory  and  praise  of  Christ.".  We  are 
Faithfully  and  affectionately, 

Yours  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

JOHN  S.  SMITH,  SwpH. 
J.  L.  GEORGE. 

On  motion,  it  was  decided  to  refer  the  communication  to  the 
Business  Committee. 

A.  W.  McLeod  read  a  paper  on  — 

"PEOVINCIAL  WOEK-ITS  IiMPOETANCE  AND  NEEDS." 

Its  importance  :  —  Whatever  may  have  been  the  mistakes  and  failures  of 
the  past,  the  present  position  of  Y.  M.  C.  Association  work  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  enlisting  as  it  does,  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  best  and 
brightest  business  men  of  the  country,  and  endorsed  by  leading  ministers  of 
all  evangelical  denominations,  is  due  largely  to  the  men  who,  after  attend- 
ing the  Montreal  Conference  in  1867,  came  back  full  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
to  organize  the  Provincial  work  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.  Provincial 
work  is  important  on  account  of  its  reflex  influence  on  local  Associations. 
The  Churches  mostly  interested  in  world-wide  missions  are  the  Churches 
most  effective  in  their  local  fields.  In  the  same  way,  those  Associations 
which  are  most  interested  in  the  Provincial  and  International  work,  are  in- 
variably the  ones  which  do  the  most  for  the  young  men  of  their  own  com- 
munities. Provincial  work  is  important,  because  the  Associations  now 
established  need  the  careful  supervision  of  trained  man.  Many  methods  are 
being  employed  which  he  could  correct.  In  too  many  cases  a  general  work 
is  being  done,  which  he  could  lead  into  right  channels.  Provincial  work 
was  important,  because  in  the  matter  of  organization  of  new  Associations* 
"  there  remaineth  much  land  to  be  possessed."  In  Western  Nova  Scotia — 
Windsor,  Wolfville,  Kentville,  Middleton,  Annapolis,  Digby,  Yarmouth, 
Shelburne,  Lockeport,  and  Bridgewater,  had  no  Associations.  Northern  New 
Brunswick  has  not  yet  been  touched.  In  P.  E.  Island  there  are  only  two 
Associations ;  in  Cape  Breton  only  four.  There  are  150,000  young  men  in 
these  Maritime  Provinces,  over  100,000  of  them  having  no  Church  connec- 
tion.   These  fields  should  be  occupied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Needs. — 1.    A  live  executive  committee  of  representative  business 
men  who  believe  in  the  work,  who  are  in  sympathy  with  young  men,  and 
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enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  pastors  and  churches  of  their  respective  commu- 
nities. 2.  An  efficient  travelling  secretary  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the 
work.  3.  Last,  but  not  least,  money.  This  last  feature  of  the  case  will  be 
treated  of  by  others  who  will  follow  me. 

Mr.  D.  A.  Budge  was  in  accord  with  what  Mr.  McLeod  had  said.  The 
one  question  that  especially  concerned  Provincial  work  was  money,  and  it 
should  not  be  left  wholly  to  the  Provincial  Associations  as  such,  but  they 
should  begin  with  the  junior  membership.  They  might  contribute,  as  was 
the  case  in  Montreal,  by  the  envelope  system.  A  portion  went  to  the  Inter- 
national Committee,  a  portion  to  the  Provincial  work,  and  some  to  the 
foreign  mission.  A  considerable  amount  had  been  given  in  one  year  in  this 
way  to  the  work  in  India.  We  want  to  raise  $1000  this  year  for  the  Provin- 
cial, International,  and  Indian  work.  Money  must  be  raised  if  the  work  is 
to  go  on.  The  whole  thing  is  just  a  question  of  money.  You  have  the  man, 
and  you  have,  therefore,  nine-tenths  of  the  difficulty  solved.  In  this  connec- 
tion, we  remember  with  pleasure  our  departed  Brother  John  S.  Maclean. 
What  a  breadth  of  interest  he  had  in  the  whole  work  of  the  continent ! 

J.  R.  Hague  was  called  upon.     He  said : 

There  was  a  little  railroad  somewhere  in  the  States,  whose  superintendent, 
conductor,  freight  agent,  and  all  the  other  officers  of  the  road,  were  in  one. 
They  had  one  passenger  car,  one  freight  car,  and  these  did  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  road.  Some  men  want  to  run  a  larger  road  on  the  same  basis^ 
and  the  result  was  that  the  business  was  4  always  small.  You  must  have 
supervision :—  the  larger  the  road  or  the  business  is,  the  more  supervision 
you  require,  and  that  at  the  head,  too.  You  cannot  run  any  longer  success- 
fully in  the  Provinces  without  supervision — without  a  travelling  secretary. 
You  need  him,  and  you  must  have  him.  That  question  was  settled.  It  was 
now  just  a  question  as  to  how  much  you  were  going  to  give  towards  the 
object,  and  to  get  the  other  members  and  your  friends  to  help.  This  helpful 
work  of  the  travelling  secretary  which  you  have  inaugurated  must  be  kept  up. 

Dr.  Kelly  said  he  had  been  studying  the  question  for  six  years,  and 
would  say  squarely  that  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Sabbath  School  work  were  the  two 
great  modern  levers  in  connection  with  the  christian  work  of  the  world.  In 
saying  this,  he  did  not  wish  to  undervalue  the  pastor's  labor  which  was 
acknowledged  to  be  a  great  factor.  The  time  was,  when  there  was  so  much 
denominational  feeling,  that  instead  of  laboring  for  the  master,  we  were 
cutting  into  one  another's  church.  There  would  soon  be  a  hundred  millions 
of  English  speaking  people  on  this  continent,  which  would  be  the  great  centre 
of  the  English  speaking  population  of  the  globe,  and  God  had  given  to  these 
the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  world.  They  had  presented  from  the 
Executive  Committee  the  best  report  he  had  heard  in  six  years.  The  travel- 
ling secretary  must  be  an  extraordinary  man  to  have  put  his  fingers  on  the 
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wants  and  needs  which  he  (Dr.  K.)  knew  had  been  required  to  be  supplied 
for  six  years  past. 

The  P.  E.  Island  delegates  were  always  to  the  front.  Give  thein  an  equal 
chance  with  others  and  they  would  always  hold  their  own.  Now,  how  many 
men  were  here  from  P.  E.  Island  ?  Only  two  men  representing  150,000 ! 
How  many  Associations  were  there?  Only  two  !  There  were  three  keys  to 
the  Maritime  Provinces— Halifax,  St.  John  and  Charlottetown.  As  the  state 
of  the  Associations  was  there,  so  would  the  state  of  the  work  in  these 
Provinces  be.  , 

This  committee  of  thirty  men — was  a  magnificent  Executive  Committee, 
and  known  favorably  as  earnest  Christian  men  all  over  this  country.  It  was 
the  hand-to-hand  work  that  was  going  to  tell  all  through— definite  work  for 
young  men  by  young  men. 

The  matter  of  asking  for  contributions  towards  the  employment 
of  a  travelling  secretary  was  then  taken  up  and  discussed.  It  was 
finally  decided  to  proceed  this  afternoon  wich  the  taking  of  sub- 
scriptions. 

The  committee  on  the  Executive  Committee's  report  were  granted 
leave  to  retire. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  people  of  Amherst  for  the  kindness  ten- 
dered to  the  delegates  on  the  occasion  of  the  May  meeting  of  the 
District  Convention,  was  passed,  and  the  report  of  that  Convention 
was  presented  by  W.  D.  McCallum.     The  following  is  the  report : — 

The  undersigned,  in  reporting  on  the  District  Convention  held  at  Amherst 
for  the  district  under  his  charge,  begs  briefly  to  say :—  This  district  embraces 
the  town9  of  Amherst,  Point  deBute,  Spring  Hill,  Acadia  Mines  and  Truro — but 
through  invitations  we  had  representatives  from  New  Glasgow,  Sackville,  and 
Moncton,  in  addition  to  the  above — some  26  delegates  in  all.  There  were 
three  meetings  in  the  one  day ;  we  had  to  give  it.  We  had  interesting  and 
helpful  papers  on  the  following  subjects : — How  to  meet  the  Financial  Diffi- 
culties ;  Best  Method  of  Bible  Study ;  Boys'  Work ;  Physical  Work,  and 
the  work  of  the  Social  Committees,  and  one  Bible  Eeading.  It  is  true,  through 
the  laudable  zeal  of  Brother  Amherst  Secretary  Barron,  the  time  given  to  the 
boys'  work  largely  exceeded  that  of  any  other  topic.  However,  we  got  him 
persuaded  to  give  us  a  little  time  on  the  other  subjects,  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  those  who  contributed  these  papers  for  the  great  help 
they  gave.  Touching  boys'  work,  the  importance  of  the  subject  as  we  reviewed 
it  made  it  a  pleasure  for  us  to  give  the  greater  time  to  this.  Bro.  General 
Secretary  Marshall,  after  giving  a  strong  paper  on  physical  work,  gave  what 
impressed  the  Convention  even  more :  I  refer  to  an  exhibition  of  the  Robart's 
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Dumb  Bell  drill— putting  a  class  of  four  young  men  through  that  exercise, 
and,  while  these  four  perspired,  the  audience  laughed,  and  saw  the  great 
benefit  of  this  branch  of  the  work.  As  to  the  good  resulting  from  these  local 
Conventions,  I  believe  it  to  be  altogether  good  ;  it  helps  the  town  in  which 
it  is  held  ;  it  helps  the  delegates  ;  and  helps  somewhat  to  the  success  of  the 
Annual  Maritime  Convention.  Our  travelling  secretary,  Bro.  Gorton,  was  at 
Amherst  at  this  time  to  help  at  this  Convention,  and  also  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee  to  be  held  at  same  time.  The  answering  of 
questions,  which  had  been  simply  crowded  into  the  box,  fell  to  the  lot  of 
Bro.  Gorton,  who  cleared  the  docket  to  the  edification  of  the  Convention. 

The  difficult  matter  of  Finance  was  treated  by  Bro.  General  Secretary 
McDonald  of  New  Glasgow;  that  on  Best  Method  of  Bible  Study,  by  Rev. 
F.  B.  Robb  of  Amherst;  Boys'  Work,  by  Bro.  General  Secretary  Barron  of 
Amherst;  Bible  Reading  on  Christian  Growth,  by  Bro.  John  McKeen, 
Amherst;  Physical  Work,  by  Bro.  F.  G.  Marshall,  Truro.  The  thanks  of  this 
Convention  are  due  to  Bro.  Barron  and  all  the  Amherst  members,  for  the  pains 
they  took  in  the  preparation  of  the  programme,  and  all  the  details,  the  neglect 
of  which  so  often  embarrasses  the  perfect  work  of  gatherings  of  this  nature. 
If  this  helped  one  man  heavenward,  the  work  was  not  lost ;  if  it  did  not, 
then  we  lost  our  time,  and  hope  the  dear  Lord  will  forgive  it. 

Ten  minutes  were  spent  in  prayer  and  singing,  after  which  the 
Committee  returned  and  reported  as  follows  : — 

"That  the  employment  of  a  travelling  secretary  is  indispensable  for  the 
successful  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  we  would 
therefore  recommend  the  continued  employment  for  one  year  of  G.  W.  Gorton, 
and  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  be  raised  for  the  entire  expenses 
of  the  Executive  Committee  during  the  coming  year." 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

It  was  announced  that  the  balance  of  the  report  would  be  submitted 
later. 

The  President  requested  J.  K.  Hague  to  preside  during  the  taking 
up  of  subscriptions.  He  made  a  brief  address,  after  which  J.  C. 
Mackintosh  announced  that  Halifax  was  not  prepared  to  name  an 
exact  sum,  but  would  contribute  one-fourth  of  the  whole  amount 
required.  St.  John  guaranteed  $200,  and  hoped  to  increase  it. 
Delegates  representing  some  Associations  did  not  subscribe,  but  said 
they  would  be  heard  from  later.  The  following  amounts  were  sub- 
scribed : — 
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FROM  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Halifax     375  00 

St.  John    200  00 

Moncton  (not  guaranteed) 100  00 

Truro,  $75  ;  Boys'  Branch,  $5    80  00 

Amherst,  $75 ;  Boys'  Branch,  $5  80  00 

Lunenburg  (not  guaranteed) 20  00 

Dalhousie  College 15  00 

Cow  Bay 10  00 

Acadia  Mines 5  00 

Chatham 5  00 

Point  de  Bute 8  00 

Spring  Hill 10  00 

FROM  INDIVIDUALS. 

G.  W.  Gorton 25  00 

F.  W.  Kelly,  Montreal 10  00 

*Cash    10  00 

J.  D.  Roes,  Stellarton    5  00 

M.  A.  Robertson,  St.  John   , 5  00 

*  Watson  Smith,  Acadia  Mines  , 5  00 

R.  H.  Griffiths,  Lunenburg 5  00 

C.  F.  Wright,  Lunenburg 5  00 

*D.  A.  Budge,  Montreal 2  00 

Wm.  Stevens,  Summerside 2  00 

Alex.  McDonald 1  00 

*Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAuh^y 2  00 

J.  J.  McLean,  Hopewell    2  00 

*Personal  (more  anon. ) 5  00 

*Maggie  Ross 1  00 

David  McPherson,  Westville 1  00 

*James  Smith    1  00 

S.  A.  Spencer,  Cow  Bay 1  00 

86  00 

From  Associations 908  00 


$994  00 


Paid  at  the  Convention. 
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FRIDAY    EVENING   SESSION 


Prince  Steeet  Church, 

Pictou,  Aug.  8th. 

The  delegates  proceeded  by  steamer  from  New  Glasgow,  at  7  o'clock, 
and,  on  arriving  at  Pictou,  inspected  the  Association  Eooms,  after 
which  they  went  to  Prince  Street  Church,  where  a  large  audience  had 
already  assembled. 

At  8.25  p'clock,  President  Morrison  opened  the  Session. 

"  What  a  frierd  we  have  in  Jesus," 
and 

"  I  will  sing  of  my  Redeemer," 

were  sung,  after  which  Eev.  Mr.  Faulkner  read  a  portion  of  scriptures 
and  led  in  prayer. 

The  President  requested  the  Vice-Presidents  to  come  to  the  plat- 
form to  show  appreciation  of  the  warm  reception  which  had  been 
accorded  to  the  Convention  by  the  Pictou  Association. 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name/' 

was  sung,  after  which  D.  A.  Budge  addressed  the  meeting  on  the 
"  Bible  in  the  Association."     He  said  : — 

The  Bible  was  the  foundation  of  Association  work,  especially  from  three 
points  of  view:  to  bring  men  to  Christ,  building  up  converts,  and  using  it  in 
the  training  classes.  Habits  of  Bible  reading  should  be  developed  in  the 
Associations,  and  this  work  and  other  branches  sr  ould  be  begun  with  the 
junior  departments.  In  the  boys'  department  of  Montreal  they  had  a  daily 
scripture  union  of  100  members  in  connection  with  that  department,  and 
these  lads  all  read  in  concert  some  passages  of  scripture  every  day  throughout 
the  year.  It  was  especially  valuable,  and  might  be  copied  with  profit  by  the 
older  men.  One  way  of  inculcating  the  use  of  the  Bible  was  to  train  them  to 
have  a  valuable  Bible,  costing  say  from  $8  to  $10.  This  could  be  managed 
by  clubbing  together,  thereby  getting  the  Bibles  at  reduced  prices.  That  kind 
of  a  Bible  will  last  a  young  man,  he  will  become  attached  to  it,  and  its 
possession  will  develop  personal  habits  of  study.  He  had  seen  a  great  many 
advantages  accrue  from  this  plan. 
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Another  point  here  was  to  carry  the  Bible.  Every  young  man  who  entered 
into  spiritual  life  should  start  out  by  carrying  the  scriptures  with  him— 
even  a  small  copy  of  a  testament,  or  of  a  gospel,  to  slip  into  a  small  space. 
These  were  small  ideas,  it  might  be  thought,  but  they  were  found  to  be  in" 
valuable  in  practice.  These  methods  gave  the  Bible  its  true  place,  and 
strength  to  the  young  man  that  he  would  need  as  he  went  on.  In  our  1203 
Associations  we  were  not  up  to  the  mark  in  this  matter  of  Bible  study.  350 
of  this  number  report  bible  classes,  and  there  were  389  that  report  training 
classes.  The  rest  had  no  Bible  or  training  classes.  That  ought  not  to  be. 
What  kind  of  classes  ought  we  to  have  in  an  Association  ?  We  should  have 
an  Evangelistic  class.  This  ought  to  be  more  general  than  it  was.  Then,  we 
would  suggest  the  divided  class,  from  8.30  to  9— a  good  strong  bible  class — 
and  the  training  class.  In  the  larger  Associations,  Pictou,  Truro,  Halifax, 
St.  John,  etc.,  the  Secretary  ought  to  select  three  or  four  of  the  very  best 
men,  who  ought  to  plan  a  list  of  topics  for  his  training  class  lessons,  and 
have  these  men  teach  these  lessons  to  a  separate  lot  of  young  men.  It  must 
be  an  individual  development  of  every  man,  therefore,  small  successes  were 
the  best  at  first. 

In  answer  to  questions,  Mr.  Budge  said  :  — 

Twelve  to  sixteen  years  would  be  the  youngest  age  to  begin  with  for  the 
training  class.  In  tt  e  Bible  classes  he  would  have  the  best  men  that  could 
be  gotten,  and  men  with  young  hearts.  The  subject  for  the  training  class 
should  be  planned  in  advance  of  the  regular  course,  with  an  educational 
aspect. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  Mr.  Hague  said  :  — 

By  an  Evangelistic  Bible  class  it  was  meant  one  that  was  intended  for 
strangers  and  members  as  well,  and  for  those  who  were  not  following  a  regu- 
lar course  of  study. 

Mr.  Budge  continued,  in  answer  :  — 

We  had  a  lesson  on  Bible  working.  Active  membership  was  specially  for 
young  Christians  and  Christian  workers.  Give  the  active  members  a  little 
constituency  to  form  up.  Printed  matter  could  be  had  from  the  Interna- 
tional Committee  to  enable  them  to  map  out  a  course. 

Mr.  Hague  recommended  a  set  of  topics  for  Prayer  Meetings, 
Bible  Classes,  etc.,  published  by  Ober  fy  Mott. 

"  Our  Blessed  Bond  of  Union  " 
was  sung,  after  which  F.  G.  Marshall,  of  Truro,  read  a  paper  on  — 
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"PHYSICAL  WORK." 

As  Christian  workers  we  are  learning  that  what  we  should  aim  at  is  re- 
sults. What  matters  it  if  our  time  be  systemized,  and  the  powers  of  muscle 
and  brain  be  fully  developed,  if  we  are  not  making  our  lives  and  words  and 
work  tell  in  other  lives  ?  As  Associations,  if  we  fail  in  results,  that  shall  be 
more  or  less  apparent,  our  whole  attempt  resolves  itself  into  a  failure,  aud? 
it  is  a  realization  of  this  that  has  called  the  Christian  thought  of  the  country, 
in  its  solicitude  for  the  young  men,  to  take  more  definite  shape,  and  meet 
men  where  they  can  be- met. 

The  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  is  to  present  to  the  young  men  of  our 
villages,  towns  and  cities,  a  manly,  pure,  honest  Christianity,  that  shows  a 
clean  break  from  the  wrong  to  the  right  side.  Such  alone  is  the  type  of 
religion  right-thinking  men  are  ready  to  give  their  sanction  in  time,  in  money, 
and  influence  too,  and  manifestly  the  Association  that  bears  the  name  Christian 
has  its  work  marked  out— special  work  ;  but  unlimited.  The  Association 
aims  to  do  much  for  the  young  man  who  treats  her  friendly,  and  throws  him- 
self open  to  influences  that  will  surround  him. 

A  nation's  strength  is  not  altogether  in  its  brawn  and  muscle,  but  that  has 
a  necessary  part,  and  anything  that  makes  men  strong  physically  is  and 
should  be  hailed  with  delight,  and  used,  which  is  the  highest  compliment  we 
can  pay  anything.  The  temptations  of  young  men  would  be  fewer  if  physi- 
cal exercise  were  systematically  taken. 

Physical  toil,  in  the  nature  of  19th  century  life,  is  impossible  for  all,  and 
recreation  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  toil  must  be  had  in  some  way. 

It  is  in  the  highest  sense  a  Chiistian  duty  to  look  after  the  whole  man  and 
make  provision  for  its  reasonable  and  fuller  development.  A  strong  healthy 
young  man,  all  things  being  equal— and  they  often  are— can  do  a  vast  deal 
more  by  his  silent  testimony  to  refute  the  arguments  and  the  popular  charges 
made  against  Christianity  than  the  philosophy  and  logic  of  many  of  the 
advanced  defenders  of  the  Christian  evidences.  The  attention  of  Association 
workers  all  over  America  has,  in  recent  yea:s,  been  directed  towards  the 
physical  department  of  Association  work  more  than  formerly. 

During  the  winter  months,  a  gymnasium  thoroughly  equipped,  with  a  com- 
petent Christian  Instructor  and  a  warm-hearted  Gymnasium  Committee,  who 
have  hands  and  eyes  consecrated  to  helping  otheis  as  well  as  themselves,  is  a 
great  and  growing  attraction,  and  has  proved,  to  not  a  few,  the  gateway  into 
the  knowledge  of  Jesus. 

The  healthy  and  helpful  exercises  there  obtained  is  an  excellent  antidote 
to  the  temptations  young  men  have  to  fight,  and  furnishes  a  capital  outlet 
for  youthful  vigor  and,  if  used  with  due  care,  of  great  benefit.    No  arguments 


41 

need  be  advanced  to-day  to  show  the  wisdom  of  having  a  gymnasium  in  a 
town,  and  to  have  it  under  Christian  control ;  it  is  a  settled  part  of  our  work, 
and  we  want  to  take  advantage  of  the  privilege  to  help  young  men  physically 
—to  make  them  strong  and  ready  for  life's  strain,  and  then,  if  perchance  the 
Master  give  us  the  greater  privilege  of  drawing  them  to  Him,  we  shall  realize 
the  blessedness  of  soul-winners. 

The  value  and  need  for  physical  training  need  not  be  emphasized — a  glance 
at  modern  young  manhood  gives  an  idea  of  the  need  that  we  ought  not  to 
forget.  The  moral  value  of  such  a  training,  in  itself  considered,  is  great,  as 
any  instructor  can  readily  testify,  a  man  that  keeps  a  healthy  and  clean  body 
will  generally  keep  a  pure  and  healthy  mind.  Regular  class  work  in  the 
gymnasium  should  be  given  them  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  summer  the 
field  will  hold  them  together,  and  a  week  or  two  encamped  by  the  sea  will 
do  untold  good  to  every  boy.  It  will  be  a  comfort  to  parents  and  friends  to 
know  that  their  boy  is  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  gymnasium  or  on  their 
athletic  grounds.  The  plea  we  make  is  not  that  any  other  branch  of  the 
work  be  sacrificed  to  this.    There  is  room  for  more  work  in  all  lines. 

Next  to  an  instructor  who  can  carry  on  this  department  of  the  work  the 
General  Secretary  should  be  prepared  to  take  hold  of  the  work  and  do  all  he 
can  to  help  the  young  men  along  these  lines,  and  it  will  surely  be  appre- 
ciated. Spending  a  few  months  with  a  gymnasium  instructor,  or  better 
still,  at  the  Springfield  Training  School,  will  give  anyone  a  start.  If  the  Sec- 
retary is  not  adapted  for  this  work,  one  of  the  active  members  should  be 
secured  to  take  charge  of  it. 

No  Association  need  fail  here — no  Association  should  fail  to  provide  for  the 
young  men  of  the  town  the  best  that  can  be  had  along  every  side  of  his  life. 

The  ministry  of  Jesus  was  to  the  whole  man— the  Gospel  story  is  proof 
of  this,  and  we  should  not  only  tolerate  these  means  for  the  physical  culture 
of  young  men  on  the  ground  that  they  may  get  some  other  good  sandwiched 
in,  or  as  a  means  to  an  end,  but  we  should  be  enthusiastic  in  their  use. 

That  these  means  for  exercise  will  be  used,  regardless  of  our  opinion,  is  true, 
and  it  is  only  the  opportunity  of  holding  and  controlling  these  things  for 
Christ  that  we  are  seeking  to  point  out.  Where  shall  our  young  men  develop 
their  muscles  ?  anywhere  ?  in  the  boxing  school  ?  or  the  loose  running 
gymnasium  ?  or  shall  we  make  it  so  gladsome  and  Christian  for  them  that 
they  will  be  glad  to  put  themselves  under  the  sheltering  roof  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  for  the  church— knowing  full  well,  as  young  men 
generally  do,  the  avowed  objects  we  hold  our  Association  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of.  The  cost  to  do  this  will  be  less ;  the  returns  vastly  greater  in  all 
respects.  Christ  is  getting  larger  room  in  our  day  and  still  larger  must  He 
have  ;  into  every  corner  of  human  existence  should  the  sweetness  and  power 
of  His  life  come,  and  we  are  to  carry  it  there. 
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Dr.  Kelly  was  called  upon  to  speak  on  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  work  in  colleges.     He  said  : — 

The  colleges  were  drawing  young  men  from  all  sections  of  this  country. 
What  would  they  do  for  their  religious  training?  They  could  do  a  great 
deal  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  and  the  Church  in  connection,  which 
would  give  them  a  good  strong  Christian  welcome.  He  took  a  paternal 
interest  in  these  young  men,  and  something  should  be  done  to  put  them  in 
Christian  families.  Dr.  Kelly  here  alluded  to  what  the  ladies  had  done  for 
the  work.  We  had  a  thousand  college  and  high  school  students.  What 
would  we  do  to  make  them  Christian  men  ?  Look  at  the  fields  which  are 
being  opened  in  foreign  lands  for  young  ministers  as  missionaries.  He 
alluded  to  the  large  number  of  young  men  and  young  women  who  had  vol- 
unteered for  foreign  work,  which  he  said  was  the  great  movement  of  the 
close  of  this  century,  and  the  college  and  academy  men  ought  to  be  at  the 
front  of  it. 

Mr.  Hague  said  : — 

Many  young  men  from  the  colleges  in  Illinois  had  gone  out  for  mission 
work  and  had  given  their  whole  vacation  time  to  it,  their  expenses  having 
been  paid  by  the  State  Committee.  He  knew  of  a  "  male  quartette ''  who  had 
started  out  and  made  seventy  conversions  during  the  Summer,  and  their  ex- 
ample had  been  followed  by  others. 

Eev.  Mr.  Paden  spoke  chiefly  on  the  relation  of  the  Association  to 
the  church.     He  said  : — 

We  should  go  all  the  way  that  Christianity  leads  us  to  reach  the  lost.  The 
Association  was  orthodox  and  evangelical  to  the  core,  and  kept  close  to  the 
Bible  and  to  Christ.  In  this  connection  they  should  "  go  right  on  to  the  sea," 
as  Stanley's  men  said  they  would. 

After  a  selection  by  the  choir,  Mr.  Hague  spoke  on  "  Christian 
giving  a  good  investment." 

The  proceedings  closed  by  the  Doxology,  and  the  benediction,  pro- 
nounced by  Eev.  Dr.  McCauley. 
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SATURDAY    MORNING    SESSION. 


United  Presbyterian  Church, 

August  9  th. 

Convention  met  at  9.30  o'clock.  The  devotional  exercises  were 
led  by  Bro.  J.  B.  Gass  of  Amherst.     Hymn 

"  My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee  " 

was    sung,   and  J.  C.  Mackintosh   offered   prayer,   after   which    the 
minutes  of  the  two  previous  meetings  were  read  and  approved. 

A  report  from  Summerside  was  presented  and  read. 

John  Burgoyne  then  read  the  following  paper  on 

WHY  DO  THE  MEMBEKS   CONTRIBUTE    SO    LITTLE  TO 
THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  WORK. 

What  a  question  !  flow  is  it  to  be  answered  ?  What  is  there  to  be  said  on 
such  a  matter  ?  That  there  must  be  room  for  such  a  question  seems  evident 
from  the  fact  that  its  birthplace  was  the  assembly  room  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  at  one  of  its  quarterly  gatherings,  when  some  of  the  workers 
meet  behind  tbe  scenes.  When  the  fuel  to  generate  the  steam  has  to  be  pro- 
vided, and  when  the  cool,  logical  facts— cold  as  steel,  and  rigid  as  Gibraltar 
Rock — have  to  be  faced.  That  the  question  arose  at  this  time,  then,  is  suffi- 
cient proof  that  it  has  a  right  to  be,  and  we  must  seek  for  an  answer. 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  the  question  answers  itself.  The  members  gene- 
rally contribute  little  because  so  little  interest  is  taken  in  the  work  ;  but  this 
is  but  a  reply,  and  the  object  of  this  paper  is  not  so  much  to  find  an  answer 
as  to  amplify  the.  question  in  the  hope  that  the  discussion  will  reveal  the 
answer. 

Let  us  look  around  a  bit,  and  we  need  not  strain  our  eyes  to  see  that  the 
membership  of  our  Associations  bears  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  popu-, 
lation  of  young  men  around  them.  And  remember!  this  is  not  because  the 
Churches  absorb  the  young  men,  and  so  they  have  no  time  for  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
work. 

Take  another  view.  Look  at  the  map  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  was  pointed  out 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  workers.    Draw  a  straight  line  across  it  from  Halifax 
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to  Truro.  Of  all  the  counties  west  of  this  line,  Lunenburg  is  the  only  one 
where  an  Association  is  found.  That  Lunenburg,  who  has  just  put  on  her 
strength,  may  be  the  pioneer  of  the  western  counties,  and  that  during  the 
coming  year  every  county  will  fall  into  line,  must  be  the  ardent  wish  of  all 
lovers  of  young  men  and  of  Nova  Scotia.  What  is  good  for  Halifax,  Pictou 
and  Colchester,  is  equally  so  for  Yarmouth,  Digby  and  Annapolis. 

But,  it  may  be  urged,  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  subject  for  discussion 
—the  small  support  given  by  members  ?  Why  discuss  matters  outside  the 
membership  P 

We  reply,  that  like  all  other  Christian  work,  the  broader  the  view  taken  uf 
it,  and  the  more  fully  our  sympathy  is  awakened  for  others,  outside  our 
special  corner  of  the  vineyard,  the  more  vigorous  will  our  own  work  be  ;  and 
only  in  proportion  to  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  as  a  whole  will  be  our 
individual  associational  success. 

It  is  just  at  this  point  where  the  fog  arose  which  hid  from  view  the  course 
of  those  who  sought  to  steer  the  good  ship  "  Travelling  Secretary  "  to  the 
various  provincial  ports.  We  all  felt  the  need  of  the  voyage  being  taken, 
but  each  captain  felt  that  the  crew  and  the  shareholders  of  his  ship  had  all 
that  they  could  well  attend  to,  and  that  help  in  this  outside  work  could  net- 
easily  be  given — that  every  energy,  indeed,  must  be  taxed  to  maintain  the 
efficiency  of  thft  present  fleet.  Despite  this  feeling,  however,  an  effort  was 
made,  and  a  trial  trip  has  been  engaged  in,  and  it  is  for  this  convention  to  say 
whether  a  more  extended  voyage  shall  be  taken. 

Another  point— I  had  almost  said  a  difficulty — is  found  in  this :  The  ob- 
ject of  the  Association  is  to  save  young  men  from  a  downward  course  and 
give  them  an  upward  tendency,  with  the  ultimate  aim  their  conversion. 
How  can  we  expect  these  young  men— the  members  for  whom  this  institution 
is  founded — to  give  much  to  the  support  of  the  work  ?  Why  not  confine  our 
appeals  for  aid  entirely  to  outsiders  ?  The  very  asking  of  this  question  sug- 
gests an  answer— the  division  of  each  Association  into  active  and  associate 
members.  From  active  members,  then,  must  come  the  support,  both  monetary 
and  otherwise ;  remembering  always  that  although  money  is  not  the  most 
important  element  in  the  success  of  an  Association's  work,  it  is  certainly 
one  of  the  essentials.  . 

But  the  active,  or  christian,  member  will  not  stop  at  this;  he  will  give  his 
energy,  his  sympathy,  his  time,  himself,  to  the  work.  This  thought  has  been 
recently  well  expressed  by  J.  H.  McVicar,  Montreal,  in  the  following  lines  on 
our  Saviour's  "  Come  "  and  "  Go  " : — 

CHRIST'S  «  COME  "  AND  -  GO." 

["Come  unto  Me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laclen,  and  I  will  give 
you  rest."— Matt.  xi.  28.] 
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["  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  glad  tidings  to  every  creature."— 
Mark  xvi.  15.] 

List !— As,  with  weary  falt'ring  feet, 

We  stumble  through  each  year, 
And  see,  without,  upon  the  street, 

Scenes  shifting,  wild  and  drear, 
A  Voice,  untuned  to  sin  and  strife, 

Revives  each  languid  breast : 
"  Ye  who  are  burdened, — tired  of  life,— 

Comr  unto  Me,  and  rest." 

But  hark  !—  while  words  of  comfort  drop 

In  ears  distraught  with  woe, 
He  stands  upon  the  mountain  top 

And  bids  the  rested— GO  ! 
Earth's  weary  millions,  craving  rest, 

Untaught  of  Him,  despair  ; 
May  we,  with  Christ-like  tenderness, 

Go  preach  Him  everywhere  ! 

If  we  would  look  abroad  over  our  fair  Provinces  and  see  them  studded 
with  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  blessing  the  towns  and  villages  in 
which  they  are  placed,  we  must  as  individuals  do  our  share  in  the  work. 

One  sentence  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Year  Book  of  1890  from  the  New  Brunswick 
field  has  a  grand  ring  about  it— "greater  activity  among  those  interested; 
more  concentration  of  effort  on  behalf  of  young  men."  Let  this  become 
universal  among  the  present  membership,  and  such  a  question  as  this  paper 
deals  with  will  soon  have  no  room  in  our  discussions  at  Convention. 

This  brings  us  to  a  closer  consideration  of  the  subject — from  a  home  stand- 
point ;  and  just  here  I  wish  to  object  somewhat  to  the  wording  of  the  question, 
and  to  amend  it  by  asking  "  Why  do  some  of  the  members  contribute  so  little 
to  the  work  ?"  for  we  well  know  we  have  in  our  Convention  many  noble 
workers,  whose  fidelity  and  earnest  labor  have  accomplished  much. 

One  reason  for  the  small  contribution  of  time  and  money  by  our  active 
members  is  found  in  the  fact  that  these  very  men  are  fully  engaged  in  Church 
work ;  so  that  when  they  have  done  what  they  regard  to  be  their  duty  in 
this  connection — if  ever  this  point  is  reached — they  are  unable  to  make  a 
further  expenditure  of  either  time  or  money  for  any  other  institution,  how- 
ever noble  the  work  in  which  it  is  engaged  ;  except  it  may  be  the  temperance 
society  with  which  they  are  connected,  and  some  of  the  public  charities. 
To  such  as  we  have  referred  to,  we  would  recommend  a  serious  consideration 
of  the  figure  presented  last  night  by  Rev.  Mr.  Paden,  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  being 
but  one  of  the  fingers  of  the  arm  of  the  Church,  with  which  she  reached  out 
to. bring  the  young  men  into  itself;  for  until  they  can  realise  that  the  great 
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heart  of  the  Church  sends  its  pulsations  to  these  finger-tips,  and  that  our 
Association  is  but  the  avenue  to  the  Church,  very  little  improvement  can  be 
looked  for  in  this  quarter. 

Then  again  are  there  not  members  of  our  Associations,  as  in  the  case  of 
one  yesterday  reported  from,  who  are  '-active"  only  in  name,  and  who,  if 
properly  looked  after,  might  be  induced  to  contribute  to  the  work.  In  the 
matter  of  subscriptions  alone  what  a  grand  field  there  is  for  a  "Subscription 
Committee,"  shall  we  call  it,  who  would  systematically  work  among  the 
present  membership  in  securing  increased  subscriptions. 

Nor  can  we  rest  satisfied  that  the  general  subscription  charged  to  our 
membership  is  an  inadequate  one.  We  believe  that  what  is  worth  having 
is  worth  paying  for,  and  that  the  advantages  offered  by  our  Associations 
generally,  when  compared,  let  us  say  with  some  of  those  young  men's  clubs, 
for  instance,  are  v  orth  at  least  double  the  minimum  fee  charged.  We  are  not 
prepared  to  advocate  the  raising  of  the  minimum  fee,  to  do  which  might  ex- 
clude some  young  men  of  slender  means,  but  we  do  think  we  are  justified  in 
asking  for  a  voluntary  addition  to  the  amount  paid  by  the  large  majority  of 
our  membership. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  there  not  room  for  a  word  to  the  Boards  of  Directors 
of  some  of  our  larger  Associations,  who  have  not  introduced  as  many  attrac- 
tions for  young  men  as  they  might.  The  point  has  been  emphasized  during 
the  past  two  days  that  in  order  to  get  young  men  interested  in  spiritual 
matters  they  must  first  be  brought  into  our  Associations  by  secular  attrac- 
tions, by  innocent  pastimes,  mental  culture,  or  social  gatherings,  and  so  let 
them  see  that  we  are  interested  in  their  welfare.  Perhaps  as  strong  a 
"  drawing  power"  as  any  is  found  in  the  gymnasium.  Are  we  throughout 
the  Convention  doing  all  that  we  can  in  this  matter  ?  Will  not  the  dele- 
gates from  some  of  the  largest  Associations  consider  it  well. 

Let  us  remember  that  what  the  young  men  want,  in  starting  out  in  life — 
especially  those  compelled  to  leave  the  home  shelter — is,  not  the  bar-room, 
not  the  gambling  table,  not  the  haunts  of  vice  and  dissipation,  but  com- 
pam'onship.  And  it  seems  to  be  our  duty,  and  our  blessed  privilege  to  guide 
this  desire  into  right  channels— a  duty  that  in  many  respects  the  Association 
is  better  prepared  to  carry  out  than  the  Church  herself,  except  indeed  by 
means  of  these  fingers  of  hers  already  referred  to. 

J.  0.  Mackintosh  said  : 

An  answer  to  the  question  would  be  that  these  were  not  taught  properly  to 
feel  the  importance  of  the  work.  There  was  too  much  backwardness  in 
talking  about  money ;  and  giving  too  little  money  to  the  work  was  their 
weak  point.  Churches  were  more  religious  than  they  were,  but  did  not 
hesitate  about  talking  of  money  to  carry  on  their  work.    They  (the  Y.M.C.A.j 
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should  talk  about  money,  and  put  it  in  the  work.  A  man  in  Halifax  paid 
two  dollars  a  year  to  the  Association,  for  which  he  got  all  the  benefits  the 
institution  afforded,  including  reading-room,  etc.,  for  which  a  hundred  dollars- 
a  year  would  not  be  too  much.  It  was  a  shame.  Members  of  Associations 
should  contribute  more  liberally  for  the  benefits  they  enjoy. 

John  E.  Irvine  said :  — 

They  had  not  got  their  souls  and  bodies  and  feelings  thoroughly  saturated 
with  the  idea  that  this  work  was  of  paramount  importance — that  it  was  mis- 
sionary work.    Members  of  Associations  should  be  more  liberal. 

John  McKeen  said  :  — 

That  in  most  Associations  the  men  that  support  them  were  men  who  were 
giving  pretty  largely  of  their  means  for  other  good  works.  In  some  Asso- 
ciations it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  carry  on  the  work  efficiently,  and  con- 
tributions could  not  be  expected  to  come  from  the  membership  exclusively > 
They  were  justified  in  going  to  the  Christian  and  business  men  in  the  com- 
munities, and  putting  the  case  before  them  as  to  the  benefit  of  the  institution 
to  their  business  interests,  and  asking  them  to  contribute.  We  believed  that 
idea  was  practicable.  They  did  not  go  to  those  men  to  beg.  They  could  com- 
mend their  work  to  those  they  asked  money  from  to  carry  it  out.  If  they 
were  more  true  and  loyal  to  their  Associations  they  would  get  more. 

Harvey  Graham  said  :  — 

The}7  had  too  many  dead  heads  in  the  Associations  who  ought  to  give  more 
money  than  they  do.  He  instanced  the  marvellous  work  of  the  Moravian 
Church.  They  were  poor;  had  given  themselves  to  the  Lord  first,  and  then 
went  out  into  the  world  telling  of  the  Gospel.  If  our  hearts  were  right,, 
there  would  be  no  trouble  about  the  money.  There  were  some  men  that 
talked  glibly,  who  satisfied  their  souls  with  a  dollar  a  year.  The  funds- 
should  be  consecrated  to  the  work  as  well  as  the  heart. 

W.  S.  Fisher  said  :— 

There  was  a  great  deal  ot  faith  without  woiks.  They  had  to  charge  them- 
selves with  much  laxity.  This  matter  of  money  should  be  attended  to  as 
systematically  as  any  other  branch  of  the  work.  Small  salaried  men  could 
not  be  expected  to  give  largely,  but  a  proper  system  of  canvassing  for  con- 
tributions should  be  arranged. 

D.  A.  Budge  spoke  : — 

Ot  system  in  raising  funds,  and  gave  some  instances  of  young  men  making 
sacrifices  by  giving  handsomely,  and  this  had  had  great  influence  upon  the 
business  men.  They  should  set  the  example  themselves,  and  then  ask  others 
to  aid  them. 
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President  Morrison  spoke  : — 


Of  the  importance  of  money  in  carrying  on  the  work,  adding  that  every  man 
who  received  five  hundred  dollars  should  remember  that  one-tenth  belonged 
to  the  Lord.    Outside  of  that  they  should  give  all  they  could  spare. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  presented  and  read. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

1.  That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 

2.  That  the  District  Work  as  planned  last  year  be  prosecuted  with  greater 
vigor,  and  that  the  Chairmen  report  regularly  to  the  General  Executive. 

3.  That  as  soon  as  possible  the  services  of  the  travelling  secretary  be 
employed  in  main  centres  of  P.  E.  Island,  Cape  Breton,  Western  Nova  Scotia 
and  Northern  New  Brunswick,  and  that  as  soon  as  p.acticable  general 
secretaries  be  obtained  for  these  points. 

4.  That  we  urge  the  adoption  more  fully  than  ever  of  the  general  policy 
of  the  Association  "  work  for  young  men  by  young  men." 

5.  That  we  rejoice  to  learn  of  the  spread  of  Association  work  in  our 
educational  institutions,  and  urge  that  the  Executive  give  special  attention  to 
this  field  during  the  coming  year. 

6.  That  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  different  sections  of  the  country  were 
much  better  represented  last  year  at  the  meetings  of  the  General  Executive 
Committee,  and  would  recommend  that  at  least  six  meetings  of  the  Executive 
be  held,  say  at  Halifax,  Truro  and  St.  John,  and  that  the  proposed  programme 
of  business  be  sent  at  least  one  week  in  advance  to  each  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Immediately  after  the  meeting  a  synopsis  of  the  business  transacted 
be  sent  to  each  member. 

Names  of  Committee: 

Rev.  President  Forrest,  Halifax.  John  Hay,  Truro. 

Rev.  Dyson  Hague,  "  W.  F.  Tanner,        Pictou. 

S.  E.  WThiston,  "  Clarence  Primrose,    " 

W.  B.  McNutt,  "  M.  H.  Fitzpatrick,  River  John. 

R.  N.  Beckwith,  "  J.  F.  Grant,      New  Glasgow. 

J.  C.  Mackintosh,  "  Harvey  Graham,  " 

John  Burgoyne,  "  Charles  Archibald,  Cow  Bay. 

W.  R.  McCurdy,  "  H.  E.  Kendall,  M.  D.,  Sydney. 

H.  Theakston,  "  J.  E.  Masters,  Moncton. 
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J.  E.  Irvine,  St.  John.  G.  R.  Sangster,        Moncton. 

W.  S.  Fisher,  "  Thos.  Williams, 

W.  S.  Morrison,  M.D.  "  F.  B.  Eobb,        Amherst. 

A.  W.  McLeod,  "  John  McKeen, 

D.  Stewart,  Summersicle,  P.  E.  I.  S.  C.  Leonard,  Mount  Allison  College. 

J.  D.  Seaman,  Charlottetown.  Prof.  A.  W.  Strong,  N.  Bruns.  Univ'ty. 

Judge  Hensley,  "  H.  Y.  Corey,  Acadia  College. 

W.  D.  McCallum,  Truro.  J.  A.  Mcintosh,  Dalhousie  College. 

J.  D.  McKay, 

And  that  we  recommend,  providing  they  express  their  willingness  to  serve, 

the  following-named  as  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee:  — 

S.  E.  Whiston,  Halifax,  Chairman. 

J.  E.  Irvine,  1st.  John,  Vice- Chairman. 

W.  E.  McCurdy,  Halifax,  Secretary. 

John  Burgoyne,  Halifax,  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the 
clause  containing  the  proposed  list  of  officers  of  Executive  Committee. 
It  was  decided  that  the  Committee  should  select  their  officers. 

During  a  short  discussion  on  the  report,  Mr.  Budge  suggested  that 
preceding  each  meeting  of  the  Executive  during  the  year,  a  statement 
of  the  business  to  be  conducted  should  be  prepared  and  sent  to  each 
member,  so  that  those  who  could  not  be  present  at  any  meeting  could 
send  their  views  upon  any  subject. 

John  McKeen,  of  Amherst,  then  addressed  the  Convention  on — 

DEFINITE  WOKK  FOE  YOUNG  MEN. 

He  said  :  The  question  has  a  negative  aspect,  and  I  will  speak  on  that  side 
for  a  few  moments.  There  are  some  members  here  this  morning  who  will 
recall  the  inception  of  the  movement  in  these  Maritime  Provinces,  more  cor- 
rectly the  inception  of  its  revival.  It  was  started  with  fervor  and  zeal.  You 
will  remember  that  coincident  with  the  movement  there  was  a  remarkable 
religious  revival  among  the  churches  and  different  communities,  especially 
marked  in  those  centres  around  New  Glasgow,  Pictou  and  Halifax,  and,  to 
an  extent,  in  St.  John.  As  a  result  of  this  fervor  in  the  different  towns  and 
communities,  our  Associations  became,  to  a  large  extent,  devoted  to  religious 
and  evangelistic  work.  If  there  was  a  revival  in  the  community,  the  Y.  M. 
C.  Association  was  the  headquarters  of  the  movement.  Nearly  everything  was 
under  their  auspices,  and  our  Association  members  were  found  working  out 
in  all  the  different  avenues  of  the  Christian  work,  and  they  took  large  re- 
.sponsibillty. 

The  departure  into  general  evangelistic  work  has  left  its  mark  upon  our 
Associations  to  this  day.  It  has  hampered,  and  still  hampers,  us  in  our 
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definite  work  for  young  men.  Many  of  our  older  tried  members  yet  associ- 
ate their  ideas  of  our  work  with  this  method  by  which  it  was  then  carried 
on.  But  we  must  give  up  this  heresy  if  we  would  succeed.  Commendable 
as  such  work  may  be,  it  is  not  the  work  of  the  Association.  Let  it  be  carried 
on  under  its  proper  auspices. 

I  hope  this  Convention  will  mark  a  new  era  in  our  progress.  We  have 
been  at  field  practice  long  enough.  Let  us  pass  over  into  definite  lines,  and 
"  burn  the  bridges  behind  us."  This  much  for  the  negative  side  of  our  sub- 
ject. And  now  as  to  the  special  lines,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  take 
up  much  of  your  time  further  than  to  say  that  the  ideal  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is 
just  a  club  of  Christian  young  men  banded  together,  and  should  be  the 
headquarters  for  everything  that  is  legitimate  in  the  way  of  entertaining, 
improving,  and  blessing  young  men.  Why  should  we  let  the  secular  clubs 
do  all  this  ?  We  have  to  go  out  for  young  men  who  are  not  drawn  to  a 
Bible  class,  but  are  drawn  by  attractions  so  congenial  to  the  young.  They 
will  go  to  bar-rooms  and  saloons  because  there  are  fellowship  and  attrac- 
tions there.  We  cannot  descend  to  the  level  of  these  places,  but  there  are 
some  weapons  we  may  steal  from  the  enemy  to  use  against  him.  The  room, 
which  is  the  first  thing  in  connection  with  the  club,  should  offer  general 
attractions  calculated  to  draw  young  men  to  it  and  not  let  them  feel  they 
are  patronizing  us.  The  Christian  young  men  of  any  community  want 
healthy  amusements  and  pastimes,  bath-room,  library,  gymnasium.  Provide 
all  these  things  if  you  can,  and  throw  them  in  the  way  of  the  young  men. 

A  part  of  definite  work  is  this  :  Associations  should  be  models  of  busi- 
ness tact  and  thorough  organization.  There  is  no  reason  why  our  societies 
should  not  be  so  thoroughly  organized,  that  the  different  committees  should 
know  what  their  work  is,  and  cluster  around  a  central  committee,  and  each 
do  their  work  and  then  report.  Let  an  Association  get  into  debt,  and  then 
the  membership  will  fail  you,  and  there  will  be  no  magnetism. 

Get  on  right  lines,  and  keep  on  them,  and  God  will  bless  our  efforts  in  the 
work  of  rescuing  young  men,  and  making  them  Christians—to  make  Chris- 
tianity a  sort  of  natural  thing,  that  the  young  men  of  the  country  should 
wear  it  and  love  it,  and  glorify  God. 

S.  E.  Whiston. — The  world  bids  high  for  young  men— the  Associations 
should  bid  higher. 

D.  A.  Budge.— Each  Association  should  get  down  to  business,  write  out  a 
list  of  the  young  men  it  has  to  reach,  and  that  should  be  done  systemati- 
cally. Take  your  active  members,  and  get  them  together  to  strengthen  each 
other  in  the  spiritual  life  and  keep  it  strong.  Get  the  names  of  all  between 
sixteen  and  thirty,  and  find  out  the  means  to  reach  them.  One  year  of  that 
kind  of  work  in  any  village  or  town  would  be  felt  in  every  Church  there. 

J.  S.  Irvine.— The  Travelling  Secretary  should  reach  young  men.  What 
was  wanted  was  to  place  their  hand  upon  young  men  the  moment  they 
came  into  the  cities  or  towns,  and  the  corresponding  members  should  placa 
themselves  in  correspondence  with  the  Travelling  Secretary  to  this  end. 
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The  Devotional  Committee  and  the  Business  Committee  reported. 
"  There  shall  be  showers  of  blessings," 
was  sung,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Mr.  Hague. 


SATURDAY    AFTERNOON     SESSION, 


United  Presbyterian   Church, 

August  9th. 
Convention  met  at  2  o'clock.     The   Devotional  Exercises  were  led 
by  E>.  Grierson. 

At  2.30  the  President  took  the  chair. 
The  Convention  sang 

"  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd." 

Eev.  Mr.  Eobertson  read  Phillipians,  3rd  Chap.,  from  7th  verse, 
and  offered  prayer.     After  singing 

"  Brightly  gleams  our  banner," 

F.  H.  Barron,  of  Amherst,  read  his  paper  on 

BOYS'  WOHK. 

We  take  it  for  granted  that  you  are  all  interested  in  the  work  for  "  Boys." 

The  great  "  Edmund  Burke"  said  "  we  must  begin  with  the  children  them- 
selves, though  the  mind  of  a  child  is  as  flexible  as  wax,  yet  when  an  impres- 
sion is  made  it  is  there  as  durable  as  if  on  iron."  We  ought,  therefore,  to 
begin  with  the  boys  themselves,  and  teach  them  the  great  truths  of  Chris- 
tianity. We  must  not  forget  that  in  five  years  these  boys  will  be  our  young 
men. 

Realizing  this,  ought  we  not  to  be  zealous  in  our  work  for  boys.  If  the 
boys  are  won  for  Christ,  and  are  taught  to  live  for  Christ,  sir,  what  a  power 
they  will  be  for  God,  the  Church  and  the  Association  ! 

We  must  look  for  and  expect  the  conversion  of  our  boys.  Young  boys  look 
at  the  older  persons,  perhaps  their  parents,  and  they  see  that  it  is  not  ex- 
pected, and  in  some  cases  not  desired,  that  they  should  be  Christians,  and 
when  Christ  comes  to  them  they  put  Him  off,  and  learn  only  too  well  the 
lesson  of  procrastination. 

Remember  that  the  young  Christian  wants  love  and  sympathy,  and  he  will 
look  to  you,  who  are  professed  Christians.  See  that  your  heart  responds  to 
his  look. 
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A    FEW   QUESTIONS. 

What  is  Boys'  Work?  Boys'  work  is  a  work  for  boys  by  boys,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  committee  of  Christian  young  men. 

What  is  the  main  object  of  Boys'  Work?  To  improve  the  spiritual,  social, 
mental  and  physical  condition  of  the  boys. 

How  can  you  improve  the  spiritual  condition  ?  By  the  Boys'  Prayer  Meet" 
ing,  or  Bible  Class,  or  both. 

Now,  about  the  Prayer  Meeting.  Let  the  Committee  look  around  and  try 
to  get  a  young  Christian  boy  to  help  in  the  work.  By  all  means  start  with  a 
few  Christians  if  possible,  if  not  possible,  then  get  a  few  boy3  and  talk  the 
matter  over  with  them,  and  you  will  find  that  they  will  be  only  too  willing 
to  help  you.  Talk  to  them  about  the  love  of  Christ,  and  do  all  in  your 
power  to  win  them  for  Christ.  If  you  gain  them  for  Christ,  you  will  have  a 
good  foundation  for  your  work,  for  they  will  be  full  of  love  to  Christ  for 
saving  them,  and  full  of  love  to  you  for  leading  them  to  the  "  Fountain  of 
Life." 

Now  the  meeting  is  appointed  for  a  certain  time,  say  either  Friday  even- 
ing or  Sunday  afternoon. 

"  Go  in  the  Spirit  of  Prayer,"  "  Look  for  the  power  of  the  Spirit."  Do  not 
look  for  numbers  ;  better  to  start  a  meeting  with  2  or  3  and  work  up  to  20 
or  30,  than  to  start  with  20  or  30  and  work  down  to  2  or  3. 

Make  the  meetings  short;  have  good  singing;  get  all  the  boys  to  sing. 
Do  not  speak  high-toned  language,  nor  with  wisdom  of  words,  lest  the  cross 
of  Christ  be  of  none  effect. 

Encourage  young  christians  to  speak  a  word  for  Jesus.  See  if  any  boy 
wants  an  interest  in  your  prayers.  Speak  gently  and  do  not  press  too  hard. 
Look  for  the  guidance  of  the  "  Holy  Spirit."  At  the  close  ask  them  all  to 
come  next  night  and  try  to  bring  another  boy  with  them.  Shake  hands  with 
them  all,  and  try  to  have  them  go  away  with  the  thought  "  I  ought  to  be  a 
christian.    These  meetings  are  good.     The  young  men  are  nice." 

In  these  meetings  let  the  Boy  do  his  speaking  and  praying.  Let  Boys 
lead  the  meetings ;  let  them  feel  that  it  is  their  meeting. 

One  lesson  we  must  learn.  Stick  to  a  Boy  until  he  clearly  sees  Christ  as 
his  Saviour,  and  "is  simply  trusting  Jesus."  Then  he  will  be  able  to  help 
you,  and  you  will  be  able  to  do  twice  the  work. 

How  to  improve  their  mental  condition  f  By  libraries,  good  papers,  lectures, 
and  talks  for  boys  only. 

Hoiv  to  improve  them  socially  ?  By  spelling  matches,  entertainments,  liter- 
ary societies,  and  "  socials." 

How  to  improve  them  physically  ?  By  gymnasium  classes,  rambling 
clubs,  paper  chases,  base  ball,  foot  ball,  etc. 

Have  all  these  under  Christian  influences.  Teach  the  boys  to  play  as 
Christians.    Let  them  see  that  God  has  blessed  them  with  youth,  and  it  is 
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not  -wrong  for  them  to  enjoy  themselves  in  all  manly  sports  as  long  as  they 
are  "  temperate." 

On  the  field  of  sport  you  will  see  the  true  character  of  each  boy,  and  you 
will  learn  to  approach  each  one.  You  can  get  a  hold  on  the  boys  there  that 
it  is  impossible  to  get  on  any  other  place. 

On  the  Rambling  Club  you  can  talk  to  the  boys  about  Christ,  and  you 
can  find  out  how  they  are  getting  along  in  the  Christian  life.  You  can  find 
out  their  doubts,  fears  and  joys,  etc. 

How  should  the  boys'  work  be  managed?  On  this  point  a  good  many 
differ.  Some  let  the  boys  appoint  their  own  officers,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Boys'  Work  Committee.     Others  do  not  have  officers. 

The  President  of  our  Association  appoints  the  "  Boys'  Work  Committee." 
The  Chairman  of  this  Committee  is  a  member  of  the  •*  Board  of  Directors." 
This  Committee  shall  have  full  charge  of  the  "  Boys'  Work,"  but  will  be 
responsible  to  the  "  Board  of  Directors." 

The  boys  appoint  their  own  officers,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  "  Boys' 
Work  Committee."  The  officers  are  President,  Vice-President,  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  and  Recording  Secretary . 

Boys  hold  the  offices,  boys  appoint  the  officers,  boys  serve  on  committees, 
boys  do  all  the  work,  and  are  subject  to  the  "  Boys'  Work  Committee." 

In  closing  let  me  say,  you  must  treat  the  boys  like  boys,  and  not  like 
men.  Be  gentle,  yet  firm.  Seek  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Let 
the  Bible  have  a  prominent  place.  Get  the  boys  to  do  aU  the  work,  and  see 
that  it  is  done  right.     Make  it  a  work  for  boys  by  boys. 

Alfred  Kogers,  President  of  the  Amherst  Boys'  Branch,  upon 
request,  said :  — 

He  felt  that  their  work  was  doing  good  among  the  boys.  He  himself  had 
received  great  benefit  from  it.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  Boys'  Branch  he 
would  know  very  little  about. the  Bible.  He  would  recommend  that  every 
Association  in  the  Provinces  adopt  this  plan  for  boys'  work,  no  matter  how 
small  the  beginning  was. 

R  W.  Woodill,  of  Halifax,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  lower  classes  of  boys 
being  looked  after.  They  could  not  bring  these  into  the  Associations,  but 
they  could  do  something  for  them.  He  read  from  a  paper  to  show  how  the 
work  could  be  done. 

D.  A.  Budge  said  the  majority  were  in  favor  now  of  a  simple  Boys' 
Committee,  appointed  by  the  President,  the  same  as  any  other,  and  the 
officers  not  to  be  selected  by  the  boys.  That  they  had  found  the  wisest  and 
safest  course  to  follow,  and  met  with  less  friction  in  the  end.  When  you  got 
friction  in  boys'  work,  you  threw  the  whole  train  off  the  track.  Boys  should 
have  their  committees,  which  were  appointed  as  sub-committees.  They 
should  not  strike  out  for  large  meetings  for  boys,  which  was  a  mistake. 
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They  want  to  conduct  a  band  of  Christian  boys  to  do  committee  work 
thoroughly,  and  work  out  afterwards,  but  they  must  have  the  material  inside 
first. 

The  discussion  continued,  duriog  which  Bro.  Barren  answered  a 
number  of  questions  about  the  management  of  Boys'  Branches,  and  in 
which  the  questions  of  the  boys  getting  home  early,  and  the  general 
management  came  up. 

S.  E.  Whiston  thought  the  boys  should  be  home  before  the  night  had  set 
in,  and  asked  how  the}'  knew  the  boys  went  home,  when  they  left  the  associa- 
tion rooms. 

Bro.  Budge  said  they  put  boys  on  their  honor,  and  that  satisfied  the 
parents. 

Bro.  McKeen  spoke  well  of  the  habits  of  the  boys  in  the  Amherst  Branch. 
Boys  in  that  town  were  loafing  about  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  but 
they  had  good  value  in  those  of  the  Boys'  Branch. 

John  Burgoyne  said  that  the  parents  should  make  a  systematic  visita- 
tion, to  see  how  things  were  getting  on. 

Bro.  Hague  thought  it  was  best  to  have  a  committee  appointed  to  man- 
age the  Branch  by  the  President  of  the  Association,  the  same  as  any  other 
committee,  and  not  to  have  a  separate  organization  within  the  Association- 
His  views  were  in  accordance  with  those  of  Mr.  Budge. 

In  answer  to  questions  : — 

There  was  a  committee  to  look  up  the  boys  and  admit  them.  They  ought 
to  have  a  separate  room.  This  should  be  provided,  if  possible.  If  this  could 
not  be  done,  the  regular  Association  room  should  be  used,  and  the  boys  could 
be  arranged  for  at  a  different  time  from  the  others. 

E.  W.  Gorton  believed  good  results  were  obtained  where  boys  were  never 
allowed  in  the  room  after  7.30  in  the  evening.  When  boys  had  their  meet- 
ings in  the  afternoon,  it  was  satisfactory  to  the  boys,  and  parents  also,  because 
the  latter  knew  their  sons  were  not  in  the  rooms  after  7.30  p.  m. 

A  letter  from  Judge  Hensley,  of  Charlottetown,  regreting  his  inabil- 
ity to  be  present  was  read. 

On  motion  the  letter  was  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 
W.  D.  McCallum  then  read  the  following  paper  on — 

HOW  CAN  WOMEN  BEST  ASSIST  IN  THE  WOEK  OF  THE 
YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

They  can  assist, — they  have  assisted,  -tiey  do  now  assist.  As  to  how 
they  can  best  assist  has  been  assigned  to  me  to  suggest.  I  would  say,  first : 
let  there  be  formed  a  woman's  auxiliary,  composed  of  women  thoroughly 
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converted  to  God.    This  Society  to  be  the  centre  of  action  and  rallying  ground 
for  systematic  work. 

If  the  Association  live*,  in  rented  rooms,  the  rent  of  a  building  will  always 
be  among  the  very  first  great  wants,  and  while  this  big  responsibility  should 
not  be  rolled  on  the  shoulders  of  the  women,  they  can  help,  and  have  helped, 
in  a  marvellous  manner  to  provide  such. 

Details  as  to  how  to  do  this  particular  work  need  not  be  touched  upon 
here,  no  general  rules  will  work  where  circumstances  differ  so  widely.  Where 
the  Association  own  rooms,  but  only  partly  paid  for,  the  procedure  would  be 
similar  to  the  procuring  funds  for  a  building. 

In  all  the  above  cases  there  is  the  furnishing  of  parlors  and  reception 
rooms,  the  conducting  of  receptions,  socials,  at  homes,  etc.,  on  Christmas 
Day,  New  Year's,  and  at  least  once  a  week  in  winter. 

As  to  the  furnishing  of  parlors  and  other  rooms,  after  what  manner  should 
this  be  done  ?  As  to  funds,  if  the  Association  is  fortunate  enough  to  have  a 
Finance  Committee  that  can  endorse  a  recommendation  from  the  Board  of 
Management  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  women  to  fix 
these  rooms  to  their  liking,  a  great  burden  is  removed,  speaking  from  one 
standpoint— although  from  another  point  of  view,  are  the  women  not  robbed 
of  one  of  the  blessings  of  the  work,  that  of  providing  the  means. 

The  money  being  ready,  how  do  they  fix  up  the  rooms  ?  If  they  are  done 
right  they  are  fixed  precisely  as  the  parlors  at  home  are  fixed.  Same  kind 
of  carpets,  curtains,  easy  chairs,  rugs,  mantels  and  ornaments,  fire  places, 
clocks,  picture  books,  portfolios  of  paintings  and  views,  piano,  organ,  musi- 
cal library. 

To  touch  another  phase  of  the  way  they  can  assist,  I  take  as  a  most  impor- 
tant item  that  of  throwing  open  their  houses  to  the  General  Secretary  for 
the  welcoming  of  strange  young  men  introduced  by  the  Secretary  (only,  of 
course,  after  he  knows  enough  about  them  to  make  this  course  safe).  Let 
the  Secretary  have  a  list  of  those  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  take  one  or 
two  young  men  who  are  boarding  to  take  tea  with  the  family,  and  go  to 
church  with  them  in  the  evening.  These  he  can  bring  or  send  by  some  friend 
from  the  half  past  4  meeting  on  Sunday. 

This  work  when  done  in  the  proper  spirit  would  be  a  revelation  to  many 
who  now  for  the  want  of  it  trifle  their  time  away  and  have  no  aim  in  life. 
We  spoke  of  receptions,  socials,  at  homes,  how  are  these  conducted  ? 

Great  care  in  the  invitations  that  all  young  men  of  respectable  character 
should  be  reached. 

As  to  the  attractions,  I  would  suggest  a  good  musical  programme  and 
sprinkle  in  a  goodly  number  of  solid  Gospel  Hymns. 

Literary.  A  reading  by  the  best  local  talent  obtainable,  a  short  original 
paper  by  some  one  of  known  ability. 
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The  biggest  feature,  however,  is  the  general  conversations,  introductions, 
kindly  enquiries  as  to  home  and  friends,  and  future  aims  in  life. 

Please  do  not  forget  the  cake  and  coffee.  Then,  before  closing,  two  or 
three  Gospel  hymns,  and  the  reading  of  a  chapter  and  prayer.  This  should 
be  as  free  and  informal  as  the  evening  prayer  at  home. 

The  personal  contact  with  friends  gives  chances,  if  improved,  that  can  be 
made  most  fruitful  in  this  work  in  the  way  of  keeping  the  matter  ever  be- 
fore the  public.  The  need  of  good  books  for  the  library,  papers  for  the 
reading  room,  pieces  of  furniture  and  fittings  for  the  parlors,  looking  out  for 
attractions  for  the  receptions,  such  as  we  have  named  above,  and  in  a  hun- 
dred and  one  ways  known  only  to  women  when  their  Christian  interest  is 
aroused. 

I  am  truly  glad  that  women  have  agreed  to  help  in  this  good  work. 

Some  may  say  that  the  above  programme  demands  work  ;  so  it  does,  and 
hard  work.     I  know  of  no  other  way  to  achieve  results. 

1st.     Form  a  women's  auxiliary  of  earnest  Christian  workers. 

2d.  Let  them  consult  with  the  General  Secretary  as  to  the  needs  of  the 
work ;  if  no  Secretary,  then  with  the  active  member  who  knows  most  about 
the  work. 

3rd.  In  the  furnishing  of  rooms  :  if  you  have  the  money,  settle  on  the 
amount  you  can  spend,  and  give  it  then  to  the  women.  Nine-tenths  of  the 
women  can  buy  better  than  men  ;  and  if  you  do  not  have  the  money,  fix  the 
sum  you  would  like  them  to  raise. 

4th.  Appreciate  their  work,  and  show  them  how  absolutely  you  have  to 
depend  on  them  for  help. 

May  the  dear  Lord  help  us. 

W.  S.  Fisher  said  in  his  locality  they  had  tried  to  inaugurate  a  Ladies 
auxiliary.  They  had  some  ladies  working  the  matter  up,  and  the  coming 
year  would  likely  show  some  progress. 

The  plan  was  to  have  ladies  who  had  influence  v  ith  the  young  men  of 
their  own  churches  to  enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  women  generally  in  their 
parishes  in  the  work. 

Dr.  Kelly  said  the  unofficial  connection  of  the  ladies  with  the  institution 
was  the  very  best  connection  they  could  have  with  it,  in  decorating  the  As- 
sociation's rooms  and  in  opening  their  homes  in  furtherance  of  the  interests 
of  the  work,  as  good  Christian  women  are  doing  in  many  places. 

John  McKeen  said  it  was  far  better  to  form  a  committee  of  ladies  from 
the  different  Churches  ;  get  their  service  in  an  informal  way,  so  that  they 
could  be  appealed  to  for  certain  purposes  without  having  them  in  an  organi- 
zation officially  connected  with  our  regular  Association. 

President  Morrison  said  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  had  different  ways  of 
raising  money  than  the  Associations  had.     They  might  give  private  enter- 
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tainments  at  their  own  homes.     They  did  not  go  around  and  solicit  subscrip- 
tions, as  that  ground  had  been  well  covered. 

Bro.  McCallum,  in  answer  to  a  question,  said  from  ten  to  twelve  were 
sufficient  for  Truro  in  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 

The  Convention  sang  Hymn  41 — 

"Lord  Jesus,  I  long  to  be  perfectly  whole." 

General   Secretary  McDonald  received    permission    to    distribute 
"The  Young  Men's  Era,"  and  other  publications  of  the  International 

Committee. 

"Lord  dismiss  us  with  thy  blessing- 
was  sung,  and  the  benediction  pronounced  by  Rev.  E.   A.  McAuley. 


SATURDAY    EVENING    SESSION, 


United  Presbyterian  Church, 

Aug.  9,  1890. 
The  usual  devotional  exercises  took  place  from  7.30  to  8  o'clock. 
The  President  then  took  the  chair. 

"  Onward,  Christian  Soldiers," 
was  sung,  after  which  Rev.  Mr.  Dykeman  read  part  of  4th  and  8th 
chapters  of  Proverbs,  and  offered  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 


THE  NEXT  PLACE  OF  MEETING. 

The  President  announced  that  the  Convention  was  now  prepared 
to  accept  invitations  for  the  next  place  of  meeting.  F.  G.  Marshall 
offered  an  invitation  from  Truro,  which,  on  motion,  was  accepted,  the 
time  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


WORK  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMITTEE. 

J.  R.  Hague  then  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  work  of  the 
International  Committee : 

He  said :  Some  time  ago,  if  one  attempted  to  travel  from  New  York  to 
Buffalo,  or  Chicago,  he  would  have  to  go  over  a  great  many  short  routes  or 
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links  to  reach  his  destination.  Now  these  were  all  combined,  as  were  also 
roads  from  and  to  other  points.  Some  of  these  small  roads  were  called  nar- 
row and  others  broad  guage,  and  there  was  dissimilarity  in  them.  They 
were  all  bought  up,  brought  into  line,  and  consolidated,  ran  through  trains, 
and  now  we  could  with  comfort  and  without  change  travel  long  distances. 
The  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  were  formerly  in  much  the  same  condition,  and  in 
1863  the  International  Committee  was  formed,  in  order  that  it  might  unify 
these  Associations.  The  International  Committee  stood  in  an  advisory  rela- 
tion to  the  Associations,  and  not  in  a  dictatorial  one.  It  was  composed  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  scattered  through  the  country  ;  its  chairman  was  a 
lawyer  who  had  given  his  life  to  the  work.  There  was  a  General  Secretary, 
K.  C.  Morse,  and  a  Treasurer,  Mr.  Wetmore,  who  was  here  last  year.  There 
was  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  chairman  of  a  railroad  department  in  New  York  City, 
mingled  with  the  men  in  the  Associations,  and  presided  at  the  meetings. 
These  men  were  thinking  out,  and  giving  care  to,  this  work.  There  were 
fourteen  Secretaries  of  the  International  Committee.  The  Committee  had 
wisely  given  supervision  to  the  incorporation  of  Associations.  They  gave 
attention  to  commercial  travellers'  tickets,  good  for  admission  to  any  Associa- 
tion in  the  country.  A  New  Glasgow  member  of  the  Association  sent  to  the 
International  Committee  and  got  a  ticket  which  was  good  for  any  Association 
in  the  country,  and  was  always  good  for  a  welcome.  There  was  a  College 
students'  ticket  which  was  good  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  Committee  gave 
advice  about  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the  Associations,  about  plans,  cost 
and  all  other  details.  They  also  advised  about  missionary  work  in  the  far, 
East.  Their  work  was  a  great  one,  and  the  New  York  office  was  a  very  busy 
one. 

Mr.  Budge  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  subscribing  to  and  reading  the  "  Young  Men's  Era."     He  said  : 

Every  delegate  to  this  Convention  realized  what  a  benefit  it  had  been  to 
him  to  be  here,  and  how  much  help  his  Association  would  receive  through 
his  coming.  A  great  benefit  was  also  to  be  obtained  by  an  annual  subscrip- 
tion to  the  "  Watchman."  A  Convention  came  along  every  week  right  to 
their  offices,  and  to  their  rooms,  where  they  could  enjoy  it  without  the  ex- 
citement of  the  speeches  they  had  heard  on  the  floor  of  the  Convention. 
How  many  reading  rooms  had  not  the  "  Young  Men's  Era  ?  "  Send  your  sub- 
scriptions before  you  leave  New  Glasgow.  An  Association  was  culpable  that 
had  not  this  paper  in  its  reading  room. 

After  a  selection  by  the  choir,  the  Business  Committee  reported  as 
follows  : — 

The  Business  Committee,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  reply  to  the  greeting 
of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  recommend  that  two  delegates  be  appointed  to  repre- 
sent this  Convention  at  their  Convention  to  be  held  at  Pictou  next  week,  and 
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that  the  following  communication  be  f  jrwarded  to  that  body,  signed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  Convention. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Young  People's  Societies  of  Christian  Endeavor  in  Con- 
vention assembled,  Aug.  13th  to  16th,  1890. 

Dear  Fellow- Workers  in  Christ:— Your  greeting,  so  full  of  Christian 
fellowship  and  hopeful  enthusiasm,  has  been  received  by  us.  We  are  thank- 
ful to  our  common  Father  for  the  possibility  of  such  a  greeting,  and  far  more 
so  for  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  in  our  province,  and  in  the  world  at 
large,  that  your  communication  tells  of.  We  accept,  in  the  same  spirit  in 
which  they  were  evidently  tendered  your  hearty  expressions  of  fellowship 
and  warm  wishes  for  our  success,  which  we  beg  as  heartly  to  reciprocate. 
We  rejoice,  that  in  the  institution  you  represent,  has  been  found  the  link  for 
which  the  Christian  Church  has  so  long  yearned— the  link  between  the  Sunday 
School  and  the  Church,  as  the  term  is  generally  understood,  and  we  wish  to 
place  on  record  our  due  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  on 
which  we  must  regard  the  phenomenal  success  it  has  experienced  as  the 
unmistakeable  seal  of  God's  approval.  In  doing  this,  we  desire  both  for 
ourselves  and  you,  that  we  should  remember  that  not  in  proportion  to  our 
success,  but  to  our  fidelity,  is  our  work  to  be  measured ;  and  that  during 
the  years  to  come  the  work  in  our  respective  lines,  which  harmonize  ever 
and  cannot  clash,  shall  be  carried  on  with  a  holy  zeal,  combined  with  great 
humility,  and  in  a  perpetual  atmosphere  of  prayer  for  God's  guidance  in  our 
various  undertakings.  Fellow-workers,  you  shall  have  our  prayers  and  our 
sympathy.  May  God  grant  that  with  you  in  your  special  work  and  with  us 
in  our  work  for  young  men,  we  may  find  the  blessing  of  sanctified  eyes,  ears, 
tongues,  hands  and  feet ;  remembering  that  the  body  is  not  one  member,  but 
many ;  but  that  we  are  one  absolutely  in  our  aim  to  glorify  God. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
(signed)     W.  S.  Morrison,  M.  D.  President. 
A.  D.  Ross,  Sect'y. 

The  Committee  also  recommended  that  the  following  resolution  be 
passed  in  answer  to  Judge  Hensley's  letter : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  learns  with  deep  regret  that  our  dear  Brother 
Judge  Henslsy  is  unable  to  be  present  with  us  this  year.  We  miss  his  genial 
countenance  and  loving  counsel,  and  desire  to  record  our  gratitude  for  the 
brave  work  done  by  our  brother  in  the  past  for  our  Association  and  for  his 
own  local  Province.  Although  separated  from  us  by  a  gulf,  we  realize 
that  he  is  with  us  in  spirit.  We  needed  not  his  worcs  to  assure  us  of  his 
love  for  the  work,  and  we  trust  that  another  year  we  shall  see  him  face  to 
face,  and  that  he  may  long  be  spared  to  labor  with  us  in  the  grand  work  for 
young  men  to  which  he  has  given  so  many  of  his  years. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  adopted. 
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A  motion  that  F.  B.  Robb  and  Jos.  Wood,  Jr.,  be  the  delegates  to 
the  T.  P.  8.  C.  E.  was  passed. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Devotional  Committee  presented  the  report  of 
services  for  Sunday,  which  was  adopted. 

The  following  report  of  the  Credential  Committee  was  presented 
by  A.  M.  McKay,  Chairman,  and  was  adopted  : 

Number  of  delegates  present: — From  Nova  Scotia,  60;  New  Brunswick, 
11 ;  Prince  Edward  Island,  5;  College  Associations,  9  ;  Boys'  Branch,  1—86. 

Members  of  Executive  Committee  of  Maritime  Provinces  present,  14  ;  In- 
ternational Committee,  1  ;  Executive  Committee,  Ontario  and  Quebec,  2 ; 
Corresponding  members,  12.    Total,  115. 

Members  of  Associations  represented: — Nova  Scotia,  13;  New  Brunswick, 
3;  P.  E  Island,  2;  Colleges,  3;  Academies,  1.    Total,  22. 

(For  list  of  delegates  and  corresponding  members,  see  Appendix.) 


COLLEGE  WORK. 

J.  R.  Hague  was  called  to  the  chair/  and  the  College  representa- 
tives were  invited  to  the  platform. 

Robert  Grierson  described  Y.  M-  C.  A.  students  work  at  Northfield, 
Mass.,  which  was  the  birth-place  of  Moody,  the  great  evangelist,  who  was 
not  a  college  man,  but  he  had  conceived  the  idea  of  getting  hold  of  college 
men.  At  the  convention  there  every  morning  there  was  a  meeting  from  8 
to  9  of  college  delegates,  each  of  whom  gave  an  account  of  the  work  in  his 
own  organization.  The  method  they  described  of  getting  hold  of  the  new 
students  as  they  came  into  town  interested  him  much.  They  were  met  at 
the  train  on  arrival  by  students  who  welcomed  them,  showed  them  over  the 
town,  and  made  themselves  generally  agreeable  to  the  new  comers  ;  they 
called  in  the  aid  of  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  supper  was  provided,  and  some  week 
nights  they  got  all  the  students  together.  Some  Associations  had  the  help  of 
ladies  in  the  work,  and  the  young  men  were  introduced  into  society.  They 
discovered  which  young  men  were  Christians,  and  those  were  asked  to  join 
the  Association,  as  active  members,  those  not  Christians  were  given  in  charge 
to  be  worked  upon.  The  most  important  thing  in  all  their  Christian  Associ- 
tion  work  was  that  each  active  member  should  so  live,  that  he  could  recom- 
mend his  Association  to  the  new  student.  There  were  500  delegates  at  the 
Northfield  Convention,  several  of  whom  had  come  all  the  way  from  Japan. 

J.  H.  McDonald  presented  the  report  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  at 
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Acadia  College.     (See  Adpendix).     He  addressed  the  Convention  as 
follows  : 

Acadia  College  is  positively  a  Christian  institution.  When  young  men 
come  to  seek  instruction  within  her  walls,  they  are  sought  out  by  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  Membership  Committee  and  other  active  Christians,  whose  friendship 
they  soon  cultivate.  Good  influences  are  thrown  about  them,  and  they  are 
expected  to  present  themselves  at  Church  services  and  devotional  exercises 
with  the  same  regularity  as  their  attendance  at  the  class  and  lecture  room. 
During  the  present  vacation  between  forty  and  fifty-five  young  men  are  en- 
gaged in  the  various  mission  fields  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  in  preaching 
the  Gospel.  Their  labors  in  the  past  have  been  productive  of  good.  Others, 
who  are  employed  in  the  various  secular  pursuits,  are  making  their  influence 
felt. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Dalhousie  College  Association  was  read  by  J. 

B.  McLean.     (See  Appendix). 

Christopher  Munro,  of  Dalhousie  College,  was  called  upon  and 
spoke  on  behalf  of  that  institution  as  follows  : 

We  were  welcomed  on  Thursday  evening  to  your  generous  hospitality  by  a 
Dalhousian.  The  esteemed  pastor  of  this  church  and  others  of  your  citizens 
are  Dalhousians,  and  so  we  hope  you  will  bear  with  Dalhousie  a  minute  yet. 
Pictou  County  has  always  been  one  of  the  chief  constituencies  of  our  college; 
and  you  are  interested  in  knowing  the  religious  influences  that  surround  your 
friends  there. 

The  university  requires  all  students  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  give 
in  writing  the  names  of  the  church  they  are  to  attend.  A  list  is  sent  to  each 
pastor  of  the  students  that  attend  his  church.  Students  also  are  only 
allowed  to  board  at  places  approved  by  the  Senate.  Last  fall  each  student 
received,  with  the  compliments  of  the  College  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  small  hand- 
book giving  a  list  of  these  boarding-houses,  and  also  other  important  infor- 
mation useful  to  students.  Each  new  man  is  invited  to  join  our  Association  ; 
but  it  is  not  surprising  that  our  membership  is  comparatively  small.  The 
University  has  a  library,  gymnasium,  and  reading-room  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  students.  We  have  no  advantages  to  offer  associate  members,  and  we 
can  only  expect  the  active  Christian  students  to  join  our  society. 

The  treasurer  of  the  Athletic  Association  last  winter  mentioned  those  from 
whom  he  never  got  any  financial  help.  Not  one  of  these  belonged  to  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bro.  Macdonald  told  you  that  the  Secretary  of  Acadia  Athletic 
Association  was  also  a  worker  in  the  Christian  Association.  With  us  the 
captain  of  the  foot  ball  team  last  session  was  a  former  President  of  the  Y.  M. 

C.  A.,  and,  perhaps,  the  most  active  Christian  worker  in  the  University. 

We  can  also  report  that  our  men  take  a  creditable  stand  at  the  examina- 
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tions.  At  the  senior  competition  for  the  Munro  Exhibition  and  Bursaries 
last  fall  all  the  exhibitioners  and  the  first  bursar  belonged  to  us.  A  number 
of  our  most  active  workers  take  the  affiliated  with  the  Presbyterian  Col- 
lege. In  addition  to  our  Association  they  have  to  support  the  societies  con- 
nected with  the  institution. 

I  have  had  unusual  opportunities  for  observing  the  trend  of  religious  mat- 
ters in  Dalhousie.  After  attending  for  a  session  I  was  kept  away  for  years# 
On  my  return,  I  noticed  a  great  change  for  the  better.  Religion  never  had  a 
firmer  hold,  and  was  never  so  generally  respected,  as  now.  It  is  only  worth- 
less fellows  who  manifest  any  disrepect  towards  it.  The  lectures  by  Profes- 
sors Forrest  and  Seth  on  Sabbath  afternoons  were  largely  attended,  and  had 
excellent  results.  The  interest  in  the  Association  deepened  as  the  session 
advanced.  The  last  meeting,  held  a  few  days  before  examination,  was  one  of 
the  largest  of  the  session.  More  and  more  generally  do  our  students 
acknowledge  that  Christ  is  the  inspiration  of  all  that  is  noblest  in  the 
world's  progress.  And  student  and  professor  together  humbly  bow  at  the 
name  which  is  above  every  name. 

Bro.  ^.  A.  McDougall  presented  the  report  of  Mount  Allison  As- 
sociation.    (See  Appendix.) 

He  then  addressed  the  Convention  as  follows : — 

There  is  an  idea  quite  prevalent  that  our  Christian  young  men  and  boys 
that  go  to  college  full  of  zeal  and  earnestness  in  the  work  for  the  Master  soon 
become  cold  and  spiritually  dead ;  and  if  they  go  out  as  ministers,  they  do 
so  as  cold  learned  sermonizers ;  and  if  into  the  secular  professions,  they  drop 
all  profession  of  religion.  Now,  for  the  satisfaction  of  parents  and  guardians, 
we  would  like  to  absolutely  deny  that  anything  of  the  kind  is  true  at  Mount 
Allison.  On  the  contrary,  every  effort  possible  is  put  forth  by  both  profes- 
sors and  students  to  dissipate  and  refute  all  infidel  ideas,  and  to  shew  that 
science  and  religion  go  hand  in  hand— that  rather  than  contradict,  they  ex- 
plain and  are  the  complement  of  each  other. 

All  gross  immorality,  such  as  profanity,  the  use  of  tobacco  and  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  are  strictly  forbidden  among  the  students.  Religious  meetings 
are  held  regularly  by  the  president  and  the  members  of  the  faculty,  and  by 
the  students,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  God's  word,  and  of  urging  upon 
non-professing  students  the  importance  and  advantage  of  an  immediate 
acceptance  of  Christ. 

Of  the  Alumni  honor  men  of  the  past  four  years  three  have  been  Christians 
and  workers  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  best  ball  player  in  the  same  time  served 
a  year  as  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  has  now  charge  of  a  circuit  in  the 
Methodist  Conference  of  N.  B.  and  P.  E.  I.  The  Secretary  of  the  Athletic 
Club  of  last  year  is  the  President  elect  for  the  coming  year,  and,  in  general, 
the  best  athletes  and  students  are  among  the  first  students  of  the  College* 
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Four  of  the  students  of  the  past  two  years  have  entered  upon  foreign  mis- 
sion work,  and  during  the  past  two  years  six  students  of  Mount  Allison  have 
gone  into  foreign  work.  Without  further  comment,  these  facts  are  submitted 
to  show  whether  such  influences  tend  towards  the  spiritual  influence  of  the 
students  or  not.  We  ask  the  prayers  of  this  Convention  and  of  the  Christian 
people  into  whose  hands  this  may  come,  that  God's  spirit  may  be  poured  out 
abundantly  upon  the  young  men  attending  our  colleges,  and  that  among 
them  may  be  a  grand  revival  of  His  work. 

J.  Gr.  Worth  gave  a  report  from  Pictou  Academy.    (See  Appendix). 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  desire  to  express  their  gratitude  to  God  for  the 
success  which  has  attended  the  twenty-third  annual  gathering  in  this  town 
— a  success  which  has  had  for  its  elements  a  degree  of  consecrated  earnest- 
ness and  practical  outlines  of  future  usefulness  seldom  excelled.  We  desire 
to  acknowledge  the  rapid  and  firm  advance  along  the  line  of  work  for  young 
men  that  these  sessions  have  manifested  ;  the  unanimity  which  has  charac- 
terized our  discussions,  and  the  evident  desire  for  still  further  advancement 
as  shewn,  among  other  things,  by  the  engagement  of  our  travelling  secretary 
for  another  year.    The  Convention  desire  to  extend  their  warm  thanks 

(1)  To  the  New  Glasgow  Association  for  the  royal  welcome  we  received 
on  our  arrival ;  for  the  useful  local  information  placed  in  our  hands,  and  the 
lasting  impressions  made  upon  our  hearts  by  their  treatment  of  the  dele- 
gates throughout  the  sessions. 

(2.)  To  the  good  citizens  of  this  grand  old  town  for  the  genuine  hospi- 
tality and  home-like  comforts  they  have  showered  upon  us  during  our  stay. 

(3.)  To  the  pastors  ot  the  churches  for  their  sympathy  expressed  by  their 
presence  and  co-operation. 

(4.)  To  the  Trustees  of  the  United  and  James  Churches  for  the  use  of 
their  buildings. 

(5.)  To  the  choir  of  the  United  Church  for  their  beautiful  selections  of 
music:  and  to  the  Decorating  Committee  for  the  tasteful  display  of  flowers 
on  the  rostrum. 

(6.)  To  the  Pictou  Association  for  the  beautiful  trip  given  at  their 
expense  to  the  delegates  on  the  Rhine  of  Pictou  County  on  Thursday  even- 
ing. 

(7.)  To  the  Trustees  of  the  Prince  Street  Church,  Pictou,  for  the  use  of 
their  building  on  the  evening  referred,  as  well  as  for  the  music  and  flowers 
thnt  added  so  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  evening. 

(8.)  To  the  railway  and  steamboat  authorities  for  reduced  fares  to  dele- 
gates. 

(9.)    To  the  International  Committee  for  the  visit  of  John  R.  Hague;. 
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together  with  our  old  and  tried  friends,  D.  A.  Budge  and  Dr.  Kelly,  for  their 
kind,  cheering  and  helpful  words  during  our  sessions. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the  Doxology  and  benediction. 


SUNDAY    SERVICES. 


New  Glasgow,  Aug.  10,  1890. 
A  Consecration  Meeting  was  held  at  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  Hall  from  9 
to  10  A.  M.,  led  by  Bro.  J.  R.  Hague,   of  the  International  Com- 
mittee, Tew  York. 

From  3  to  3.45  P.  M.,  there  was  an  open  air  meeting,  led  by 
Evangelist  McKay,  in  the  Park,  west  side. 

At  4.15  there  was  a  meeting  for  men  only  in  the  T.  M.  C.  A 
Hall,  led  by  W.  P.  Tanner  of  Pictou,  and  addressed  by  Bros.  Budge 
of  Montreal,  Hague  of  New  York,  Evangelist  McKay,  and  others. 

At  the  same  hour  there  was  a  meeting  for  women  at  St.  James' 
Church  led  by  Mrs.  Amos  Rice  of  New  Glasgow. 

At  the  same  hour  there  was  a  boys'  meeting  in  the  Hall  of  St. 
James'  Church,  led  by  Dr.  Kelly  of  Montreal,  assisted  by  P.  H. 
Barron  of  Amherst,  P.  G.  Marshall  of  Truro,  and  A.  P.  Rogers  of 
Amherst.  

FAREWELL     MEETING. 


United  Pbesbyterian  Chubch, 

Sunday,  Aug,  10th,  1890. 
Convention  met  at  8.30. 

Travelling  Secretary  E.  W.  Gorton  presided. 

The  Chairman  said  : 

This  was  the  last  meeting  of  the  Convention,  and  it  was  desirable  that 
the  delegates  who  had  not  taken  much  part  in  the  discussions,  should  now 
give  their  impressions  of  the  work  of  this  Convention,  on  all  or  any  of  the 
points  discussed.     The  invitation  was  responded  to  by  a  large  number  of  the 
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delegates.  There  was  a  general  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  all  of 
having  received  much  good  from  the  labors  of  the  Convention,  and 
much  encouragement  to  work  more  earnestly  in  future.  It  was  the 
opinion  that  a  thorough  consecration  to  the  work  was  necessary,  that 
intermmittent  facts  did  not  count  much,  that  more  attention  should 
be  devoted  to  the  work  for  boys ;  that  the  Bible  should  be  more  prom- 
inent in  the  Association  ;  that  the  work  of  the  Association  required  finan- 
cial support  just  as  much  as  any  other  part  of  God's  work  ;  and  that  the 
work  should  be  hand  to  hand. 

Testimonials  as  to  the  personal  benefit  and  impression  received 
were  then  given  by  many  of  the  delegates  present,  and  after  the  sing- 
ing of  a  hymn, 

"  Precious  Promise  God  hath  given," 

the  chairman  called  on  Harvey  Graham,  President  of  the  New  Glas- 
gow Association  for  some  parting  words,  who  said  : — 

"  The  New  Glasgow  Association  had  welcomed  the  delegates  for  their  sakes 
individually,  and  for  our  sakes  for  the  good  we  would  get  from  them,  and 
the  noble  work  they  were  doing.  He  Had  to  bid  them  farewell,  but  it  was 
not  pleasant  for  him  to  do  so.  The  delegates  had  told  us  of  the  blessings 
they  had  received  at  this  Convention,  and  now  he  wished  to  allude  to  what 
they  have  been  saying  and  talking  about.  He  never  attended  a  Convention 
in  which  the  question  of  definite  work  for  young  men  and  boys  was  so  con- 
stantly, persistently  and  so  prominently  pressed  upon  them.  To  be  saved 
for  Christ  was  impressed  upon  us  all.  The  question  had  come  home  to  us. 
What  are  we  doing  for  the  young  men  and  boys  in  New  Glasgow  ?  There 
was  no  christian  father  or  mother  here  to-night  who  had  children  whose 
heart  was  not  touched.  You  cannot  help  seeing  that  your  boys  are  not  like 
what  they  should  be.  What  are  we  going  to  do  to  keep  them  P  The  first 
thing  was  to  give  them  a  proper  place  to  meet  in,  and  be  better  supplied 
with  the  sinews  of  war  to  save  the  boys  and  young  men.  We  must  do  some- 
thing now.  A  few  weeks  hence  we  will  do  nothing.  If  there  was  anything 
that  we  lacked,  it  was  consistent  every  day  pegging  away."  Mr.  Graham 
proceeded  :  "  We  have  a  Secretary  who,  if  he  lacks  anything  else,  is  blessed 
with  one  thing  more  than  another — a  consecrated  perseverance.  He  never 
lets  go  when  he  takes  hold.  We  can  depend  upon  him  to  do  the  best  he  can 
for  the  young  men  if  you  give  him  the  facilities.  I  will  ask  you  to-morrow 
— I  will  ask  the  rich  men  of  this  town  to  help  us  carry  on  this  work.  I  am 
going  to  ask  them  to  give  us  some  money.  The  young  men  have  subscribed 
handsomely  all  around,  but  we  want  the  men  who  have  large  stakes  in  the 
country  to  help  us,  and  I  will  not  be  put  off ;  and  if  I  know  the  men  of  New 
Glasgow,  I  dont't  think  I  will  be  put  off.  I  am  not  afraid  to  go  to  them,  and 
I  know  that  the  response  will  be  a  hearty,  generous  and  manly  one,  and  one 
worthy  of  the  object.     We  have  scarcely  touched  boys'  work.    Every  father 
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and  mother  here  would  be  glad  to  have  their  boy  in  the  Boys'  Branch,  under 
the  wing  of  the  Association.  We  ask  not  only  for  your  money,  but  for  your 
prayers,  sympathy,  assistance  and  encouragement,  and  may  there  be  a  glori- 
ous God-speed  not  only  for  the  work  here  but  everywhere." 

Eev.  Mr.  Scott,  pastor  of  the  United  Church,  was  called  upon  and 
said  : — 

"Twelve  years  ago  the  Maritime  Convention  met  here,  and  held  their  clos- 
ing meeting  in  this  church,  in  the  evening  after  service.  I  have  seen  nothing 
since  until  to-night  that  reminds  me  so  much  of  that  meeting.  But  there 
are  two  remarkable  changes — the  personnel  of  the  congregation  ;  faces  I  saw 
then  are  not  here  now — and  a  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  convention. 
The  conventions  a  few  years  ago  had  among  the  delegates  some  half  a  dozen 
men  whose  names  were  known  for  their  connection  with  the  work ;  they  are 
here  no  more,  and  in  their  places  are  many  young  and  strange  faces.  Then 
it  was  general  work ;  work  for  Christ ;  no  distinctness  about  it.  A  day  or 
two  after  the  convention  I  speak  of,  a  question  was  propounded,  ''shall  we 
get  an  evangelist  here  and  have  some  public  meetings  ?  "  That  was  the  im- 
pulse they  received  then.  To-day  the  aim  seems  to  be  different  and  is  "  this 
one  thing  I  do."  It  is  to  save  young  men ;  to  try  to  get  other  young  men 
among  us  and  to  Christ.  There  is  one  thing  in  which  there  is  no  cnange. 
On  the  occasion  I  speak  of  I  gave  a  friendly  word  to  crown  Him  Lord  of 
everything.  There  is  no  change  there.  That  Lord  is  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day  and  forever.  On  bidding  farewell  to  the  delegates,  I  would  say,  "  See 
no  man  but  Jesus  only."    May  God  go  with  you,  and  your  work  prosper." 

Bro.  Hague  here  said  the  convention  had  some  experience  of  their  chair- 
man of  to-night,  their  Travelling  Secretary.  A  thousand  dollars  had  been 
raised  the  other  night  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Committee,  but  to  enable 
the  Secretary  to  do  travelling  work  among  the  associations,  it  was  necessary 
that  there  should  be  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  He  hoped  something  would 
be  subscribed  on  this  occasion.  This  method  of  raising  money  was  common 
in  the  United  States,  and  he  would  like  the  whole  amount  to  be  raised  now. 
Bro.  Hague  gave  some  instances  where  this  had  been  done  at  such  meetings 
in  the  United  States.  He  would  leave  with  them  a  watchword  for  the  year — 
the  last  two  words  in  Matthew,  17-8  ;— "  And  when  they  had  lifted  up  their 
eyes  they  saw  no  man  save  '  Jesus  only.' " 

D.  A.  Budge  had  a  secret  to  tell  the  audience.  It  ought  to  have  come  in 
after  Bro.  Graham's  address.  The  secret  was  for  New  Glasgow.  He  waa 
pleased  when  Bro.  Gorton  spoke  of  his  confidence  in  the  people  there.  It 
was  a  splendid  thing  to  have  a  new  building,  and  they  must  and  could  have 
it.  If  only  one  man  were  redeemed,  he  would  feel  this  was  a  good  invest- 
ment. An  investment  of  one  dollar  put  into  the  building  would  pay  five 
thousand  per  cent.  But  the  building  was  not  the  only  thing.  The  man  was 
more  than  the  building,  and  it  was  easier  to  get  the  building  than  the  right 
man  as  Secretary.    They  had  the  man  that  God  bad  chosen  to  go  on  in  the 
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work.  They  should  not  let  this  man  go.  He  was  very  nearly  gone,  and  what 
they  did  they  would  have  to  do  quickly.  He  thought  the  young  man  would 
like  to  stay  in  New  Glasgow.  He  would  like  to  say  to  the  delegates  that 
they  wanted  a  consecration  that  would  mean  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
days  and  nights  in  the  year.  The  way  to  get  that  was  to  think  of  John  xv. 
27:  "And  ye  also  shall  bear  witness,  because  ye  have  been  with  me  from  the 
beginning."  Our  zeal  may  soon  pass  away  unless  we  are  with  Christ  every 
day.  In  conclusion  he  would  urge  that  when  a  young  man  left  home  for 
another  place  where  there  was  a  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association  there  should  be  communicated  with,  stating  the  fact  of  his  being 
there.  He  would  be  looked  after,  and  that  might  be  the  means  in  God's 
hands  of  saving  him. 

Bro.  McDonald,  Secretary  of  the  New  Glasgow  Association,  said  he  felt  a 
certain  sense  of  responsibility  devolving  on  him  when  the  Convention  was 
invited  to  New  Glasgow.  He  was  glad  it  was  over.  He  had  been  afraid  of 
some  hitch,  but  there  was  none.  The  fellowship  meeting  was  a  pleasing  side 
to  this  occasion.  He  recalled  the  first  farewell  meeting  he  attended  in  St. 
John.  Thinking  they  might  never  meet  again,  he  was  sad,  yet  experienced 
gladness  at  the  thought  that  there  was  one  family  in  Heaven  and  earth 
named  after  the  one  common  Father.  It  might  be  the  veil  that  hid  the 
Eternal  from  us  was  thinner  than  we  thought,  and  those  who  had  gone  be- 
fore were  watching  over  us  to-night.  We  might  never  all  meet  again  on 
earth,  but  we  would  be  all  one  body  in  the  end.  He  felt  that  Christ  was 
with  him  in  his  work,  and  that  gave  him  persistency,  and  behind  them  was 
the  power  of  the  Infinite  God. 

Dr.  Kelly  was  then  called  upon  to  speak,  who  said,  that  as  $500 
more  were  required,  he  wanted  a  collection  taken ;  that  would  be  all 
his  speech.     The  collection  was  proceeded  with,  amounting  to  $52. 

The  Chairman  then  called  on  President  Morrison,  who,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  special  closing  exercises  to  come,  spoke  as  follows  :  — 

PRESIDENT'S  FAREWELL  ADDRESS. 

There  comes  a  time  in  the  life  of  every  young  man  when  he  must  decide 
for  himself  to  what  special  line  of  business,  or  to  what  profession  he  is  to 
devote  his  life.  How  essential  it  is  here  that  he  makes  no  mistake.  How 
many  men  have  had  their  whole  life  work  marred  and  seamed  by  imperfec- 
tions and  failures,  simply  because  they  did  not  ascertain  in  the  beginning 
most  carefully  and  prayerfully  the  work  that  God  had  arranged  for  them 
before  they  had  a  being.  If,  then,  it  be  so  necessary  that  we  make  such  care- 
ful selection  in  temporal  things,  how  much  more  caieful  should  we  be  in 
choosing  the  better  part  in  christian  life,  that  will  enable  us  most  success- 
fully to  battle  for  the  right,  and  do  the  most  efficient  service  for  God  and 
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home  and  native  land.  In  the  year  1875  I  attended,  for  the  first  time,  a 
convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  held  in  the  neighboring 
town  of  Pictou,  and  since  that  date  and  long  before  it,  men  have  come  and 
men  have  gone,  yet  the  definite  work  for  young  men  by  young  men  has  been 
continually  broadening  and  widening,  until  now  it  encircles  the  earth,  show- 
ing most  conclusively  that  George  Williams,  the  man  whose  soul  was  first 
inspired  to  do  their  work  made  no  mistake. 

Brethren  of  the  convention,  as  we  bid  you  farewell,  sorrowing  most  of  all 
that  we  see  your  faces  no  more  it  may  be,  yet  let  each  brother  delegate  feel 
his  own  individual  responsibility  and  seek  God's  blessing  and  direction  in 
the  work  which  lies  nearest  him. 

To  the  friends  in  New  Glasgow  who  have  contributed  in  so  many  ways  to 
our  comfort  and  pleasure,  I  can  only  say,  we  thank  you  from  our  hearts,  and 
as  we  look  into  your  faces  this  evening,  we  realize  it  is  for  the  last  time — 
it  may  be  for  years;  it  may  be  forever.  Yet,  remember,  though  sundered  far, 
by  faith  we  meet  around  one  common  mercy  seat;  and  whether  we  meet  here 
again  on  earth  it  matters  little,  if  we  are  only  prepared  to  enter  into  that  rest 
which  remains  for  the  people  of  God,  where  there  shall  be  no  more  parting, 
no  more  tears.  Encourage  the  efforts  put  forth  by  the  New  Glasgow  Asso- 
ciation, and  aid  them  in  every  possible  way  whereby  the  salvation  of  the 
young  men  of  the  town  may  be  ensured.  Members  of  New  Glasgow  Associ- 
ation, we  bid  you  farewell.  In  your  special  work  remember  that  concentra- 
tion of  effort,  attended  by  God's  blessing,  is  the  only  sure  road  to  success. 
Rally  around  your  President,  and  with  your  eye  firmly  fixed  on  Jesus,  fear 
not,  neither  be  discouraged. 

In  conclusion,  we  bid  you  all  farewell,  and  may  God  be  with  you  till  we 
meet  again. 

After  an  appropriate  selection  by  the  choir,  as  many  as  possible  of 
the  delegates  got  together,  joined  hands,  and  with  the  audience  sang 

"Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds." 

After  which  the  Lord's  Prayer  was  repeated  in  unison,  when  the 
President  declared  the  Convention  closed,  to  meet  again  at  Truro  at 
the  call  of  the  Executive  Committee.  * 

Rev.  Mr.  Bowman  dismissed  the  gathering  with  the  Benediction. 
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SECRETARIAL    CONFERENCE. 


Following  the  convention,  the  General  Secretaries'  Conference  of 
1890  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  New  Glasgow  Association  on 
Monday,  Aug.  11th,  from  9  to  12  a.  m.  The  following  General  Sec- 
retaries were  present : — 

A.  W.  McLeod,  St.  John;  A.  M.  McKay,  Pictou;  Geo.  P.  McDonald,  New 
Glasgow ;  F.  G.  Marshall,  Truro ;  F.  H.  Barron,  Amherst ;  D.  A.  Budge, 
Montreal;  John  R.  Hague,  New  York.  Secretary  Theakston,  of  Halifax, 
owing  to  illness,  was  not  able  to  be  present.  Besides  the  foregoing  there 
were  several  young  men  looking  forward  to  the  work. 

E.  W.  Gorton,  the  Travelling  Secretary,  was  called  upon  to  preside 
and  the  following  subjects  were  discussed: — 

"  Best  methods  of  developing  men  for  committees  " — Geo.  P.  McDonald, 
New  Glasgow. 

**  The  Evangelistic  Bible  Study  or  Weeknight  Prayer  Meeting ;  which  ?  " 
— Henry  Theakston,  Halifax. 

"Out-door  Recreations  "— F.  H.  Barron,  Amherst. 

"  Can  the  gymnasium  be  successfully  conducted  without  a  special  in- 
structor ?  "—A.  M.  McKay,  Pictou. 

"  How  can  the  General  Secretary  make  best  use  of  his  evenings  ?  " — F.  G. 
Marshall,  Truro. 

"  Best  methods  of  securing  the  attendance  of  young  men  at  our  religious 
meetings  "—A.  W.  McLeod,  St.  John. 

"  Duty  of  General  Secretaries  in  seeking  and  training  men  for  the  Secre- 
taryship, etc." 

A  short  discussion  followed  the  presentation  of  each  topic. 

The  Secretaries  were  grateful  to  Brothers  Budge  and  Hague  for 
their  presence  in  the  conference,  and  for  the  valuable  suggestions  and 
aid  so  kindly  given. 


APPENDIX 


REPORTS  FROM  ASSOCIATIONS. 


ACADIA  COLLEGE. 

After  two  years'  experience,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  emin- 
ently qualified  to  meet  the  spiritual  demands  of  our  students.  During  the 
past  academical  year  some  two  hundred  young  men  were  in  attendance  at 
institution.  Of  these,  eighty-five  were  active  members  of  our  Association. 
Five  classes  for  Bible  study,  led  by  as  many  professors,  were  conducted  every 
Sunday  afternoon,  with  an  average  attendance  of  sixty.  Services  were  held 
as  follows: — Sunday  morning,  attendance  35;  Wednesday  evening,  attend- 
ance 100.  In  addition  to  these  half-hour  prayer  meetings  were  conducted 
every  evening  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  in  the  College  and  Academy 
boarding-houses. 


ACADIA  MINES. 

The  present  number  of  members  is  7,  all  of  whom  are  active. 

Names  of  officers: — President,  G.  E.  Smith  ;  Secretary,  Jas.  P.  McDonald. 

The  date  of  annual  election  of  officers  is  the  second  meeting  in  February. 

There  is  a  Sabbath  afternoon  meeting  at  4  o'clock,  held  under  Association 
auspices. 

We  do  not  own  a  building. 

Financial — The  current  expenses  for  past  year^not  including  amounts  paid 
for  lectures,  etc.,)  was  $30.    The  estimated  value  of  furniture  is  $15. 


AMHERST. 

The  total  number  of  members  is  240,  of  whom  116  are  active. 

Names  of  officers: — President,  John  McKeen ;  Secretary,  Fred.  H.  Barron. 

The  date  of  annual  election  of  officers  is  January  17. 

We  do  not  own  a  building. 
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We  hold  two  religious  meetings  each  week  for  young  men  only.  Of  these 
•one  was  for  the  Workers'  Training  Classes,  and  the  other  is  a  Gospel  meet- 
ing, with  an  average  attendance  of  8  and  66  respectively.  There  is  a  Boys' 
meeting  also  held  on  Friday  evening,  with  an  average  attendance  of  21.  Of 
professed  conversions  there  have  been  during  the  year  24  young  men  and  2 
boys,  and  of  these  4  united  with  Churches. 

Financial— The  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (not  including  the 
amount  paid  for  lectures,  etc.,)  were  $950.  The  estimated  value  of  furniture 
is  S500. 

In  reporting  on  the  work  of  our  Association  for  the  past  year,  we  have 
much  cause  of  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  continued  favours 
bestowed  upon  us. 

At  last  Convention  we  reported  a  membership  of  170,  39  who  were  in 
arrears  have  renewed  since.  We  received  47  new  members  and  we  have  54 
in  Boys'  Branch,  making  a  total  of  310,  but  70  of  these  are  in  arrears  or  have 
left  town,  leaving  a  membership  of  249. 

During  the  year  we  held  50  Gospel  meetings,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  58.     We  had  a  training  class  since  last  January ;   average  attendance  8. 

Average  attendance  at  evening  prayers  was  9. 

During  the  year  6  young  men  asked  an  interest  in  our  prayers — 2  of  these 
professed  and  have  joined  the  church.  Both  of  these  are  members  of  the 
41  Workers'  Mining  Class." 

Our  Invitation  Committee  since  last  January  distributed  2695  Tracts,  Invi- 
tations and  Topic  Cards. 

One  of  the  Committee  left  over  300  Invitations  at  the  hotels  for  commer- 
cial travellers  and  stranger?. 

THE   SOCIAL   DEPARTMENT. 

Daily  average  attendance  at  rooms  for  past  year  was  50. 

The  total  attendance  at  our  entertainments  was  1500. 

On  New  Year's  day  several  ladies  gave  an  "  At  Home."  One  hundred  and 
eighty  young  men  called  on  us,  of  these  only  100  were  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

We  have  190  volumes  in  our  Library,  10  new  ones  being  added  during  the 
month.     253  volumes  were  taken  out  during  the  year. 

boys'  branch,  organized  july  26th,  1889. 

Total  membership  is  54,  of  which  15  are  active  members. 

Fifty  prayer  meetings  were  held,  with  a  total  attendance  of  1062— average 
attendance,  21. 

Thirty-eight  boys  were  spoken  to  about  Christ,  19  of  whom  professed  con- 
version and  are  living  for  Christ.     Of  these  2  have  joined  the  Church. 

Total  attendance  at  Boys  Socials  was  170. 

We  have  an  athletic  ground  for  the  boys. 
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The  General  Secretary  had  charge  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  tent  at  Moncton  dur- 
ing the  camp  last  July. 

Only  2  religious  meetings  were  held. 

We  had  all  writing  material  necessary,  and  also  all  daily  and  weekly 
papers,  &c. 

The  tent  was  well  patronized  both  by  officers  and  men,  being  crowded 
every  night. 

Last  May  the  First  District  Convention  for  Cumberland  and  Colchester 
Counties  was  held  in  Amherst. 

It  was  well  attended.  Mr.  E.  W.  Gorton,  Provincial  Secretary,  was  with 
us,  and  was  a  great  help  to  us». 

For  the  coming  year,  we  hope,  with  the  "  Grace  of  God,"  to  do  more  work 
and  better  work. 


CAPE  JOHN. 

There  were  meetings  for  worship  and  Bible  study  held  on  Thursdays. 


CAERIBOU  RIVER. 

Names  of  officers: — President,  John  W.  Houghton;  Secretary,  Thomas- 
McLeod.     Date  of  annual  election  of  officers :  First  Tuesday  in  January. 

Total  number  of  members  is  12,  of  whom  10  are  active. 

We  do  not  own  a  building. 

Weekly  meetings  are  held  in  winter  for  Bible  study,  and  also  a  weekly 
Prayer  meeting.  At  present  the  latter  is  the  only  one  we  have.  Cottage 
Prayer  meetings  have  been  held  outside  under  Association  auspices. 

Owing  to  the  busy  season  of  the  year,  there  will  be  no  delegates  at  the 
Convention. 

Financial.^-The  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (not  including  amounts 
paid  for  lectures,  etc.,)  are  $5.60. 


CHARLOTTETOWN. 

The  total  numbers  of  members  is  281,  of  whom  172  are  active. 

Names  of  officers : — President,  Charles  Palmer  ;  Secretary,  R.  M.  Barrat. 

The  date  of  the  annual  election  of  officers  is  the  last  week  in  December. 

We  cannot  get  young  men  to  attend  weekly  religious  meetings  for  young 
men  only. 

Of  other  religious  meetings  held  in  our  rooms,  we  have  the  Weekly  Bible 
Class,  Sabbath  Gospel  meetings,  and  the  Week  of  Prayer  meetings.    Of  the 
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meetings  held  outside  under  association  auspices,  we  have  one  at  the  Military 
Camp. 

We  own  a  building  for  Association  purposes. 

Financial— The  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (not  including  amounts 
paid  for  lectures,  etc.)  were  about  SHOO.  The  estimated  value  of  the  furni- 
ture is  S200.  The  present  estimated  value  of  the  building  (including  lot 
but  not  furniture)  is  Si 0,000.     There  is  a  debt  of  $3000  on  building. 

The  Sunday  Afternoon  Services  are  fairly  attended.  We  have  an  efficient 
Bible  Class  conducted  by  the  clergymen  of  the  town.  In  this  connection 
Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  deserves  especial  mention  for  the  acceptable  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  the  Bible  Classes.  They  were  held  on  Saturday  evenings. 
The  Association  held  services  at  the  Military  Camp  at  Brighton,  and  gave 
concerts  and  lectures  and  entertainments  during  the  winter  with  advantage 
to  the  Association.  The  ladies  have  assisted  us  materially.  Our  Reading 
Room  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  having  been  re-fitted 
and  furnished  with  a  large  and  excellent  variety  of  reading  matter. 


CHATHAM,  N.  B. 

Names  of  officers  :  President  —  F.  O.  Petterson.  Secretary  —  D.  P. 
MacLachlan. 

The  date  of  semi-annual  election  of  officers  is  March  1st  and  Sept.  1st. 

The  total  number  of  members  is  49,  of  whom  27  are  active. 

We  do  not  own  a  building  for  Association  purposes. 

There  are  2  religious  meetings  each  week  for  young  men  only.  Of  these  1 
was  for  prayer,  and  1  for  Bible  study,  with  an  average  attendance  of  9  and 
12,  respectively.  Of  meetings  held  outside  under  Association  auspices, 
there  were  school-house  services  and  prayer  meetings  in  the  neighborhood. 

Financial. — The  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (not  including  amounts 
paid  for  lectures,  etc.),  was  $44.35.  The  estimated  value  of  furniture  is  SI  54. 
We  have  a  building  fund  of  S258. 

We  are  not  going  back,  and  will  make  the  work  more  efficient.  We 
have  not  had  much  sympathy  from  the  outside  public,  but  Bro.  Gorton's 
visit  helped  to  create  a  better  spirit.  His  address  had  a  very  marked 
influence,  and  after  this  we  can  count  more  on  the  people  of  Chatham  to  help 
us.  We  have  made  a  beginning  in  the  matter  of  a  building  fund,  and  as  soon 
as  possible,  we  will  get  up  a  building.  Now,  we  have  but  one  room,  and  no 
attractions  to  draw  young  men. 


COW  BAT,  C.  B. 

Names  of  officers:    President — Charles  Archibald.      Secretary — Alexander 
McDonald. 
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The  date  of  annual  election  of  officers  is  June  26. 

The  total  number  of  members  is  36,  of  whom  32  are  active. 

We  own  a  building  for  Association  purposes. 

We  have  three  religious  meetings  each  week  for  young  men  only.  One  of 
these  is  a  prayer  meeting,  with  an  average  attendance  of  15.  The  Bible 
Class  meetings  are  suspended  during  the  summer  months.  The  W.  C.  T.  U. 
meetings  are  held  in  our  rooms. 

Financial. — The  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (notwithstanding 
amounts  paid  for  lectures,  etc.),  are  $91.41  ;  estimated  value  of  furniture 
$75.  The  present  estimated  value  of  the  building  (including  lot,  but  not 
furniture),  is  $700.    The  debt  on  the  building  is  $85. 

The  Association  is  doing  fairly  well,  and  we  are  holding  our  own. 


DALHOUSIE  COLLEGE. 

Dalhousie  is  essentially  non-sectarian.  She  still  holds  to  the  principles 
upon  which  she  was  founded,  and  has  within  her  walls  Methodists,  Baptists, 
Episcopalians,  Presbyterians.  Roman  Catholics,  Universalists,  and  others. 
One  most  pleasing  feature  of  our  prayer  meetings  is  the  tendency  they  have 
to  do  away  with  any  sectarian  prejudices  that  we  may  have  come  to  College 
with,  as  we  all,  Baptists,  Presbyterians,  Methodists  and  Episcopalians  raise 
up  our  voices  together  in  the  praises  of  our  common  Father  and  join  with 
one  another  in  calling  upon  his  name. 

STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  students  in  College  last  session,  including  arts,  law 
and  medicine,  was  221.  Of  these,  about  90  came  to  our  meetings  from  time 
to  time,  but  only  40  enrolled  themselves  as  members  of  our  Association,  and 
of  these  40,  38  did  so  as  active  members. 

The  average  attendance  at  the  prayer  meetings  was  in  the  neighborhood 
of  45. 

The  total  receipts  for  the  past  year  were  $80.05  ;  expenditure  $61.67,  leav- 
ing a  balance  on  hand  of  $18.38. 

With  regard  to  our  meetings,  a  general  prayer  meeting  was  held  on  Satur- 
day evening,  and  on  Sunday  afternoon  a  very  interesting  class  on  Christian 
Evidences  conducted  by  President  Forrest.  This  latter  meeting  was  on  three 
several  occasions  taken  charge  of  by  Prof.  Seth,  who  delivered  three  lectures 
on  "Pessimism,"  "Agnosticism,"  and  "  Faith  and  Season,"  which  were  highly 
appreciated.  These  two  meetings,  then,  embrace  about  all  the  work  that  was 
-done  within  the  College  last  session.    An  attempt  was  made  to  continue  the 


Worker's  training  class  of  the  previous  session,  but  as  the  time  formerly 
/taken  up  by  that  class  was  last  year  spent  by  many  of  the  students  in  the 
mission  schools  of  the  city,  the  attempt  was  not  carried  out. 

There  is  just  one  other  branch  of  the  work  which  we  wish  to  mention  and 
to  which  we  have  already  incidentally  referred,  and  that  is  the  work  done  out- 
side of  the  Association,  privately  and  publicly.  In  addition  to  the  work  done 
in  the  mission  schools,  several  of  the  students  had  the  privilege  of  taking  part 
•in  the  meetings  of  the  City  Association.  And  here  it  might  be  well  to  refer 
in  terms  of  the  warmest  friendship,  to  the  kindly  treatment  that  we  as 
students  and  as  fellow- workers  in  a  common  cause,  have  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  City  Association.  In  addition  to  their  throwing  open  their  reading- 
room  and  library  to  all  the  students,  they  have  given  us,  personally,  many 
tokens  of  their  warm  interest  in  our  welfare. 


HALIFAX. 

The  spiritual  part  of  the  work  has  been  carefully  looked  after. 

The  Gospel  meeting  on  Sunday  afternoons  though  open  to  both  sexes,  is 
attended  almost  entirely  by  men.  The  meeting  is  addressed  by  Ministers 
Students  in  the  Colleges  and  members  of  the  Association. 

The  young  men's  Prayer  meeting  on  Thursday  evening  has  been  held  more 
or  less  regularly,  and  though  the  attendance  is  small,  the  committee  consider 
the  meeting  necessary.  The  interest,  of  late,  in  this  meeting  has  certainly 
increased. 

The  Rev.  John  McMillan  still  continues  to  lead  the  Young  Men's  Bible 
Class  on  Saturday,  and  his  carefully  prepared  expositions  of  the  S.  S.  Lessons 
are  much  appreciated  by  those  who  attend  the  class. 

The  week  of  prayer  in  November  was  observed  by  the  Association.  Public 
Services  were  held  on  Sunday  and  Thursday,  and  meetings  for  men  only  on 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings.  The  attendance  was  not  large  but 
the  exercises  were  profitable.  A  collection  was  taken  for  the  funds  of  the 
International  Executive  Committee.  The  Secretary,  with  Messrs.  0.  M.  Hill 
and  S.  E.  Whiston,  did  good  work  for  two  weeks  at  the  Militia  Camp,  Alder- 
shot,  in  September  last. 

The  Tract  distributors  every  Sunday  supply  the  Hotels,  Military  Guard 
Rooms,  Ferry  Station,  Police  Station,  and  Jail  with  Tracts  and  Religious 
papers,  together  with  information  concerning  the  Association,  and  the 
Evangelical  Churches  of  the  City. 

The  social  side  of  our  work  has  received  more  than  the  usual  amount  of 
attention  during  the  past  season.  .  From  first  of  November  to  the  end  of 
April,  Tuesday  evening  was  considered  the  social  night.     An  excellent  pro* 
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gramme  of  popular  and  medical  talks,  lectures  and  receptions  was  prepared. 
All  the  events  with  the  exception  of  the  lectures  were  for  men  only.  Each 
of  our  members  received  a  ticket  for  the  course. 

From  a  numerical  point  of  view  the  course  cannot  be  considered  a  success, 
neither  the  members  nor  the  ladies  seeming  to  take  kindly  to  the  separation. 
However,  some  very  pleasant  evenings  were  spent,  especially  at  the  Presi- 
dent's receptions.  Last  winter  one  of  our  members  presented  us  with  a 
bagatelle  board.  This  has  been  placed  in  the  parlor  and  is  in  great  demand 
by  the  members. 

The  reading-room  continues  to  attract  not  only  the  members  but  many 
visitors  to  our  city,  probably  250  persons  enter  our  buildiug  every  day 
except  Sunday.  The  large  and  varied  assortment  of  papers  and  magazines 
makes  the  room  the  best  equipped  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

The  library  has  been  thoroughly  renewed,  and  the  books  re-labelled  and 
re-numbered.  There  are  now  in  the  library— circulating  3080,  reference  76. 
One  thousand  copies  of  a  52  paged  catalogue  have  been  prepared,  printed 
and  supplied  to  the  members  gratis.  The  demand  for  books  shows  that  the 
efforts  of  the  committee  are  appreciated. 

Our  expenses  last  year  amounted  to  $3156;  our  receipts  about  S400  less. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  of  the  members,  John  P,  Mott,  died.  While 
he  had  given  cheerfully,  he  had  said  little  during  his  life  about  our  work. 
We  were  therefore  very  agreeably  surprised  at  the  eloquent  words  in  his  will, 
leaving  us  $3000.00,  and  an  interest  in  the  residue,  which,  it  is  expected, 
will  enable  us  in  time  to  discharge  the  debt  on  our  building  and  to  extend 
our  work.  We  trust  the  Association  will,  through  the  noble  generosity  of 
Mr.  Mott,  be  able  to  do  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  men  of  our  city. 
His  name  will  be  long  remembered  by  us  as  one  of  our  princely  benefactors. 

The  membership  at  the  present  time  is  601 ;  more  than  half  are  active 
members. 

The  Christian  Worker  is  still  published  monthly.  It  is  found  very  con- 
venient as  a  medium  of  communication  between  our  members  and  also  other 
Associations. 

Something  new  since  last  year — an  electric  light  has  been  placed  at  the 
front  door.  Round  the  lamp  we  have  the  letters  Y.  M.  C.  A.  You  cannot 
pass  the  building  at  night  now  without  knowing  it. 

A  telephone  is  now  part  of  the  furniture  of  the  library,  and  is  of  course 
indispensable. 

We  have  just  now  a  scaffold  all  round  the  building,  but  it  is  only  tempo- 
rary. It  is  placed  there  to  enable  the  contractor  to  repair  and  renew  mastic, 
alter  windows  on  reading  room  and  hall  flats,  and  perform  other  necessary 
work,  which  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1000.00— a  costly  scaffold  - 
yes,  one  of  the  consequences  of  living  at  the  Capital. 

In  conclusion,  we  say  that  we  are  thankful  that  we  have  been  permitted 
to  do  some  work  during  the  past  year,  and  we  pray  that  the  Master  will 
accept  of  our  service  and  bless  it  to  the  young  men  of  our  community. 
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HOPEWELL. 

The  Association  was  organized  Jan.  30th,  1885.  No.  of  members.  17; 
No.  of  meetings  per  week,  2;  viz.,  Wednesday  evening  Bible  class,  Saturday 
evening  prayer  meeting.  During  the  winter  months,  cottage  prayer  meet- 
ings are  held  weekly.  During  the  suuimer  occasionally.  The  sick  are 
visited,  and  prayer  meetings  held  in  the  houses  of  those  unable  to  attend 
other  religious  meetings. 

The  Association  owns  the  building  in  which  it  holds  its  meetings,  and 
lately  have  purchased  a  good  organ. 

There  is  no  library,  or  reading-room. 


LUNENBUKG,  N.  S. 

This  Association  was  formed  on  21st  January,  1890. 

Names  of  officers:  President  —  Charles  A.  Chesley.  Secretary — Allan  E. 
Morash. 

Date  of  annual  election  of  officers,  third  Thursday  in  January. 

The  total  number  of  members  is  130,  of  whom  75  are  active. 

We  do  not  own  a  building  for  Association  purposes. 

There  is  a  Gospel  meeting  held  every  Sunday  afternoon,  the  average  atten- 
dance being  150.  There  is  also  a  Gospel  Temperance  meeting  held  in  our 
rooms  every  week  at  which  the  attendance  is  about  250. 

Financial — The  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (not  including  amounts 
for  lectures,  etc.)  were  about  $200.  The  estimated  value  of  furniture  is  about 
870. 

We  had  some  difficulty  in  starting  the  Association,  though  it  had  been 
suggested  for  a  number  of  years.  Last  year  six  or  seven,  including  Bro. 
Wright,  took  up  the  project,  made  it  a  matter  of  prayer,  and  determined  to 
see  what  could  be  done  toward  carrying  it  out.  The  town  was  canvassed, 
and  promises  were  obtained  to  support  it.  A  meeting  was  called,  and 
enough  financial  support  was  received  to  go  on.  We  are  peculiarly  situated, 
many  of  our  men  are  much  of  the  time  at  sea.  During  the  summer  a 
hundred  vessels  leave  with  a  thousand  men,  but  the  vessels  are  well  supplied 
with  papers. 

A  gentleman  in  Lunenburg  had  promised  indirectly  that  if  all  went  well 
within  the  next  two  years  that  he  would  give  us  a  lot  of  land  and  put  up  a 
building  to  cost  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  at  his  own  expense.  We  had 
a  course  of  three  lectures  given  by  residents  of  Lunenburg.  The  average 
attendance  was  about  200,  and  they  had  proved  a  success.  We  pray  that 
God  may  be  with  us.  and  help  us  on. 
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MIDDLE   MUSQUODOBOIT. 


Names  of  officers  :     President — S.  Lindsay.      Secretary — Albert  McCurdy. 
Our  Association  has  not  been  meeting,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  times. 
We  hope  that  we  may  be  stirred  up  to  activity  again. 


MONCTON. 

Our  present  membership  is  130,  divided  as  follows:— Active,  92;  associate 
24 ;  sustaining,  14. 

The  amount  of  money  expended  last  year  for  current  expenses  was  $459. 

We  held  the  following  meetings :— Sunday  afternoon,  Gospel  meeting; 
Saturday  night,  Bible  class.  And  we  organized  during  the  fall  months  a 
Boys'  Branch,  which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  our 
vork  during  the  fall  and  winter.  We  had  a  membership  of  fifty.  We  held 
a  series  of  evangelistic  services,  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gerrior,  in  the  month 
of  May,  when  quite  a  number  declared  their  intention  of  leading  Christian 
lives.  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  full  amount  of  good  accomplished  at 
these  meetings. 

Our  reading-room  still  continues  to  be  very  largely  patronized.  It  is  well 
supplied  with  periodicals  and  papers. 

We  have  organized  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  which  has  been  doing  excellent 
work  for  our  Association.     They  have  a  membership  of  fifty-four. 

We  observed  the  week  of  prayer  in  November  last.  A  collection  of  S15 
was  forwarded  to  the  International  Committee. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  new  building  is  being  con- 
stiucted,  of  which  you  will  hear  more  in  a  report  from  our  trustees. 


MOUNT  ALLISON,  SACKVILLE,  N.  B. 

It  is  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude  to  our  blessed  Heavenly  Father  for  His 
abundant  kindness  to  us  that  we  submit  our  report  to  this  Convention.  We 
are  thankful  to  Him  for  His  spirit  as  manifested  in  the  upbuilding  of  His 
followers,  in  the  restoration  of  some  who  had  professed  conversion  but  had 
fallen  back  in  the  world,  and  in  the  conversion  of  sinners. 

Our  membership  during  the  year  was  about  60  in  all,  of  which  about  35- 
were  active,  and  25  associate  members.  During  the  year  about  5  professed 
faith  in  Christ.    The  meetings  during  the  year  were  well  attended  and  in  all 
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a  deep  interest  was  manifested.  About  the  end  of  the  first  term  we  lost  two- 
members  by  death— Frank  Hamilton,  called  into  eternity  without  a  moment's 
notice,  and  Mortimer  Lockhart,  who  calmly  passed  through  the  gates  after 
a  lingering  illness. 


NEW   GLASGOW. 

The  work  in  this  Association  has  been  moving  quietly,  but  steadily. 

Present  membership,  148 ;  of  these  82  are  active  members.  40  of  these 
serve  on  committees.    32  new  members  were  added  during  the  year. 

The  Junior  Department  held  no  meetings  for  about  6  months,  during  the 
absence  of  the  General  Secretary,  but  they  have  again  resumed  work  and 
have  a  membership  of  42. 

Amount  of  money  expended  for  current  expenses  $190.00. 

The  building  fund  has  been  slightly  increased  during  the  year,  now 
amounting  to  over  $1500.00. 

Seventy-seven  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library,  making  a  total  of 
1206.     770  volumes  have  been  drawn  during  the  year. 

The  reading-room  has  been  well  supplied  with  90  papers  and  periodicals. 

Average  daily  attendance  at  the  rooms  86. 

We  hold  the'following  meetings :  Sunday  a.  m.,  prayer  meeting,  open  to 
both  sexes,  average  attendance,  65;  Sunday  4.15  p.  m.  ;  Young  Men's  meet- 
ing, average  attendance,  36 ;  Tuesday  evening,  Bible  Class,  average  attend- 
ance, 11.  For  six  months  a  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday  night,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  18.  Friday  night,  Boy's  meeting,  average  attendance, 
21.  Five  young  men  professed  conversion ;  five  have  united  with  the 
churches  from  the  associate  membership.  • 

Five  lectures  and  three  entertainments  have  been  given  during  the  winter 
months. 

A  field  for  outdoor  sports  has  been  secured  for  the  junior  department  this 
year. 

About  40  boys  from  the  New  Glasgow  and  Pictou  Associations  '"encamped 
for  one  week  at  the  seashore  under  charge  of  Secretaries  McKay  and  McDonald. 

Classes  in  light  gymnastics  were  carried  on  for  three  months  and  were 
much  appreciated  by  those  who  attended. 

The  work  has  outgrown  our  present  accommodation  and  we  look  forward 
in  the  near  future  to  securing  a  permanent  home  for  the  Association. 

We  have  every  reason  to  be  encouraged  in  our  work,  for  so  much  of  th& 
Master's  favor  and  blessing  has  been  shown  us,  that  we  are  pursuaded  that 
still  greater  favor  and  blessing  will  be  given  for  patient  continuance  in  well 
doing. 
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PICTOU. 

The  membership  is  now  170;  Junior  department  47— total  membership 
217.  78  new  members  have  been  received  during  the  year.  50  Young  Men's 
meetings  were  held,  total  attendance  2387  ;  an  average  of  48.  29  meetings 
for  Bible  study  total  545  ;  average  of  19.  27  meetings  of  Bible  Training 
Class,  total  185 ;  average  7.  And  2  Gospel  Temperance  Meetings  during  the 
year.  7  Associate  Members  became  Active  (i.  e.,  have  united  with  the 
Church),  and  7  have  professed  faith  in  Christ.  A  large  quantity  of  religious 
literature  distributed  to  sailors  in  port,  and  3,000  invitations  to  meetings  dis- 
tributed on  the  streets. 

The  total  receipts  from  all  sources,  including  the  Women's  Auxiliary,  was 
81,730.14.  Expenditure,  81,511.14.  $219.00  is  to  our  credit  in  the  Govern- 
ment Savings'  Bank  for  the  erection  of  a  gymnasium,  and  $165.50  additional 
is  pledged.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  build  and  equip  the  gymnasium  in  time 
for  the  winter  weeks. 

The  Women's  Auxiliary  have  surpassed  their  previous  record  during  the 
past  year.  Ail  the  gymnasium  fund,  as  above  stated,  has  been  raised  by 
them  ;  also,  8116.60  has  been  expended  in  repairs,  etc.,  on  our  building. 

There  are  now  62  periodicals  in  our  reading  room,  an  increase  of  19  over 
last  year. 

The  lecture  and  entertainment  course  consisted  of  5  lectures,  1  concert  and 
3  reading  recitals.  Total  attendance,  1219;  receipts,  $141.45;  profit  on 
course,  874.02. 

2  practical  talks  were  given  to  young  men,  attendance  103. 

5  socials,  including  3  committee  men's  socials,  attendance  386. 

In  the  library  8147.50  in  books  and  repairs  were  expended,  and  313 
volumes  were  added  to  the  library.  Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  library 
512.    Drawn  during  the  year  439  volumes. 

PICTOU   ACADEMY. 

An  Association  was  started  last  winter.  Weekly  meetings  every  Saturday 
night  were  carried  on  all  winter.  About  20  joined.  Before  spring  the  mem- 
bership increased  to  30  or  40.  Too  much  general  work  was  done,  and  not 
enough  among  the  students. 

PICTOU   DISTRICT   COMMITTEE. 

The  work  of  the  Association  throughout  the  county  has  in  the  past  year 
steadily  grown.  Two  points,  Pictou  and  New  Glasgow,  have  permanent 
secretaries  who  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  work.  There  should  be 
general  secretaries  at  both  Westville  and  Stellarton,  these  are  important 
points,  as  a  great  number  of  young  men  are  employed  in  the  coal  mines  at 
these  places.  One  new  Association  has  been  forme .1  at  Kiver  John,  and  is 
prospering.    They  are  about  to  open  a  reading-room,  and  have  engaged  a 
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hall  for  their  men's  meetings.    Cariboo  Kiver  and  Cape  Breton  are  still 
maintaining  their  work  and  are  doing  good  service. 

A  District  Convention  was  held  at  Pictou.    The  attendance  was  not  as 
large  as  at  former  conventions. 


POINT   deBUTE. 

We  have  nothing  special  to  report  this  year.  The  Association  is  still  in 
good  working  order.  We  have  33  members,  21  of  whom  are  active. 
During  the  past  year  we  have  engaged  in  some  outside  work  and  have  held 
social  meetings  at  a  few  places  some  distance  from  Point  deBute  with  very 
good  success.  Our  Sunday  afternoon  Gospel  meetings  have  been  better  at- 
tended the  past  few  months  than  ever  before.  We  have  still  some  funds  on 
hand,  and  have  our  reading  room  furnished  with  10  papers. 


KIVER  JOHN. 

The  Association  has  30  members.  We  have  a  meeting  every  Sunday,  at  4 
o'clock.  We  have  recently  hired  and  fitted  up  a  hall.  We  started  only  a 
month  ago. 


STELLAETON. 

Names  of  officers :  President — James  Sproul.  Secretary— James  D.  Mac- 
kenzie. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  takes  place  in  December. 

The  total  number  of  members  is  25,  of  whom  20  are  active. 

We  own  and  occupy  a  building  for  Association  purposes  jointly  with  the 
Good  Templars.     We  have  no  debt  on  the  building. 

We  have  no  religious  meetings  exclusively  for  young  men.  We  have  two 
mixed  Gospel  Meetings. 

Financial. — Current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (not  including  amounts  paid 
for  lectures,  etc.,)  were  $135.  The  estimated  value  of  furniture  is  S75.  The 
present  estimated  value  of  the  building  (including  lot,  but  not  furniture),  is 
$250. 


ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. 

Our  membership  is  divided  into  two  classes,  Active  and  Associate,  which 
include  also  Life,  Sustaining,  Contributory  and  Honorary.       Our  present 
membership  is  522,  of  whom  138  are  new  members. 
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That  part  of  the  work  relating  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  community, 
is  carried  on  by  means  of  three  Committees — Tract  and  Missionary,  the 
Devotional  and  Invitation  Committees,  who  have  in  their  charge  the  follow- 
ing items  of  work : — 

Gospel  and  Praise  Meetings,  Saturday  evening ;  Young  Men's  Meetings, 
Prayer  Meotings,  Open-air  Meetings,  Bible  Training  Class,  Pulpit  Supply, 
Visitation  of  the  Hospital,  Jail  and  kindred  institutions,  Distribution  of 
Tracts,  Invitations,  Newspapers  and  Magazines  at  the  hotels,  in  the  streets, 
on  the  vessels,  and  wherever  practicable. 

As  to  the  services  held  we  append  the  following  table,  which  speaks  for 
itself.* — 

Total  Atten. 

21  Saturday  evening  Young  Men's  Prayer  Meetings 144 

51  Sunday  afternoon  Meetings 1567 

12  Special  Prayer  Meetings ; 60 

38  S.  S.  Teachers'  Bible  Classes 2160 

31  Bible  Training  Class  for  Christian  Workers 233 

18  Evangelistic  and  Week  of  Prayer  Meetings 1980 

No.  of  tracts  distributed  (including  invitations)  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
20,000. 

Classes  in  Mechanical  Drawing,  Bookkeeping,   Penmanship,  Commercial 

Arithmetic,  Vocal  Music,  Shorthand   and   Chatauqua  Circle  have  been  at 

work  during  the  year  preparing  the  young  men  belonging  to  us,  to  engage 

intelligently  in  whatever  trade  or  profession  they  choose. 

Again  we  will  refer  to  figures  of  our  work  in  this  line. 

Total  Atten. 

20  sessions  Mech.  Drawing  Class 204 

19       "       Bookkeeping         "    199 

8       "       Short  Hand  "    35 

14       "       Penmanship  " 131 

37       "       Chatauqua  Circle  "    462 

8       '«       Vocal  Music  ••     , 98 

106    "  Total  Atten 1199 

Under  the  leadership  of  our  ex-physical-instructor  Mr.  S.  L.  Kerr,  we  are 
able  to  make  a  very  good  showing  of  work  in  this  direction  : — 

120  Business  Men's  Classes  were  held  with  total  attendance  of   702 

103  Young  Men's  ■-  «  "  "  2019 

55  Boys  '•  «-  "  "  1201 

57  Girls  «  "  "  "  008 

335  classes  with  total  attendance  of 5525 

We  had  an  avtrage  daily  attendance  at  the  Reading  Room  of. . .  177 

Letters  of  Introduction  given  about  30 

Letters  written  by  young  men  (from  our  office  to  friends)  1  8q  to  ^ 
from _ J 
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No  of  Visitors  from  other  cities  actually  registered 160 

"    "        "        who  did  not  register,  fully 100 

Applicants  for  employment 16 

Situations  secured  (temporary  or  permanent) 7 

No  of  Newspapers  in  Reading  Room 61 

Magazines  and  other  periodicals 26 

Committee  Meetings  held 90 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 

Our  receipts  for  Association  year  ended  Feb.  1,  1890  were $2,162  66 

Our  expenses,  as  per  cash  paid 2,102  36 

Leaving  a  balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  at  that  date  of $  60  30 

Receipts  as  per  Trustees'  Report,  same  date $  1,974  00 

Expenses  "  "  "         1,948  27 

Leaving  a  balance  in  Trustees'  hands  at  that  date  of $  25  73 

Indebtedness  of  trustees:— Mortgage $11,700  00 

Other  loans 1,950  00 

$12,950  00 

Insurance  on  building,  $16,000.00. 

Since  the  above  date  the  Trustees  have  received  the  annual  bequest, 
$2,000.00,  part  of  which  will  be  used  to  reduce  the  mortgage. 


SUMMEBSIDE. 

Names  of  officers :   President — D.  G.  McKay,  M.  D.     Secretary — D.  Gordon. 

Date  of  annual  election  of  officers  is  first  Month  in  February. 

Total  number  of  members  is  43,  of  whom  33  are  active. 

We  own  and  occupy  a  building  for  Association  purposes. 

We  have  one  religious  meeting  each  week  for  young  men  only,  a  prayer 
meeting  with  an  average  attendance  of  12. 

Financial. — Current  expenses  for  past  year  (not  including  amounts  paid  for 
lectures,  etc.,)  were  $149. 

The  estimated  value  of  furniture  is  $50.  The  present  estimated  value  of 
building  (including  lot,  but  not  furniture)  is  $1500.  There  is  a  mortgage  on 
building  of  $600. 

We  regret  to  report  that  very  little  can  be  said  for  this  Association  during 
the  past  year.  We  find  it  difficult  to  keep  up  an  interest  in  our  meetings, 
especially  during  the  summer  season.  We  have  two  meetings  each  week  for 
men  only.  Sabbath  morning  for  prayer  is  attended  by  an  average  of  twelve. 
Monday  evening  tor  Bible  Study  by  about  eight  or  ten.  During  the  winter 
matters  have  been  better.  The  attendance  is  larger,  and  besides  the  religious 
meetings,  one  evening  of  the  week  is  devoted  to  literary  entertainment. 
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These  gatherings  command  a  full  house.  Early  in  July  we  were  much  pleased 
by  a  visit  from  the  Travelling  Secretary,  Mr.  Gorton.  We  contemplate 
building  more  commodious  rooms  in  the  future,  and  are  still  confident  of 
being  used  for  the  Master  in  the  good  work  for  young  men. 

The  work  has  made  fair  progress  during  the  year.  Ninety-four  new  mem- 
bers have  been  received.  We  now  number  175  members  :  90  of  these  being 
active,  and  all  of  them  having  a  greater  or  less  interest. 

The  expenditure  of  this  year  will  approximate  $1800.00,  over  S900.00 
beyond  that  of  last  year.  Some  of  this  has  been  raised  through  rentals,  lec- 
tures, readings  and  concerts—  the  balance  contributed  by  members  or  inter- 
ested friends— the  chairman  of  finance  committee  showing  the  bright  example 
by  giving  $50.00  towards  current  expenses  himself.  The  Young  Men's  meet- 
ing has  had  an  average  of  33.  The  meetings  were  all  good,  and  quite  a 
number  for  the  first  time  confessed  Christ  at  the  meetings. 

The  bible  workers  training  class  had  an  average  of  6.  This  helped  not  a 
little  in  inciting  and  fitting  for  personal  and  definite  Christian  work.  *A. 
number  of  those  attending  the  class,  assisted  at  a  Mission  School  and  in 
other  ways  made  a  practical  use  of  their  knowledge,  10  were  transferred 
from  the  associate  to  the  active  membership  on  profession  of  faith  in  Jesus 
by  joining  the  Church.  An  Invitation  Committee  made  itself  busy  at  the 
hotels  and  boarding  houses,  and  on  the  streets,  with  invitations  to  the  rooms 
and  meetings. 

There  was  ample  opportunity  to  visit  the  sick— to  cheer  and  care  for  them 
in  their  illness.     This  was  taken  advantage  of. 

Lectures,  talks,  concerts  and  readings,  for  money-making  purposes  were 
given.  The  Heading  Kooui  was  altered,  a  new  plan  of  filing  introduced,  45 
newpapers  added,  the  leading  magazines  put  in,  and  more  room  given  for 
the  growing  number  of  readers — 60  average  daily  attendance.  The  Library 
has  increased  by  400  volumes,  and  the  books  are  in  constant  demand. 

The  work  of  the  local  Association  and  the  general  work  was  presented  in 
all  the  churches  in  town,  and  again  at  a  Saturday  afternoon  mass  meeting, 
at  which  $15.00  was  contributed  toward  the  International  Committee's  work. 
5  delegates  attended  the  District  Conference  at  Amherst  and  received  help 
from  it. 

A  new  Parlour,  costing  SI 20,  was  fitted  up,  carpeted  and  furnished ;  a  new 
organ  loaned  the  Association  by  the  greatly  interested  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee.  The  evening  Recreation  Committee  did  good  work 
here,  planning  to  have  a  "  sing  "  once  a  week,  and  it  was  not  a  rare  thing  to 
see  30  or  40  young  men  spending  a  pleasant  evening  there.  Evening  prayers, 
with  some  exceptions,  were  held  every  evening  in  the  Parlour.  An  "  At 
Home  "  on  New  Year's  day,  at  which  200  registered  their  names  ;  and  three 
receptions  were  tendered  by  the  Women's  Auxiliary.  A  nut  crack  social  on 
Xmas.  eve,  and  a  members'  meeting  in  April,  as  well  as  lectures,  readings 
and  informal  receptions,  gave  the  Social  Work  Committee,  in  all  its  branches, 
abundant  work. 
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At  a  cost  of  SI 50,  a  gymnasium  was  equipped.  Classes  two  nights  a  week 
for  young  men,  with  an  average  of  25,  were  held.  Latterly  a  young  women's 
class,  with  an  average  attendance  of  15,  has  taken  regular  drill.  The  system 
taught,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Secretary,  is  the  "  Robert's  "  drill. 

No  system  of  measuremant  has  been  used ;  but  care  has  been  taken,  and 
no  accidents  of  any  kind  have  occurred. 

An  athletic  field  for  sports,  such  as  base-ball,  cricket,  lacrosse,  etc.,  has 
been  secured  for  summer  work,  and  is  now  proving  helpful  in  keeping 
the  young  men  together  and  in  widening  the  general  interest  in  the  work. 

Two  gymnasium  exhibitions  were  given  during  the  winter.  This  depart- 
ment of  the  work  receives  the  hearty  approval  of  all— it  has  been  one  of  the 
features  of  a  year's  success. 

The  boys  were  gathered  into  a  Boys'  Branch,  which  now  numbers  74.  A 
Sunday  afternoon  meeting,  during  winter  months,  attended  by  an  average  of 
15  boys  (the  number  at  one  time  running  up  to  33).  Several  of  the  boys  took 
part  in  these  meetings.  One  evening  and  two  afternoons  each  week  were 
given  to  their  physical  training,  and  this  had  a  helpful  influence  on  the  boys. 
A  hare  and  hound  hunt,  several  Maying  parties,  a  week  encamped  near  the 
water,  the  use  of  the  Library,  and  the  continual  contact  of  personal  and  com- 
biuued  influences  are  all  we  can  speak  of  regarding  our  work  for  boys. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  helped  in  all  the  ways  asked,  and  suggested  and 
carried  to  a  successful  issue  many  plans  for  the  increased  usefulness  of  the 
Association. 

The  officers  and  Board  of  Directors  have  kept  in  touch  with  the  work  in  all 
its  detail. 

The  membership-  active  and  associate  —  have  apparently  manifested  a 
growing  interest  and  a  growing  sense  of  the  value  and  need  of  such  an 
organization. 


WESTVILLE. 

Names  of  officers :    President, — Thomas  Madden.     Secretary — Wm.  Gray. 

Date  of  annual  election  of  office*,  the  last  Saturday  in  September. 

The  total  number  of  members  is  40,  all  of  whom  are  active. 

We  own  and  occupy  a  building  for  Association  purposes. 

We  have  had  2  religious  meetings  held  each  week  for  young  men,  and 
nearly  all  these  were  prayer  meetings  and  had  an  average  attendance  of  40- 
There  is  a  gospel  meeting  once  a  month,  and  song  service  occasionally. 

Ladies'  Auxiliary  meetings  are  held  in  the  association  rooms,  and  on  Thurs- 
day evenings  there  is  a  cottage  prayer  meeting  held  outside  under  association 
auspices. 


86 

We  cannot  positively  say  how  many  professed  conversions  there  were 
during  the  year.    Of  those  who  united  with  a  church  there  was  one. 

Financial. — The  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  (not  including  amounts 
paid  for  lectures,  etc.),  were  $100.  The  estimated  value  of  furniture  is  $500. 
The  present  estimated  value  of  the  building  (including  lot  but  not  furniture) 
is  $2200,  upon  which  there  is  a  debt  of  S1000. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONVENTION. 


Amherst,  N.  S. 


A.  C  Casey, 
A.  D.  Ross, 
C.  M.  Trueinan, 
A.  S.  Schurman, 
Henrv  Hollis, 
J:  B.  Gass, 
Fred.  H.  Barron, 
Geo.  Bos?, 
John  McKeen. 


BOYS   BRANCH. 

A.  P.  Rogers. 

Acadia  Mines,  N,  S. 
Watson  Smith. 

Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

J.  T.  Mellish. 
Geo.  Bremner. 

Cape  John,  N,  S. 
J.  J.  Stramberg. 


Halifax,  N.  S. 


Robert  Grierson, 
Joseph  Wood,  Jr., 
R.  M.  Woodill, 
Willis  E.  Hebb, 
Geo.  M.  Wood, 
Geo.  A.  Burbridge, 
Geo  Bowser, 
W.  H.  Waddell, 
James  F.  McCurdy, 
W.  R.  McCurdy. 


Hopewell,  N.  S. 


J.  M.  Fisher, 
J.  F.  McDonald, 
A.  Ormiston. 


Moncton,  N.  B. 


G.  R.  Sangster, 
W.  J.  Robertson, 
David  H.  Johnstone. 


Lunenburg,  N.  S. 


A.  H.  Griffith, 
C.  F.  Wright. 


New  Glasgoiv,  N.  S. 


W.  F.  McKenzie, 
R.  S.  McCurdy, 
G.  D.  McDonald, 
Graham  Fraser, 
Peter  Moriarty, 
N.  S.  Matheson, 
Hon.  D.  C.  Fraser, 
John  Underwood. 

Pictou,  N.  S. 

W.  E.  Jones, 
A.  Dennis, 
L.  P.  McLennan, 
John  MacKay, 
W.  P.  Hamblin, 
Frank  Dawson, 
Peter  Fraser, 
A.  M.  MacKay, 

Point  deBute,  N.  B. 

George  Lawson. 

River  John,  N.  S. 

Rev.  R.  McCunn, 
R.  Sutherland, 
W.  H.  Fitzpatrick, 
Archibald  McKenzie. 


St.  John,  N.  B. 


D.  Miller, 
S.  L.  Gorbell, 


A.  W.  MacLeod, 
D.  A.  MacLeod, 
W.  S.  Fisher, 
John  Lawrence. 


Summerside,  P.  E.  I. 


Win.  Steeves, 
Adam  Fife, 
John  Mollison. 

Stellarton,  N.  S. 

John  D.  Eoss, 
Joseph  S.  MacKay, 

Spring  Bill,  N.  S. 

W.  B.  MacCallum. 

Truro,  N.  S. 

E.  Francis, 
Alex.  Ross, 
J.  M.  Wade, 
J.  A.  MacKay, 
Fraser  G.  Marshall, 
S.  W.  McCasgill, 

Westville,  N.  S. 

Daniel  McPherson, 
Thos.  Madden. 

COLLEGE    ASSOCIATIONS. 

Acadia  College. 
J.  H.  McDonald. 

Dalhousie  College. 

John  B.  MacLean, 
Chas.  B.  Robinson, 
C.  Munro, 
R.  J.  Grant. 

Mt.  Allison  College,  Sackville,N.B. 

J.  A.  McDougall, 
R.  K.  Tweedie. 


Pictou  Academy. 


J.  G.  Worth, 
John  Fraser. 


MARITIME  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

J.  E.  Irvir.e,  St.  John,  N.  B. 

W.  S.  Morrison,  M.D.,  St.  John,  N.  B. 

C.  Primrose,  Pictou,  N.  S. 

W.  F.  Tanner, 

Harvey  Graham,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S. 

J.  Fisher  Grant,  "  " 

W.  D.  McCallum,  Truro,  N.  S. 

S.  E.  Whiston,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

John  Burgoyne,      " 

R.  N.  Beckwith,      " 

J.  C.  Mackintosh,    " 

Henry  Theakston.  " 

F.  B.  Robb,  Amherst,  N.  S 

G.  R.  Sangster,  Moncton,  N.  B. 

Coxo  Bay. 

S.  G.  Spencer, 
A.  McDonald. 

Chatham,  N.  B. 
S.  A.  Peterson. 


Rocklin,  N.  S. 
J.  Munroe. 

INTERNATIONAL    COMMITTEE. 

J.  R.  Hague,  New  York. 

QUEBEC  AND  ONTARIO  EXECUTIVE. 


D.  A.  Budge, 
Dr.  F.  W.  Kelly. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  E.  Scott,  New  Glasgow. 

"    A.  Robertson,  New  Glasgow. 

"     E.  A.  McCurdy, 

"    Fred.  Friggens, 

"     A.  Bowman, 

"    Dr.  Patterson, 

"    A.  T.  Dykoman, 

"    Dr.  Maury,  Halifax. 
James  Smith,  Antigonish. 
William  Douglass,  Amherst. 
H.  Primrose,  Pictou. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Padden,  Philadelphia. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO  FUNDS. 


Received  from  August  16th,  1889,  to  August  6th,  1890. 


Current  Expenses. 

Acadia  Mines    Association.. 
Mid.  River,  Pictou,      " 
Truro  " 

Moncton  " 

Westville  " 

Mid.  Musquodoboit      " 
Point  de  Bute  " 

Dalhousie  College         M 
Mt.  Allison    " 
Halifax  " 

Summerside  " 

M.  D.  Pride  

John  Smith    

D.  Grant 

C.  W.  Barratt    

W.  R.  McCurdy    

Williams 


$  2  00 

1  00 

10  00 


25  00 


E.  L.  Rising 


J.  McAllister $2  00 


D.  A.  McLeod 
J,  A.  McQueen 

H.  Graham 

H.  Primrose  . . . 

F.  B.  Robb 

J.  McKeen 

A.  W.  McLeod  , 


2  00 

2  00 

4  00 

5  00 
10  00 
10  00 

3  00 


SI 15  00 
Travelling  Secretary  Fund. 


Halifax  Association 
St.  John  u 

Moncton  " 

Truro  " 

Summerside    " 
Chatham         " 


$107  00 

100  00 

100  00 

32  00 

10  00 

6  00 

IS355  00 
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Addresses  delivered : 

Robb,  F.  B 7,  36 

Budge,  D.  A 9,  17,  23,  24,  34,  38,  47,  50,  58,  66 

Hague,  J.  R , 10,  16,  24,  34,  39,  42,  57,  66 

Morrison,  President 11,  15,  48,  67 

Fraser,  Hon.  D.  C 13 

Kelly,  Dr.  F.  W 15,  34,  42,  67 

Paden,  Rev.  W.  M 18,  42 

McKay,  A.  M , 24 

McLeod,  A.  W 33 
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Mackintosh,  J.  C 46 
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McKeen,  John 47,  49 
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Gorton,  E.  W 54,  64 

McCallum,  W.  D , 54 

Grierson,  R 60 

McDonald,  J.  H 60 

McLean,  J.  B 61 

Munroe,  Christapher 61 

McDougall,  J.  A 62 

Worth,  J.  G 63 

Scott,  Rev.  E. 66 

McDonald,  Geo.  D 67 

Boys'  Work,  Amherst 53 

Conventions  held 2 

Circular  calling  Convention 3 
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Committees: 

Organization , 9 

Business 9 

Devotional 9 

On  Executive's  report -3 

Executive 48,  49 

Evecutive,  Officers  of 49 

Credential  Committee's  report 60 

District  Convention  at  Amherst 35 

Discussions : 

Provincial  Work — its  importance  and  needs 33 

Bible  in  the  Association 38 

Physical  Work 40 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Work  in  Colleges 42 

Why  do  Members  contribute  so  little  to  support  of  Work  ? 43 

Definite  Work  for  Young  Men 49 

Boys'  Work SI 

How  can  Women  best  assist  in  the  Work  ? 54 

College  Work 60 

Friday  Morning's  Session 19 

"      Afternoon's    "        25 

"      Evening's       " 38 

Hensley,  Judge,  Letter  from  54 

"      Reply  to  his  Letter 59 

International  Committee,  work  of    57 

List  of  Members  of  Convention 87 

Officers  of  Convention 2,  11 ,  19 

Organization  meeting 7 

Place  of  Meeting,  Next 57 

Resolutions  of  Thanks 63 

Rules  of  Convention 5 

Reports  from  Associations: 

Acadia  College   70 

Acadia  Mines 70 

Amherst 70 

Cape  John    72 

Carriboo  River. 72 

Charlottetown 72 
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Reports  from  Associations  (continued): 

Chatham 73 

Cow  Bay , 73 

Dalhousie  College 74 

Halifax 75 

Hopewell % 77 

Lunenburg 77 

Middle  Musquodoboit ,. 78 

Monctou 78 

Mount  Allison 78 

New  Glasgow 79 

Pictou 80 

Point  deBute , 81 

River  John 81 

Stellarton 81 

St.  John SI 

Summerside 83 

Westville 85 

Report  from  Committees : 

Executive 20 

"         report  on  its  report 48 

Credential 60 

Greeting  of  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E 59 

Secretarial  Conference , . .  69 

Statistical  Table 91 

Subscriptions  at  Convention,  List  of 37 

Subscriptions,  1889-90 89 

Saturday  Morning  Session , 43 

"        Afternoon    "         51 

Evening      " 51 

Sunday  Services 64* 

Treasurer's  Statement  90 

Travelling-Secretary  Gorton's  report 23 

Travelling-Secretary  necessary 36  ■ 

Thursday  Afternoon  Session 7« 

"         Evening         „ 13- 

Welcome  Meeting 13~ 

Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  Greeting 32 

Reply  to 59- 


